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‘It’s all just clicking 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Nebraska’s offense obviously supplied 


reason for optimism with its 396-yard 
uprising in the Holiday Bowl. 


Entering the bowl game, the Huskers were averaging only 
317.2 yards per game to rank 102nd nationally. 

Now, heading into the offseason, offensive coordinator 
Shawn Watson’s outlook is bright, largely because he sees 
competition for playing time at several positions, most notably 
inthe O-line, where depth was badly lacking this season. 

In fact, the Huskers’ five offensive line starters played the 
entire 60 minutes in three of the last five games. 

“As soon as the new team was born atter that game (Holiday 
Bowl) was over, we knew we were going to have competition at 
all positions on offense,’ Watson said. “That’s what's really 
awesome about where we're at now. I think those young offen- 
sive linemen could have a big impact.” 

Watson was referring to true freshmen Brent Qvale (6-foot- 
7,330 pounds), Jeremiah Sirles (6-6, 310), Nick Ash (6-5, 270) 
and Jesse Coffey (6-7, 300). Qvale and Sirles actually were 
pushing for significant playing time this season before injuries 
slowed them. 

Consequently, the starters weren't being pushed as much as 
the coaches would’ve liked. 

All told, Nebraska's offense loses only one full-time starter, 
center Jacob Hickman, who started 37 straight games. 

Meanwhile, Nebraska will return nine defenders who made 
at least five starts in 2009. That obviously bodes well for a 
surging unit that — led by All-America tackle Ndamukong Suh 
— capped a stellar season by holding 22nd-ranked Arizona to 
only 109 total yards in the bowl game. In the Big 12 title game, 
No. 2 Texas managed just 202 yards. 

Nebraska finished the season 10-4 and ranked seventh na- 
tionally in average yards allowed (272.0). Defense obviously 
was the impetus to the Huskers’ first 10-win season since 
2003. Only one team — Texas Tech — scored more than 20 
points against NU. 

Nebraska's loss to Texas Tech, a 31-10 setback in Lincoln on 
Oct. 17, coupled with the 9-7 home loss to Iowa State the next 
week, represented a period that threatened to waylay the 
Huskers’ season. NU appeared to lack its usual high energy 
against Tech. Against Iowa State, the Huskers committed an 
unsightly eight turnovers. 

However, as was the case in 2008, the Huskers won six of 
their final seven games, a testament to the resiliency of both 


It was leadership from players such as center Jacob Hickman and safety 
Larry Asante that helped the Husker seniors cap their careers with a 33-0 
thrashing of Arizona in the Holiday Bowl. (Gwyneth Roberts) 


the coaching staff and team leaders among the players. 

Down the stretch, Nebraska relied heavily on defense and 
special teams — punter/place-kicker Alex Henery in particular 
— while the offense generally stayed conservative and basically 
did what it had to do, and often not much else. 

Until the bowl game, that is. 

Against Arizona, Nebraska went back to the spread after us- 
ing “big” personnel and power sets for much of the second half 
of the season. 

“Tt was just really gratifying to go back and be ‘us’ and kind 
of cut these guys lose and let them play,’ Watson said. “It was 
fun.’ 

Nebraska’s excellent performance on offense was critical, 
because, if the Huskers had thrown another clunker in the bowl 
game, the ensuing negativity perhaps would’ve bogged down 
the program throughout the long offseason, 

Meanwhile, Nebraska should be even better defensively 
next season than it was in 2009, head coach Bo Pelini said. Yes, 
even without Suh, who’s now considered one of the best de- 
fenders in school history. 

Said defensive coordinator Carl Pelini: “It’s all come 
together for us system-wise. When that happens, you have 
such a chemistry, and you don’t really worry as much about 
losing any specific individual parts of that system, because it’s 
all just clicking now.” 
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At HuskerExtra.com 

/K., >>> View video highlights and photos from the game in our galleries. 
>>> Watch the postgame news conference and see game highlights. 
>>> Go to ‘Life in the red’ as our writers blog throughout the week. 


It's aquarterbacks’ world, 
we're just living in it. 

Perhaps you noticed 
Blaine Gabbert slicing 
through llinois on Saturday 
and stamping Missouri as. 
threat to three-peat as Big 
12 North Division king. 

Or speedster Robert Grif- 
fin leading an important win 
for Baylor at Wake Forest, 
giving credence toall the 
offseason talk about the im~ 
proving Bears. 

Nebraska's winding road 
in 2009 — which includes 
stops in Columbia, Mo., and 
Waco, Texas ~ just got 


rougher. 

Well, Zac Lee, what do 
you have for us? No pressure 
or anything. 
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Nebraska wide receiver Menelik Hott (18) crosses the goal lime to score a first-quarter touchdown Saterday after getting 2 block from Curenski Gilleyten setting off a cele- 
bration (Detow) as quarterback Zac Lee (5) gets a litt trom center Jacob Hickman after Lee threw the first towchdown pass of his Husker career. 


Lee shows just what 
he can do for NU 


‘Special’ Helu 
steals spotlight 
in rout of Owls 


BY BRIAN CHRI: 
incon Journal Sa 

‘The run took less than 10 seconds, but that was 
all he needed to steal the show, 

Roy Helu ran left and saw nothing but trouble. 
Actually, it wasn’t trouble so much as an opportu 
nity to do something special. 

He just switched directions, somehow avoiding 


Jovarnatt Stier Staff Writer 
—— 


Good news for Nebraska 
faithful: Lee had plenty to 
offer Saturday night in his 
first start as Husker quar- 
terback. For one thing, he 
had that all-important in- 
gredient for any quarter~ 
back — presence. He looks 
the part, acts the part, and 
playsit. 

See SIPPLE, Page F4 


the grasp of an oncoming Owl in the process. 
“And Zac Lee was in the way so I ran past him,” 
Helu said. 

He ran past Lee and then ran past everyone else. 
Another Owl tried to tackle him, but Hebu said 
goodbye. It was a 44-yard touchdown on a play 
that should have been a 2-yard loss. 

“That doesn't surprise me from Roy,” Husker 
coach Bo Pelini said after Nebraska's 49-3 stomp- 
ing of Florida Atlantic at Memorial Stadium. 

See HUSKERS, Page F4 


TOP 25 CLIFFHANGERS 
No. 20 BYU 14, No. 3 Oklahoma 13: Sooners’ late FG goes wide left >>> 
No. 5 Alabama 34, No. 7 Virginia Tech 24: Tide pulls away late; Page F6 
No. 6 Ohio State 31, Navy 27: Buckeyes scuttle Navy's upset bid, barely 
No. 9 Oklahoma State 24, No. 13 Georgia 10: Cowboys show they're for real 


No. 22 lowa 17, Northern lowa 16: Hawks block two FGs in final 7 seconds STORY, PAGE F6 
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Helu says goodbye to Owls 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


The run took less than 10 
seconds, but that was all he 
needed to steal the show. 


Roy Helu ran left and saw nothing but 
trouble. Actually, it wasn’t trouble so much 
as an opportunity to do something special. 

He switched direction, somehow avoid- 
ing the grasp of an oncoming Owl in the 
process. “And Zac Lee was in the way, soI 
ran past him,” Helu said. 

He ran past Lee and then ran past every- 
one else. Another Owl tried to tackle him, 
but Helu said goodbye. It was a 44-yard 
touchdown on a play that should have been 
a2-yard loss. 

“That doesn’t surprise me from Roy,’ 
Husker coach Bo Pelini said after Nebras- 
ka’s 49-3 stomping of Florida Atlantic at 
Memorial Stadium. 

“He’s as good of a back as there is out 
there?’ 

You can talk about Lee and Cody Green 
today. Talk about those fresh-faced line- 
backers and the man named Suh. But you 
better eventually aim that conversation at 
Helu, 

The junior I-back showed Saturday 
night he could be the straw that stirs the 
drink for this Husker offense. 

Helu wore a candy lei around his neck in 
the post-game news conference, a tradition 
in his family. And from the sounds of 
things, Helu would probably be willing to 
share some of that with his offensive line. 

“Tt was really a product in the second 
half of how well our line was doing,” Helu 
said of his success, which amounted to 152 
yards and three touchdowns on 16 carries. 
“A big thing also to our success in the third 
quarter was tempo.” 

Yes, the Huskers didn’t feel they always 
had the best tempo. “We didn’t get in and 
out of the huddle like we like to” Pelini said. 

But the tempo started to improve in the 
third quarter. And Helu responded. “It got 


me intoa rhythm,” he said. 

Pelini had talked in the offseason about 
how Helu could be a special player. And 
while the running back will have to contin- 
ue to prove it, it was an impressive start and 
heartwarming to a fan base that saw 
Quentin Castille dismissed from the team 
just two weeks ago. 

Of course, Husker fans were also proba- 
bly encouraged by what they saw from the 
junior quarterback Lee, Making the first 
start of his NU career, Lee was 15-of-22 for 
213 yards, two touchdowns and an inter- 
ception. It might have been a better stat line 


Zac Lee and 
Jacob Hickman 
celebrate Lee’s 
first touchdown 
pass as a Husker 
in the first 
quarter of NU's 


game against 
Florida Atlantic. 
Lee threw a 
28-yard strike to 
Menelik Holt. 
(Ted Kirk) 


had the Huskers not dropped three passes 
in the first half. 

Pelini said that other than the one inter- 
ception, Lee played outstanding. 

“You can see how confident he is and he 
carries himself the right way;’ the coach 
said. 

The first series for Lee was less than 
stellar. It featured a wayward snap out of 
the shotgun, a false-start penalty and ulti- 
mately a three-and-out. 

But the Huskers settled down on their 
second series, and Lee looked plenty re- 
laxed by the time he found Menelik Holt for 
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a 28-yard touchdown on third- 
and-5. Holt caught the ball at the 
20-yard line, made a nifty move 
ona defender, then got a crush- 
ing block from teammate Curen- 
ski Gilleylen on his way to the end 
zone. 

That would not be the last we 
would see of Gilleylen, who had 
four catches to double his career 
total. Plagued by a case of the 
drops at times last season, the 
sophomore wide receiver burned 
the Owls’ defense for a 51-yard 
touchdown reception less than 
two minutes into the second 
quarter. 

So wide-open was Gilleylen, 
the only question was if he’d trip 
over his own feet to keep from 
scoring. He didn’t. 

The red crush was on. 

As lopsided as the score was, 
most of the statistics were much 
closer. Nebraska outyarded the 
Owls 490-358. Both teams had 
22 first downs. 

“I'd hate to see the stat on 
yards after contact;’ FAU coach 
Howard Schnellenberger said. 
“Of the 400 they got, [imagine 
300 were yards after contact.” 

The Husker defense bent at 
times, but never broke, picking 
up three turnovers along the way. 

Nebraska did not record a 
sack and allowed 133 yards rush- 
ing — too many for Ndamukong 
Suh’s liking. 

He gave the Husker defense a 
grade of B minus. 

While certainly not perfect, 
Pelini called it “a good start” to 
the season. 

“We got to play a lot of guys, 
but I also found out we have a lot 
of work to do,” Pelini said. “We 
were sloppy at times and not real 
crisp. ... [also know, like I just 


: ‘ Burkhead really sticks his head in there. front 4 played well enough that we did not 
sp Rho tonne yarthove m0 makea Seems like he always moves forward. Helu have to | guess. — PT Husker 
big jump between your first game though made some great moves, when he 
and your second game. If we do gets into that second and third level he really Th ; 

ohare i most pleasurable thing for me to 

that then we’ll continue working nD ee watch was he way that our ahh played from 
in the right direction. It’s a win. Nice job by the huskers. Lee looked good. _ Start to finish. | thought there was a lot of ef- 
It’s 1-0 and that’s what we came Surprised we were not more aggressive on D. fort. — BleedingRed 
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Young receivers catching on 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


A funny thing happened 


in Memorial Stadium on 
Saturday while Nebraska’s 
offense built its hand off the 
Roy Helu card, content to 
wear out Florida Atlantic 


with run after run after run. 


Yes, the Huskers parlayed Helu’s power- 
ful legs into a huge night at the table in their 
49-3 season-opening victory. But they also 
found that a couple of wild cards — at the X 
receiver spot — made working the entire 
deck much easier. 

Until Saturday, Nebraska’s wide receiver 
corps, some would have us think, consisted 
of Niles Paul and whoever else felt like 
showing up. 

And, really, Ted Gilmore wasn’t too sure 
who would answer the call. 

Now he knows Menelik Holt and 
Curenski Gilleylen can. 

Well, in the case of the sophomore 
Gilleylen, so long as he works on his after- 
the-catch, open-field running. 

“T thought he was going to look like my 
son and fall?’ Gilmore said of Gilleylen’s 51- 
yard catch and run that put NU up 14-0 
early in the second quarter. 

Gilleylen’s first career touchdown grab 
came on an intermediate route across the 
middle that found him turning upfield after 
securing the ball and seeing nothing but the 
South Stadium fans. 

“T was scared, because I didn’t see any- 
body else,’ said Gilleylen, whose legs buck- 
led for a split second before he recovered 
and scampered the final 20 yards. 

That play led to a four-catch, 92-yard 
performance, which was double his recep- 
tion total and 81 more yards than he had all 
of last season. 

Earlier, the speedster from Leander, 
Texas, also showed his strength while 


Curenski Gilleylen (11) sprints away from Florida Atiantic’s Ed Alexander on a 51-yard scoring pass 
from Zac Lee in the second quarter of the Sept. 5 game at Memorial Stadium. (William Lauer) 


springing Holt free for the final 10 yards of 
his 28-yard touchdown reception. 

Holt, who at 6-foot-4 is amismatch for 
most cornerbacks, finished with 45 yards 
on three catches. He had flashed some fan- 
cy footwork on the play with a hip fake that 
left Florida Atlantic’s Erik McIntosh 
empty-handed. But it took a crunching 
block by Gilleylen on free safety Ed Alexan- 
der to seal the score. 

“Sometimes from upstairs it’s hard to 
see all the details — but he did stand out,” 
offensive coordinator Shawn Watson said 
of Gilleylen. 

Ask any of the Husker offensive coaches 
and they'd tell you it’s about time. 

While Gilmore might think his son T.]. 
could stand to improve his coordination, 
one thing he says is T.J. already has a great 
set of hands. 

Gilleylen, on the other hand, has left his 
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coach frustrated at times with some cases 
of the ‘drops? 

Not Saturday. 

“He’s always been capable, and hope- 
fully he has the confidence to take it to the 
next level, because Curenski’s got a lot of 
ability)’ Gilmore said. 

Life would be so much easier for quar- 
terback Zac Lee if he had Nate Swift and 
Todd Peterson at his disposal. But those 
two guys are now former Huskers. 

Saturday brought a new deck of wide 
receivers, and the best thing possible hap- 
pened, No jokers turned up. 

“Coach is trying to trust more people,’ 
Gilleylen said, referring to Gilmore singling 
out Paul for having a stellar fall camp, but 
holding back his praise for others.“‘Niles is a 
great player and he (Gilmore) wants every - 
body to step up like that.” 
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Senior wide receiver Menelik Holt scampers upfield on a 28-yard TD pass against Florida Atlantic. (Jacob Hannah) 
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Blackshirt breakdowns few 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Breakdowns? 
Yeah, there were some 
breakdowns. 


Blake Lawrence owned up to one of 
them, 

“T want to apologize right now on that 
wheel route,” the Nebraska junior line- 
backer said. 

That coverage bust left Willie Rose open 
for a38-yard reception in the second quarter 
Saturday night. 

Now, for the good part. That play was 
one of only two very obvious mental mis- 
takes in No. 24 Nebraska’s 49-3 victory 
against Florida Atlantic. 

On the other, Cortez Gent was left un- 
covered on a 27-yard reception in the third 
quarter. 

Not that there weren’t other miscues, 
some of which the Owls may not have capi- 
talized on. But compared to last season, the 
oh-my-gosh-what-just-happened mo- 
ments were far fewer. 

“The breakdowns last year, they were 
simply not knowing what to do,” Lawrence 
said. “The breakdowns (Saturday night) 
were more a focus thing. We can always fo- 
cus, we can always execute better. Those 
things are fixable.” 

Another notable difference, Lawrence 
said, is how the team responds to mistakes in 
Year 2 of the Bo Pelini era. 

“We handled it very maturely;’ Lawrence 
said, “‘A lot of times last year, there was alot 
of anxiety with mistakes and breakdowns. 

“This year, [ came to the sidelines and 
Coach Bo said, ‘Blake, you're better than 
that. Let’s do it the next time? Those kinds of 
things. There’s a more positive feeling.” 

The bottom line: Florida Atlantic quar- 


terbacks Rusty Smith and Jeff VanCamp had 
more incompletions than completions. And 
the Owls had no touchdowns. 

“Tlike where we're starting from right 
now,’ Nebraska defensive coordinator Carl 
Pelini said. “Any time you hold a team to 
three points, it’s a great place to start.” 

Never mind that Nebraska’s ballyhooed 
defensive front, led by nose tackle 
Ndamukong Suh, didn't abuse Smith or 
VanCamp. The Owls played things close to 
the vest, using maximum protection with 
two-back sets much of the night. 

“They weren't going to let our rush get to 
(Smith),” Carl Pelini said. “He threw on 
rhythm and he threw it away when he need- 
ed to. We knew that going in, he was asmart, 
talented quarterback. 

“They just deadened up the blitz game 
and the rush game, We just relied on good 
coverage?” 

That coverage helped Nebraska grab two 
interceptions (by Prince Amukamara and 
Matt O'Hanlon), with another that was 
called back because of a penalty. Toss in 
Cameron Meredith's fumble recovery, and 
that’s three turnovers for a defensive unit 
that emphasized more turnovers in fall 
camp. 

Save for some minor issues later in the 
game with the second unit, the defense’s 
communication was sound, Carl Pelini said. 

That’s significant, given the number of 
new players on defense. Will Compton and 
Sean Fisher started at linebacker, and Baker 
Steinkuhler and Meredith saw extensive 
snaps as backups. All are redshirt freshmen. 

“Tt’s great to get alot of new guys on the 
field and get them seasoned a little bit)” Carl 
Pelini said. “We've got to doa heck of a job of 
coaching this week and just cleaning up the 
little things we saw.” 
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Florida Atiantic DP) eS sO: 
Nebraska 7 14 22 
FIRST QUARTER 
41 — NEB , FLORIDA ATLANTIC O 


0-3 
7 =-4ag9 


7 
Menelik Holt 28 pass from Zac Lee (Alex Henery kick) 
SECOND QUARTER 


13:43 — NEBRASKA 14, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 0 


Curenski Gilleylen 51 pass from Lee (Henery kick) 


8:13 — NEBRASKA 14, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 3 


Ross Gomall 21 field goal 


00:51 — NEBRASKA 21, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 3 


Roy Helu 1 run (Henery kick) 


THIRD QUARTER 


12:36 — NEBRASKA 28, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 3 


Helu 7 run (Henery kick) 


7:26 — NEBRASKA 35, FLORIDA ATLANTIC. 3 


Helu 44 run (Henery kick) 


00:00 — NEBRASKA 42, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 3 


Rex Burkhead 8 run (Henery kick) 


FOURTH QUARTER 


6:03 — NEBRASKA 49, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 3 


Cody Green 1 run (Henery kick) 


FAU 
First dawns 22 
Rushes-yards 35-122 
Passing yards 236 
Passing 2041-2 
Total yards 358 
Fumblesost 54 
Penalties-yards 11-67 
Punts-avg. 435.8 
Punt returns-yards 3-10 
Kickoff returns-yards 6-107 
Time of possession 32:18 
Third-down conversions 615 
Fourth-down conversions 02 
Sack by-yards 00 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 15 22 
Cody Green 2 3 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 16 
Cody Green 2 
Rex Burkhead 9 
Zac Lee 2 
Latravis Washington a 
Marcus Mendoza rl 
Team 1 
RECEIVING 
Curenski Gilleylen 4 
Mike McNeill 4 
Menelik Holt 3 
Niles Paul 2 
Chris Brooks 1 
Rex Burkhead 1 
Ben Cotton i 
Roy Helu 1 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Rickey Thenarse 3 5 
Ndamukong Suh 4 3 
Larry Asante 3 4 
Blake Lawrence 3 3 
Prince Amukamara 3 3 
Sean Fisher 2 4 


Niles Pauk Wide recetver provided Nebraska with a high- 
light 30-yard reverse for a score. The junior cagped his day 
with 9 2-yard touchdown catch. Notes, Page F2 
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Ge 9) 
The Husker defense: Nebraska recorded its first tour 
‘Sacks of the season Saturday. NU played better, but the 


team still sees roorn tor Engrovement. Story, Page F3. 


ZAC LEE THROWS 4 TOUCHDOWNS AS HUSKERS CRUISE 


It’s time for the 


meat, potatoes 
of the schedule 


It was essentially a meaningless first - 
quarter play, but if sad alot. 

Arkansas State strong safety Kelcie Me~ 
Cray had a clear shot on Roy Helu aloog 
the sideline 
Saturday. The 
6-foot-2,190- 
pound McCray 
unloaded his 


best shot, and 
the Nebraska 
I-back wasn't 
even knocked 
off his feet. He 
basically 
shrugged it off. 

Nebraska basically shrugged off 
Arkansas State 38-9 and sent its loyal fans 
home happy - happyand curious. 

Are the No. 22 Huskers ready for a jump 
inclass? 

Ready for ancther taste of Beamerball? 

“After what happened here last year, 
getting beat (35-30) by them, we've kind of 
hud this game circled in the buck of our 
heads” Nebraska left guard Derek Meyer 
said in reference to No. 14 Virginia Tech. 

Indeed, bring on the meat and potatoes. 


‘STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Joxar nal Star Staff Writer 
————EEe 


lowa Sue 


NEO ESHE sorter eB 
Arkansas State 
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At HuskerExtra.com 


>>> View photos from the game in our galleries. 
>>> Watch the postgame news conference and see game 


heghtignts. 


Sharing the wealth 
Fourteen Huskers caught at 
least one pass Gunrg Satur 
day's game against the Red 
‘Wolves. Zac Lee completed 
passes t 11 GHerent 
cavers, including eight in the 
fest halt, Here's 3 look at now 
mary catches each Husker hac: 


KU wideout Carenski Gitleylen hawts in a 43-yard, first-quarter catch. 


CAYNET AORERTSA or = 


Curenshi Giteyien, Drew Youre. @ 
Riex Burkheas, Kyler Reed, Ben 
Corton, Ryan Hil. Khiry Cooper, 
Branden Kine, Tyier Legate 


M.D. Jennings (right) and the Arkansas State defense had a bard time slowing down Zac Lee on Saturday at Memorial Stadium. The NU janior completed passes to 11 differeat Huskers. 
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Lee the name of the 
game in Husker win 


SY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 
Lineal Serna Shr 

‘A week ago, two ESPN an- 
nouncers were at a loss who 
Zac Lee was when they saw his 
nage on 2 “hit list” T-shirt 
wom by the family member of 
Missouri Tiger. 

Who's Zac Lee? They pon- 
dered aloud, and remained 
luetess even after a commer - 
cial break. 

The Husker junior quarter- 
beck grinned when asked 
about that after Saturday's 
38-9 smacking of Arkansas 
State at Memorial Stadium. 

“I guess 1 have to do some- 
thing for them to kind of rec- 
ognize me a little bit,” Lee said. 
“And, hopefully, | continue to 
do some good things so they 
get my name right.” 

Yes, that's Zac Lee, starting 
quarterback at the University 
of Nebraska. And Saturday, 
Lee was the picture of cool in 
just his second start. 

He threw 35 passes and 


completed 27. When his day 
was over, he had 340 yards 
passing and four touchdowns, 

“He was almost flawless to- 
day.” Husker offensive coordi- 
nator Shawn Watson said. 

Again, the name's Zac Lee. 

Now the question that 
looms lange in our slice of the 
world: ls the guy ready to drive 
this Husker bus into Blacks- 
burg and return it without a 
dent? 

Many quarterbacks have 
wilted at Virginis Tech. Too 
many to name. But Watson 
doesn't expect 2 tough road 
environment to bother Lee. 

“This dude is a cool cus- 
tomer, man? Watson said. 
“He's a baliplayer. None of 
that stuff is going to bother 
him. He is a cool dude. He's 
been raised by a professional 
football player (Rob Lee). He 
getsit. He understands it. He's 
been around it his whole life. 


‘See HUSKERS, Page FS 
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OB Lee a cool customer 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


A week ago, two ESPN 
announcers were at a loss 
who Zac Lee was when they 
saw his name on a “hit list” 
T-shirt worn by a family 
member of a Mizzou player. 


Who's Zac Lee? They pondered aloud, 
and remained clueless even after a com- 
mercial break. 

The Husker junior quarterback grinned 
when asked about that after Saturday’s 38- 
9 smacking of Arkansas State at Memorial 
Stadium. 

“T guess I have to do something for them 
to kind of recognize me a little bit,’ Lee said. 
“And, hopefully, I continue to do some 
good things so they get my name right.” 

Yes, that’s Zac Lee, starting quarterback 
at the University of Nebraska. And Satur- 
day, Lee was the picture of cool in just his 
second start. 

He threw 35 passes and completed 27. 
When his day was over, he had 340 yards 
passing and four touchdowns. 

“He was almost flawless today,’ Husker 
offensive coordinator Shawn Watson said. 

Again, the name’s Zac Lee. 

Now the question that looms large in 
our slice of the world: Is the guy ready to 
drive this Husker bus into Blacksburg and 
return it without a dent? 

Many quarterbacks have wilted at Vir- 
ginia Tech. Too many to name. But Watson 
doesn’t expect a tough road environment to 
bother Lee. 

“This dude is a cool customer, man,’ 
Watson said. “He's a ballplayer. None of 
that stuffis going to bother him. He is a 
cool dude. He's been raised by a profession- 
al football player (Bob Lee). He gets it. He 
understands it. He’s been around it his 
whole life. It’ll be nothing to him.” 

Against Arkansas State, Lee was “on 


Husker tight end Ryan Hill (80) gets ready to take on Arkansas State defenders on Sept. 12. The 
7-yard pass was Hill’s only reception of the game. (Eric Gregory) 


fire”’ That’s how Red Wolves coach Steve 
Roberts put it. 

After almost throwing an interception 
on his first pass, Lee connected on his next 
eight. The most impressive was a 43-yard 
toss to Curenski Gilleylen on the game’s 
first drive. The ball was put in about the 
only spot it could be caught. 

Even when an ASU linebacker made the 
right play in the third quarter, drifting into 
coverage and getting his hands on a Lee 
pass, the ball deflected to wide receiver 
Niles Paul for a 20-yard gain. It was that 
kind of day. 

“Tf nothing else, Zac is arrogant but he 
does it in a good way,’ said senior center 
Jacob Hickman. “I want my quarterback to 
be arrogant. You don’t want your quarter- 
back to be unsure. If Zac walks out there 
and he’s like, ‘I’m going to do this’ It’s like, 
‘OK, if he’s expecting to do well, regardless, 
it kind of trickles down to everybody else in 
the huddle?” 

Lee made one pass where he threw 
across his body while scrambling. Watson 
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cringed. The pass was complete. 

“T was kind of joking to Coach Watson 
because he’s always like, ‘What passes are 
going to get you in arhythm?"” Lee said. “I 
was like, ‘Whatever you want to call? Hope- 
fully, I kind of wake up in arhythm on game 
day:” 

Said Watson: “I have really grown to 
trust him.” 

There was plenty of buzz this week 
about the potential of backup quarterback 
Cody Green, and people will no doubt con- 
tinue to talk about the true freshman. 

All that talk? Surely Lee hears it. 

“Zac doesn’t care about that,’ Watson 
said. “He knows what I know. We have a 
great thing in our (meeting) room. We have 
great people in there. The kids, they see it 
every day. They know where they stand, 
what they need to improve on. He doesn’t 
let any of that bother him.” 

Lee said the line and receivers made it 
easy Saturday. He had time. Guys were 
open. Easy. 

“The great thing with Coach Wats is 
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he’s got me to the point where I’m not really thinking a whole 
lot out there, to where things are just kind of happening,” Lee 


said. 

The Red Wolves were stacking against the run, so the I'm glad that we have a coach that cares about what Nebraska 
Huskers threw the ball. And threw. At one point, Lee had com- football is to people. It has been hard for me to watch the west 
pleted 19 of 23 attempts. coast offense. | still think back to the days that it was the option 


with frost, crouch. We're on the way back to the glory days and we 


Itshoulcn’t be as easy next week. The Huskers will likely have the right man to lead us. GO BIG RED — husker671 


meet adversity for the first time this season. 


But what Watson said he likes about Lee is that the quar- Nice win. Watson saw holes on their defense and exploited 
terback takes ownership when he screws up. them with Zac Lee's arm. Nice game by the junior QB. This team 

“He doesn’t ho-hum about it” Watson said. “He will continue to improve all season. Will it be good enough next 
says,‘Hey, Wats, I missed it. I just missed it. It’s my fault? And weekend in Blacksburg? | think it will be close and the Huskers do 


you appreciate that. I don’t say anything. I say, ‘OK, let’s get have a chance to win. Before the season | said they would lose to 


Va Tech, but now | think they have a legit chance. — dbhuskers 


the next one?” 

Ah, the next one. Finally we can talk without whispering Charlie McBride used to say “when you start thinking you're 
about Virginia Tech. A year ago, the Hokies beat Nebraska 35- good that's about the time you're gonna lose.” This is no time to 
30 in Lincoln. be complacent. |'m just glad Bo isn’t saying we're doing excellent 

Lee didn’t play in that game. But he can’t wait for this one. in all areas. Get after em Bo! —lincolniter 


It's the kind of game where a guy could really start to make a 
name for himself. 
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Things go well for offense 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Good thing Shawn Wat- 
sonisn’t trying to sucker 
folks into believing he’s 
shocked by how the offense 


has busted from the gate. 


The man doesn’t have a poker face. 

Maybe he’s good at hiding his plays, or 
mixing them up, but the gleam in the eyes 
of the Huskers’ offensive coordinator fol- 
lowing a workmanlike 38-9 win vs. 
Arkansas State left no doubt that Watson 
knows he’s got something special. 

Understanding that there are much 
stronger and faster horses waiting to face 
NU on the track, I tend to agree with him. 

A week ago, Florida Atlantic’s defense 
was overmatched. But Saturday, NU took 
ona team that was no stranger to a good, 
ol’ backyard fight. 

Last year, Arkansas State limited Texas 
A&M to 14 points while stunning the Ag- 
gies in College Station. 

Two years ago, Texas managed 21 points 
while barely escaping the Red Wolves in 
Austin. 

Saturday, Nebraska had that many 
points after its first three possessions — and 
the race’s final six furlongs didn’t matter. 

“We've got alot of stuff going?’ Watson 
said. 

Uh, no kidding. 

Last week it was the Roy Helu show. 
Saturday it was Zac Lee letting the red-clad 
masses know he’s not bothered that some 
ESPN announcers don’t recognize his 
name, or that some fans are impressed by 
the youngster wearing No. 17. 

What Arkansas State coach Steve 
Roberts found out was that there were way 
too many Husker names and numbers to 
keep under wraps. 

If it wasn’t Lee or the 11 receivers he 
found during a 340-yard, four-touchdown 
performance, then it was the linemen who 


Zac Lee evades a diving tackle attempt by Arkansas State’s M.D. Jennings. NU’s junior quarterback 
completed passes to 11 different Huskers. (William Lauer) 


kept Alex Carrington, the 2008 Sun Belt 
Conference defensive player of the year, 
from breathing down Lee’s neck. 

And don’t let that Sun Belt tag fool you. 
Carrington is a 6-foot-5, 284-pound beast. 

“It’s very difficult to game-plan against 
a team like Nebraska with the strength and 
speed of their wide receivers, and the of- 
fensive line and the running backs (with) 
their ability to run,’ Roberts said.“We tried 
to play them as balanced as we possibly 
could, and I thought they took advantage of 
some things.” 

Get used to hearing that. 

Two games into the season, the Huskers 
are averaging 197.5 yards rushing (6.6 per 
attempt) and 294.5 yards passing (an eye- 
popping 8.9 per throw). 

Better yet, they’ve committed just one 
turnover. 

So what gives? 
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Let’s just say there’s an extremely high 
comfort level between players and coaches 
in their second year together. 

“Early on in the season last year we real - 
ly didn’t have an identity. We came a long 
way in the season, but I think identity kind 
of comes with a common goal between the 
coaches and players,” senior center Jacob 
Hickman said. 

The bond is tight enough now that the 
offensive players have almost come to enjoy 
being critiqued. 

“For any team to be successful, the 
players have to listen to the coaches, but 
with coaching comes some criticisms and 
they can’t be thin-skinned,’ Watson 
said, “I'm really proud of the guys who 
coach ’em, because each one of those guys 
is a great person and he presents his correc- 
tions to his players in a way that motivates 
them.” 
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This play, where Ndamukong Suh goes airbome to tackle Arkansas State quarterback Corey Leonard, shows why the Husker defensive tackle 
was considered one of the top players in the country. (William Lauer) 
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Defense looking to improve 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Here was a chance for 
Nebraska to inflict some 
physical damage. Show 
Coach Bo why this defense 


really isn’t “soft” after all. 


Eric Hagg was blitzing from the corner 
and bearing down on Arkansas State quar- 
terback Corey Leonard. 

“T was coming pretty fast,” Hagg said. 

Acrushing blow seemed certain. Loud 
roars and high-fives would surely follow. 

Some blow. Leonard fell to the turf ina 
fetal-like position a'split second before Hagg 
arrived with a two-handed touch. 

“Tt was weird,” Hagg said. “I thought he 
disappeared or something. I just put my 
hands on him. 

“T didn’t want him to spin out on me, so 
when he fell ... it happened so fast, I don’t 
know if he tripped or something.” 

As anticlimactic as it was, that still 
counted as one of four sacks in No. 22 Ne- 
braska’s 38-9 victory Saturday. The Huskers 
had seven tackles for loss, Larry Asante 
jarred the ball loose with one of the game’s 
biggest hits, and the Red Wolves visited the 
end zone only once. 

Not bad for a soft defense, right? 

“As a team, we’re not where we want to 
be,” linebacker Blake Lawrence said. “And 
that’s a good thing. It’ll take us all year to get 
there. We strive for perfection, and that 
wasn’t perfect.” 

The “soft” word became prominent last 
week after head coach Bo Pelini used it to 
describe the defense’s play against Florida 
Atlantic. 

“T mean, he’s right,” linebacker Will 
Compton said. “We didn’t take it personally 
or nothing. He told it the way it was. We 


didn’t take it as him down-talking us or any- 
thing like that?” 

The general consensus among players 
and coaches Saturday was that Nebraska did 
show more physicality, but still not enough. 

“T wished we would’ve been more physi- 
cal, in terms of tackling?” defensive coordi- 
nator Carl Pelini said, wondering aloud how 
many yards ASU gained after contact. “I 
think that’s something that really needs to be 
an emphasis for us coming into this week.’ 

Still, Pelini said his defense, as a whole, 
played better Saturday against a better op- 
ponent that showed more schemes and per- 
sonnel sets on offense. 

Arkansas State had 274 total yards — an 
improvement from the 358 Florida Atlantic 
tallied last week — and did most of its dam- 
age on the ground. While Leonard lost 33 
yards in sacks, he gained 55 yards on seven 
carries, at times scrambling when Nebraska 
lost containment. 

“On one hand, you want to get to him in 
the pass rush, and on another hand, you've 
got to be careful, because if you open up a 
seam when you're doing that, he’s going to 
go,’ Pelini said. 

“That one long run he had (15 yards), 
we've just got to be more careful. Our defen- 
sive end made a counter move inside, and al- 
most had him and didn’t get him.” 

Pelini said his brother’s “soft” comment 
earlier in the week wasn’t meant to be criti- 
cal, and that some people may have inter- 
preted it as such. 

“Our expectations for this defense are 
very high, and we know that we're not going 
to be there in the first or second game. But 
that’s OK. You can still have high expecta- 
tions and still be very demanding of these 
guys.” 

If the Blackshirts-in-waiting need a con- 
fidence boost, maybe they can turn to 
Leonard. 

“They were fast, they were physical,’ 
Leonard said. “A typical Big 12 team.” 
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Arkansas State ie] 
Nebraska 14 
FIRST QUARTER 


10 


7 


11:40 — NEBRASKA 7, ARKANSAS ST. 0 
Tyler Legate 3 pass from Zac Lee (Alex Henery kick) 


1:15 — NEBRASKA 14, ARKANSAS ST. 0 


Mike McNeill 13 pass from Lee (Henery kick) 


SECOND QUARTER 


13:59 — 
Niles Pau! 30. run (Henery kick) 


, ARKANSAS ST. 0 


5:30 — NEBRASKA 21, ARKANSAS ST. 6 


Reggie Amold ‘1 run (kick failed) 


00:09 — NEBRASKA 24, ARKANSAS ST. G 


Henery 26 field goal 


THIRD QUARTER 


9:47 — NEBRASKA 31, ARKANSAS ST. 6 
MeNeill 32 pass from Lee (Henery kick) 


FOURTH QUARTER 


12:05 — NEBRASKA 31, AR! 
Nick Arauco 42 field goal 


1°) 


8714 — NEBRASKA 38, ARKANSAS ST. 9 


Paul 2 pass from Lee (Henery Kick) 


First downs 
Rushes-yards 

Passing yards 

Passing 

Total yards 
Furmblesost 

Penalties yards 
Punts-avg. 

Punt retums-yards 
Kickoff retums-yards 
Time of possession 
Third-down conversions 
Fourth-down conversions 
Sacks by-yards 


PASSING 
Zac Lee 27 
Cody Green 3 


RUSHING 
Roy Helu 
Niles Paul 
Rex Burkhead 
Zac Lee 
Lester Ward 
Cody Green 
Austin Jones 


RECEIVING 
Niles Paul 
Menelik Holt 
Mike McNeill 
Roy Helu 
Chris Brooks 
Curenski Gilleylen 
Dreu Young 
Rex Burkhead 
Kyler Reed 
Ben Cotton 
Ryan Hill 
Khiry Cooper 
Brandon Kinnie 
Tyler Legate 
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TACKLE LEADERS 


Larry Asante 
Prince Amukamara 
Ndamukong Suh 
Matt O'Hanlon 
Jared Crick 


RNSES 


SWRWE 
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BOOM: Huskers appear on way to making a big statement behind Helu’s running, Henery’s kicking. 
BUST: Hokies then stun Huskers with 81-yard pass and Tyrod Taylor's TD strike with 21 seconds left. 
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The Huskers had the Hokies pinned late until Tyrod Taylor launched an 61-yard pass to Danny Coale (19), who got hehind Nebraska safety Matt O'Hanlon om Saturday in Blacksburg, Va. 


It was a cruel loss, but 
NU has self to blame 


BLACKSBURG, Va. ~ Cat! Pelini seemed dazed 
“We played great defensively,” the Nebraska de- 
tensive coordinator said in assessing Saturday's 


Loss in Blacksburg tough to 
swallow for Pelini, Huskers 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 
‘incom Journal Star 


BLACKSBURG, Va.— We're still befuddled that we 
saw what we really saw. Victory seemed so certain, 
and then it pulled the cruelest of moves. It switched 
dance partners. Just switched and disappeared with 
someone else. 

‘The Husker football team was about to earn its 
biggest win in eight years. And then, end then... 

“It was like a stab in the chest,” Husker wide re- 
ceiver Niles Paul said. 

Bo Petini looked like he'd suffered one of the 
toughest losses of his career when he spoke to the 
media after Virginia Tech’s 16-15 win Saturday. 

You could understand. Pelini's offense moved the 
ball consistently but didn’t score touchdowns. His 
defense was awesome for 59 minutes and then ... 

A busted coverage and broken hearts, Tech quar- 
terback Tyrod Taylor, unimpressive all game, let 
loose with a heave. And to everyone in the stadium's 
shock, a wide receiver was completely by himself. 

Danny Coale caught the ball at about the Nebraska 
40-yard line, and Husker safety Matt O'Hanlon 
chased him. O'Hanlon finally caught Coale, but he 
wasat the 3 by that point. 

It was an 81-yard play with 71 seconds left, Lane 
Stadium shook and Husker fans all over the globe 
were asking: What happened? 


game. 

“It's acrime," he added in sizing up the bitter de- 
feat. 

Nebraska's 16-15 lass to 
Virginia Tech wasn't a 
crime in the conventional 
sense. Nobody stole any~ 
thing from the Huskers. 
Nobody wronged them; 
they were to blame for 
this mess. 

The crime was in the 
cruelty. The cruelty that 
sport occasionally in- 
ficts. 

Nebraska engaged in a rugged and ugly street fight 
with 13th- ranked Virginia Tech for three-plus hours 
at Lane Stadium, and the No. 19 Huskers clearly were 
winning in the very late stages of the brawl, Then 
they flinched, and the Hokies pounced. 

And, yes, for the Nebraska football program and its 
fervent fans, this loss was cruel, and in some ways 
unusual, 

VAT Pahthtaetnoe nese What did Nebraska do to deserve this level of pun- 


‘STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Journal Star Ssaff Writer 


“I don't know, Did you watch it? You saw what Nebraska's Néamukong Suh is too late to stop Virginia Tech quarterback —_‘{shment? 
See HUSKERS, Page £4 Tytod Taylor's game-winning touchdown pass. Seo SIPPLE, Page E4 
>>> AROUND THE BIG 12 ‘ 


Snoozing in Seattie? 
After statement wie at Ohio State, USC stumbles and 
foses 16-13 to Washington. Story, Page EG 


Homs get 
McCoy's 3yard pass with nine minutes lo& gives the 
Hors the win in early Big 12 matchup. Story, Page ES 


. At HuskerExtra.com 
«>>> Check out more images in our photo galleries and talk Husker football at ‘Life in the red’ 
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Virginia Tech 16, Nebraska 15 


This loss tough to swallow 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


BLACKSBURG, Va.— 
We're still befuddled that 
we saw what we really saw. 


Victory seemed so certain, and then it 
pulled the cruelest of moves. It switched 
dance partners. Just switched and disap- 
peared with someone else. 

The Husker football team was about to 
earn its biggest win in eight years. And 
then, and then... 

“Tt was like a stab in the chest;’ Husker 
wide receiver Niles Paul said. 

Bo Pelini looked like he'd suffered one of 
the toughest losses of his career when he 
spoke to the media after Virginia Tech’s 
16-15 win Saturday. 

You could understand. Pelini’s offense 
moved the ball consistently but didn’t score 
touchdowns. His defense was awesome for 
59 minutes and then... 

A busted coverage and broken hearts. 
Tech quarterback Tyrod Taylor, unimpres- 
sive all game, let loose with a heave. And to 
everyone in the stadium’s shock, a wide re- 
ceiver was completely by himself. 

Danny Coale caught the ball at about 
the Nebraska 40-yard line, and Husker 
safety Matt O’Hanlon chased him, O’Han- 
lon finally caught Coale, but he was at the 3 
by that point. 

It was an 81-yard play with 71 seconds 
left. Lane Stadium shook and Husker fans 
all over the globe asked “What happened?” 

“T don’t know. Did you watch it? You 
saw what happened. Let’s go to the next 
question,” Pelini said. “It’s pretty obvious 
what happened on that. I’m not going to sit 
here and belabor the point.” 

Husker secondary coach Marvin 
Sanders said it was a punch in the gut simi- 
lar to last year’s 37-31 overtime loss at Texas 
Tech. 

“What I saw, the quarterback rolled out, 
and Matty (O’Hanlon) didn’t get deep 
enough,’ Sanders said. “But you know, that 


Nebraska's Roy Helu breaks away from the Virginia Tech defense. The junior rushed 28 times for a 
career-high 169 yards in the heartbreaking, last-second loss to the Hokies. (Eric Gregory) 


was one play and the kid played good all 
game. I’ve just got to get him coached up a 
little better.” 

O'Hanlon came back on the next play to 
sack Taylor at the 11. An incomplete pass 
followed. Third down loomed. Hey, maybe 
the Huskers were going to have their 
biggest road win in 12 years, after all. 

No, no, no. Taylor scrambled for what 
seemed an eternity. Husker players were all 
around but no one got to him. Taylor let the 
pass go. The roar that followed was all you 
needed to know. 

“That situation is tough. He’s scram- 
bling and everything. I personally hada 
great shot, but I didn’t get there in time,” 
said Ndamukong Suh, a monster all game. 
“And I can only hope that the next time I’m 
in the situation I make the play” 

No excuses from Pelini. 


“You have got to make the sack,” he said. 


“You have got to go get them. We didn’t do 
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it. The guy was scrambling and he got them 
(Husker defenders) to stop and hesitate. 
The guy made a play; good job by them.” 

Dyrell Roberts caught the pass low with 
Prince Amukamara covering tight. Officials 
reviewed it, but the call was obvious, Only 
21 seconds remained. 

Husker players sunk to their knees. The 
results of most football games are easily ex- 
plained. This one isn’t. 

“Tt sucked, man,” Paul said. “It hurt real 
bad because I was for sure we were going to 
stop them. Our defense played a great 
game. I was for sure we were going to stop 
them,’ 

Nebraska appeared to dominate 
throughout, but the scoreboard didn’t 
illustrate it. 

Heading into the fourth quarter, Ne- 
braska held a 271-142 advantage in total 
yards. Junior I-back Roy Helu, who was 
splendid in defeat, had 38 more yards than 


the entire Hokie offense after 45 
minutes of play. 

But this is a game of touchdowns 
and the Huskers had none. It was a 
drive in the third quarter that will be 
replayed the most this week. The 
Huskers had a first-and-goal at the 
Virginia Tech 6. An apparent touch- 
down pass to Mike McNeill was 
called back because of a penalty, then 
NU committed penalty after penalty 
until it was out of field- goal range. 

“They gave us plenty of chances 
to put the ball in the end zone,” 
Husker wide receiver Menelik Holt 
said. “We didn’t put it in. That’s our 
fault. That’s something we'll carry on 
our shoulders.” 

Quarterback Zac Lee was just l1- 
of-30 for 136 yards. His longest com- 
pletion was a 35-yarder to Curenski 


Gilleylen in the fourth quarter, but 
even that toss was off the mark. 
Gilleylen was wide-open and proba- 
bly should have had a touchdown. 
Instead, the drive stalled and Alex 


Henery had to kick his fifth field goal. 


Virginia Tech fans stormed the 
field after the game. They seemed as 
stunned by the victory as the 
Huskers were by the defeat. 

Don’t ask about moral victories. 
We know they don’t exist when it 
comes to Husker football. And if you 
believe they do, you're not in line 
with Pelini. 

“T don’t measure on yards or how 
we play. You’ve got to win the foot - 
ball game,” Pelini said. “I measure it 
on results. That’s how we measure 
things around here.” 


Virginia Tech 16, Nebraska 15 Sept. ; 


This team needs to hold its head high they 
played a heck of a game that they would of been 
humiliated in a few years back. BO and staff keep 
teaching, Huskers keep listening you will return 
this program to greatness! — Low Country 
Husker 


What a game!! It will be a long flight home for 
the team. It’s not what happens to you ... it's how 
you deal with it that counts. | have faith that this 
team will move on. A lot of football to play yet. 

— fleaflicker 


There is no reason why we should not win the 
Big 12 North, and no reason why we will not be on 
the short list for the Holiday Bowl. We lived on 9-3 
for a long time. | miss it. | can take a few losses to 
good teams. | can’t take the blowouts and lack of 
effort. The team gave 100%, and came up a little 
short against the best defense they will play this 
year. — Tadow 


NU only has self 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


BLACKSBURG, Va. — 
Carl Pelini seemed dazed. 


“We played great defensively,’ the Ne- 
braska defensive coordinator said in assess- 
ing Saturday's game. “It’s a crime;” he 
added in sizing up the bitter defeat. 

Nebraska’s 16-15 loss to Virginia Tech 
wasn’t a crime in the conventional sense. 
Nobody stole anything from the Huskers. 
Nobody wronged them; they were to blame 
for this mess. 

The crime was in the cruelty. The cruel- 
ty that sport occasionally inflicts. 

Nebraska engaged in arugged and ugly 
street fight with 13th-ranked Virginia Tech 
for three-plus hours at Lane Stadium, and 
the No. 19 Huskers clearly were winning in 
the very late stages of the brawl. Then they 
flinched, and the Hokies pounced. 

And, yes, for the Nebraska football pro- 
gram and its fervent fans, this loss was cru- 
el, andin some ways unusual. 

What did Nebraska do to deserve this 
level of punishment? 

Well, on this day, it was mostly what the 
Huskers didn’t do. 

They didn’t finish. 

They didn’t close the deal on defense in 
the final minutes, wasting an impressive 
207-86 advantage in rushing yards. 

They didn’t finish drives on offense, 
settling for five field goals. 

They didn’t step on the opponent’s 
throat when they had the chance to doso 
time and time again, but especially in the 
shadow of Virginia Tech’s goal line late in 
the third quarter when an irritating buga- 
boo of the Bo Pelini administration — 
penalties — reared its ugly head. 

Four penalties — two holding calls (one 
that negated a touchdown) and two false 
starts — in that situation are inexplicable 
and inexcusable. 

Nebraska yearns to again be relevant on 
the national scene. But the biggest of the 
big-time programs — the Floridas, the Tex- 
ases, the Alabamas, the Southern Cals 
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to blame 


Eric Hagg pulls down Virginia Tech receiver Jarrett Boykin during the Sept. 19 game in Blacksburg, 
Va. (William Lauer) 


(oops) — hardly ever self-destruct to that 
degree. 

The best of the best close the deal. They 
finish drives. They close deals and go home 
happy. 

Virginia Tech is a big-time program. 
Yes, add the Hokies to the above list of big- 
time programs. Saturday, they finished off 
Nebraska with a big assist from the 
Huskers. 

Rule No. 1 in cover-2 defense: Never al- 
low a wide receiver to get behind you. 

That’s what Nebraska’s secondary did at 
the end, allowing Tyrod Taylor to find 
wideout Danny Coale wide-open for an 81- 
yard gain that set up Virginia Tech’s game- 
winning touchdown with 21 seconds left. 

“Taylor scrambled, and we lost track of 
the receiver;’ Husker secondary coach Mar- 
vin Sanders said of the punch to Big Red’s 
solar plexus. 

Taylor then landed the knockout blow 
with his 11-yard strike to Dyrell Roberts. 
Before Taylor gunned the pass, he scram- 
bled for what must have seemed an eternity 
to Nebraska fans. Again, great teams finda 
way to get to the quarterback on that type 
of play. Somebody in scarlet and cream 
needed to step up. 

“T wish we would’ve been more aggres- 
sive at the end of that play, when he was 
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scrambling — just go get him,” Carl Pelini 
said. “We didn’t.” 

Nebraska defensive tackle Ndamukong 
Suh at one point seemed to have a shot at 
Taylor. 

“He had been rushing the passer all 
day,’ Carl Pelini said of Suh, who played 
brilliantly throughout the game. “He was 
probably exhausted at that point.” 

Suh and Nebraska I-back Roy Helu (28 
rushes for 169 yards) rose to the occasion in 
a big way. Is there a better Big 12 running 
back than Helu? 

Generally speaking, Nebraska, as a pro- 
gram, rose to the occasion. The Huskers 
looked poised for a breakthrough victory. 
They appeared headed for a rather ugly big- 
game triumph that to them would've been 
as pretty as the mountain terrain surround- 
ing Blacksburg. 

It appeared they would stamp them- 
selves as a legit top-15 outfit and show they 
were closing the gap on those big-time pro- 
grams that currently enjoy the level of re- 
spect Big Red once did. 

Clearly, Nebraska is closing that gap. 

“We had our eyes on the prize,” Nebras- 
ka senior wideout Menelik Holt said. “But a 
couple of us flinched.” 

And Virginia Tech pounced. 


Virginia Tech 16, Nebraska 15 Sept. 19, 2009 


Niles Paul tries to get away from Matt Reidy of Virginia Tech on a first-quarter punt return. (William Lauer) 
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Late mistake was costly 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


BLACKSBURG, Va. — 
Nobody I know saw Matt 
O’Hanlon exit Lane Stadium 
on Saturday after Virginia 
Tech plucked victory from 
No. 19 Nebraska, in part be- 
cause of a final-minute bust 
on the part of the Husker 
free safety. 


I saw a guy leaving ina Darth Vader mask 
(in Hokie maroon and orange colors, of 
course). Could it have been? Undoubtedly, a 
lot of Husker fans today are going to act as if 
O'Hanlon really did go to the Dark Side. 

Don’t do the kid like that. 

Yeah, the walk-on from Bellevue got 
burned by flanker Danny Coale, who, once 
he was released by cornerback Anthony 
West ona second-and-6 play, was left 
roaming free. Coale caught a pass from 
Tyrod Taylor and nearly streaked 84 yards 
for a game-winning touchdown. 

Just don’t forget that O'Hanlon busted 
his tail to make a diving tackle at the 3. Or 
that he came free on a blitz the next play to 
record an 8-yard sack on Taylor, who two 
plays later put the Huskers’ hearts in their 
throats with the kind of play that only an 
athlete like that makes. 

Naturally, the one that’ll stick in your 
craw — and the one O’Hanlon might never 
live down — is when the senior got caught 
perhaps peeking too much at Taylor scram- 
bling away from trouble and losing track of 
Coale. 

Unfortunately for free safeties, the only 
safety net that exists when you get beat deep 
is the hope for the throw to be off-target. 

Taylor, who for most of the day looked 
like he couldn’t hit the broad side of a barn, 
finally threw it through the tiniest window 


and so today, heck, all week, you're going to 
be asking yourself how does such a crazy 
thing happen? 

Fair enough. 

Nebraska was in cover-2, a defense where 
the two safeties are supposed to line up and, 
splitting the field in half, cover the two 
deepest zones. 

“That’s our best call for that situation,” 
defensive coordinator Carl Pelini said. 

West let Coale go past him after he’d got- 
ten beyond West’s zone only to turn, after 
the rolling-out Taylor let the pass go, to see 
Coale running alone just before the ball hit 
him in stride. 

“] figured the safeties were sitting high, 
but ... they made a good play;’ West said. 

While the result, given the coverage NU 
was in, was “very flukish” to secondary 
coach Marvin Sanders, he did note that the 
same thing happened to Nebraska in last 
year's loss at Texas Tech. 

“The quarterback rolled out and Matty 
didn’t get deep enough,’ Sanders said.*But 
that’s one play. The kid played good all 
game.” 

For sure, Nebraska will need O’Hanlon to 
recover from the rough experience if it is to 
be a force in the Big 12 North Division. 

It also better learn to finish drives, some- 
thing that it struggled to do Saturday. 

“Tt’s not on one particular person. Every- 
body could have dealt better’ West said. 

Indeed, this was a game Nebraska had no 
business losing. People should have been 
sent scrambling at the end to find the last 
game the Huskers won without scoring a 
touchdown. 

Instead, Taylor left O’Hanlon scrambling 
for a quick and inconspicuous exit. 

It’s acrue] game — just be careful about 
pinning it all on No. 33. 

“Your heart drops, but the (game) still 
wasn't over,’ linebacker Phillip Dillard said 
of the play that pumped life back into the 
Hokies. “We were still fighting for it. 

“T believe in my teammates and everyone 
else should.” 
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Va. Tech 16, Nebraska 15 


Nebraska 3 918 3 =35 
Virginia Tech 7 3 O 6 -16 
FIRST QUARTER 


11:15 — VIRGINIA TECH 7, NEBRASKA O 
Ryan Williams 4 run (Matt Waldron kick) 


00:56 — VIRGINIA TECH 7, NEBRASKA 3 
Alex Henery 40 field goal 


SECOND QUARTER 
12:49 — VIRGINIA TECH 7, NEBRASKA 6 
Henery 27 field goal 


5:23 — NEBRASKA 9, VIRGINIA TECH 7 
Henery 19 field goal 


2:30 — VIRGINIA TECH 10. NEBRASKA 9 
Waldron 9 field goal 


00:18 — NEBRASKA 12, VIRGINIA TECH LO 
Henery 38 field goal 


FOURTH QUARTER 
4:33 — NEBRASKA 15, VIRGINIA TECH 10 
Henery 38 field goal 


00:21 — VIRGINIA TECH 16, NEBRASKA 15 
Dyrell Roberts 11 pass from Tyrod Taylor (pass failed) 


NU VT 
First downs 18 11 
Rushes-yards 36-207 37-86 
Passing yards 136 192 
Passing 11-302 12-27-0 
Total yards 343 278 
Fumblesost 00 0.0 
Penalties-yards 960 753 
Punts-avg. 6415 846.9 
Punt returns-yards 686 16 
Kickoff returms-yards 4-86 3.114 
Time of possession 29:46 30:14 
Thirdiown conversions 617 818 
Fourthdown conversions 00 O41 
Sacks by-yards 425 00 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 11 30 136 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 28 169 
Zac Lee 8 38 
RECEIVING 
Roy Helu + 33 
Chris Brooks 2 16 
Curenski Gilleylen 1 35 
Niles Paul 1 419 
Rex Burkhead i 16 
Menelik Holt 1 13 
Mike McNeill 1 4 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Larry Asante 7 1 8 
Jared Crick 2 5 7 
Will Compton ah 6 7 
Prince Amukamara 4 2 6 
Larry Asante 3 3 6 
Sean Fisher 2 4 6 
Barry Turner 2 4 6 
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Huskers show no hangover 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


When you have a sellout 
streak that goes back 47 
years, you earn the right to 
play alittle dress-up. 


At Memorial Stadium on Saturday 
night, there were Buddy Holly glasses and 
poodle skirts and fedoras from another age. 

Husker fans took it back to the ’60s. All 
was groovy. Unless you were Louisiana- 
Lafayette. Yes, the Ragin’ Cajuns were 
probably wishing they could go back in 
time too — back to the day they scheduled 
this game. 

Consecutive sellout No. 300 turned out 
like so many others in the streak. The 
Huskers played the hammer, the foe the 
nail. 

Sporting throwback uniforms from 
1962, No. 25 Nebraska never left a doubt in 
a55-0 win before a stadium-record crowd 
of 86,304. 

Bob Devaney would have liked this one. 
It was the Big Red’s first shutout since 
blanking Troy in 2006. 

“T said they’d come out and play with 
passion and play with great effort and that’s 
what happened; Husker coach Bo Pelini 
said. “Ilove the attitude of this football 
team and how they came back after the 
trouble we had last week.” 

And then Pelini said what we’re all 
thinking. 

“Now the season starts, Right now. 
That’s the way we look at it. That’s the way 
Took at it. It’s time to put the foot on the 
gas pedal and go, because we have along 
season ahead of us and a lot of challenges 
coming up.” 

Big 12 plays begins Oct. 8 for Nebraska 
at Missouri, a place the Huskers haven’t 
won in eight years. 

But Saturday, the Huskers looked every 
bit the part of the Big 12 North favorite they 
were said to be before this season. 

Louisiana-Lafayette defeated Kansas 


These Husker fans were among the many celebrating Nebraska’s 300th consecutive sellout at 


Memorial Stadium on Sept. 26. (Erin Duerr) 


State this year (yes, that’s really true) and 
played respectable enough in a 31-3 loss to 
LSU a week ago. But the Huskers were lead- 
ing 27-0 before Saturday’s game was 19 
minutes old, scoring three touchdowns and 
two field goals on their first five posses - 
sions. 

Your halftime score? 34-0. Fans were 
doing the wave not even five minutes into 
the second half. 

It was a pleasurable Big Red waltz a 
week after a stomach-turning 16-15, last- 
minute loss to Virginia Tech. If you were ex- 
pecting Nebraska to have a hangover from 
that game, think again. 

“Everybody was sitting here thinking 
after that game, ‘If ] could have just done 
this in that game, maybe we would have 
won)” Husker defensive end Pierre Allen 
said. “And nobody wanted to feel that feel- 
ing again,” 

The Nebraska defense played with a se- 
rious bite for the second straight week. 
Blackshirts anyone? Maybe. NU forced 
three turnovers and even got a score when 
Larry Asante picked off a pass and returned 
it 74 yards for a touchdown. 
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Not perfect, Pelini said of his defense. 
But he never will say that. The coach would 
say this: “We're in the right galaxy now, 
where last year we were a few solar systems 
away.” 

Nebraska won the yardage battle 433- 
222. Quarterback Zac Lee rebounded from a 
poor showing last week by going 15-of-18 
for 238 yards anda score. 

And Pelini got to play a lot of guys. Ne- 
braska dressed the whole team for the first 
time since Pelini’s been coach. 

Senior linebacker Phillip Dillard said the 
Huskers played with a chip on their shoul- 
ders. 

“We could either go up or go down and 
we chose to go up,” Dillard said. “That's 
what we came out here and tried to do, try 
to make a statement that we're going to 
come back strong regardless of what obsta- 
cles come in front of us.” 

As you'd expect, the game was filled 
with many tributes to the sellout streak. 
Frank Solich, Turner Gill, Barry Switzer and 
announcer Keith Jackson all had taped 
messages that ran on the HuskerVision 
screens and saluted the fans. 


“Keep filling up Memorial Stadium. Keep winning football cham- 
pionships. And Go Huskers,” Solich told the crowd. 

It certainly has been some run. And some dominance. Of those 
300 sellouts, Nebraska won 26] of them. 

Lee called the streak an amazing thing. 

“As the game wore on, we found ourselves looking around and 
saying, ‘This is pretty cool. We're going to be the answer to some triv- 
ia questions someday?” 

Pelini seemed pleased at the night’s events, too. But, still, there 


were little things that nagged him. 


He noted his team has to play with better tempo and much cleaner. 


Nebraska had six penalties. 

“The things we have to fix are all in our control,’ Pelini said. “We 
have to fix ourselves in a lot of different respects and we’ll keep work- 
ing to do that. We played well, we 
didn’t play near perfect.” 

Maybe not, but no one in Buddy Holly glasses was complaining. 


Nebraska 55, La.-Lafayette 0 


Is it me or did our young guys show us that the future is 
bright here at Nebraska? Holy cow. What a game. | hope 
the players know that this win meant an awful lot to me and 
a lot of other fans, and a lot of former players as well. Well 
done guys, and pitching the shutout was even better. Words 
can't express how good | feel about that game. | don't give 
a damn if it was Louisiana-Lafayette. We showed some real 
fierceness and passion and | know that’s the main thing | 
want to see. — Big Red Glory 


This defense is the real thing. | haven’t been this im- 
pressed with the Blackshirts since this decade started. — 
Hoarse 


Has anybody else noticed that the cheerleaders are also 
wearing throwbacks? Good stuff! — Redinten 
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Defense will be key for NU 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Congrats to Nebraska on 
its 300th consecutive sell- 
out. It was amemorable 
party Saturday night at the 
old stadium. 


Now, on to more pertinent matters, Big 
matters. Title matters. 

In four nonconference games, Nebraska 
(3-1) showed us plenty. Above all, the 25th- 
ranked Huskers showed they should be 
considered the clear-cut favorites to finish 
first in the Big 12 North. Yes, clear-cut. Let’s 
make that distinction now. They showed us 
that, ina one-game scenario, you can’t rule 
out Big Red winning all the Big 12 marbles. 

Perhaps Virginia Tech showed us that. 

One week after eking out a 16-15 home 
win against Nebraska, the llth-ranked 
Hokies took apart No. 9 Miami 31-7 Satur- 
day in Blacksburg, Va., holding the Hurri- 
canes to 209 total yards in a pouring rain — 
134 fewer than the Huskers gained last 
week. The Hokies rolled up 370 yards, or 
100 more than they managed last week. 

Did Virginia Tech’s triumph in the slop 
essentially make a positive statement for 
two programs Saturday? I'd say so. 

Oh, yes, we should note Nebraska made 
astatement of its own, tossing aside 
Louisiana-Lafayette 55-0 before a record 
86,304 fans at Memorial Stadium. 

If there was a hangover from last week’s 
excruciatingly hard loss, Nebraska should 
play with hangovers every week. 

If there’s a better defense in the Big 12 
North, I haven’t seen it. 

This just in: Nebraska plays much 
stronger defense than either Missouri or 
Kansas, the Huskers’ foremost challengers 
in the North. I’m certain of that. 

What’s more, it appears NU runs the 
ball better than either Mizzou or KU. 

Call me old-school, but those two traits 
— running the ball and defending it — are 


the keys to winning championships. 

Let’s start with defense. 

I’m not saying Nebraska has a great de- 
fense at this point, but it’s moving in that 
direction. It’s playing with a hard edge. It’s 
making sacks, creating turnovers, and gen- 
erally improving in all areas, said defensive 
coordinator Carl Pelini. 

“Our pass rush is starting to look like it 
looked late last season,” he said.“In terms of 
defending the run, we’re really starting to 
get our fits and get comfortable there.” 

Nebraska’s biggest question mark on 
defense — its young linebackers — has be- 
come less of an issue in the last two weeks. 

“They’ve progressed in all aspects — 
coverage and defending the run,’ Carl Pelini 
said, “They give us a physicality we didn’t 
have a year ago.” 

“They'll make some mistakes still,” he 
added. “It’s just seeing something new they 
haven’t seen. But one thing I love about 
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Brothers Bo and Carl Pelini urge on the Husker defense against the Ragin’ Cajuns. (Ted Kirk) 


those guys, they may make a little mistake 
and allow a little completion, but they cor- 
rect it next time it comes.” 

As for NU’s offense, neither Missouri 
nor Kansas features a running back with a 
better combination of speed and strength 
than Roy Helu, who rushed 15 times for 83 
yards Saturday after pounding Virginia 
Tech for 169, He may be the best all-around 
back in the Big 12. 

Nebraska’s offensive line appears to be 
stronger than those at Kansas and Missouri 
(which admittedly isn’t saying much). 

We shall see soon enough. 

This Big 12 North race likely will be wild 
and woolly. Yes, I strongly believe Nebraska 
is the best team overall. But the Huskers 
may have the most difficult league schedule 
of the three, having to travel to both MU 
and KU. 

Bo’s right. Buckle up — the season starts 
now. 


Nebraska 55, La.-Lafayette 0 


Riddell . 
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A chip on their shoulders 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Bo Pelini wanted two 
main things from his 
defense Saturday. More 
turnovers, and a shutout. 


‘The first helped Nebraska establish the 
latter. 

Louisiana-Lafayette crossed midfield 
only three times. One series ended witha 
woefully short 50-yard field-goal attempt. 
The other two drives went a bit deeper, but 
both ended when the Blackshirts — we can 
call them that now, right? — forced an inter- 
ception and a fumble. 

That helped Nebraska record its first 
shutout since 2006. 

“Coach Pelini came in saying he wanted a 
shutout, so that’s what we gave him,” defen- 
sive back Alfonzo Dennard said after No. 25 
Nebraska's 55-0 victory at Memorial Stadi- 
um. 

Coaches also stressed turnovers. Actual- 
ly, that’s been an emphasis since the begin- 
ning of fall camp. But the desire was even 
greater after Nebraska collected zero 
turnovers in last week’s 16-15 loss at Virginia 
Tech. 

“We wanted them to be more aggressive 
to the football)’ defensive coordinator Carl 
Pelini said. “Take chances, Get after it. Don’t 
let an opportunity go by.’ 

Larry Asante paid heed. The senior safety 
intercepted Chris Masson after Nebraska 
blitzed the UL-Lafayette quarterback ona 
third-and-10 play in the second quarter, The 
Ragin’ Cajuns had driven to the Nebraska 
29-yard line, but Asante went untouched in 
returning the interception 74 yards for a 
touchdown and 34-0 lead. 

Asante, though, left the game after suf- 
fering a lower leg injury on the play. 

“He took a shot on the shin or some- 
thing,’ Carl Pelini said, noting X-rays were 
negative, and that Asante is expected to re- 
turn to practice next week. 

UL-Lafayette, which managed only 222 
yards of offense, drove from its 48 to the Ne- 


braska 17 in the third quarter. Two of the Ra- 
gin’ Cajuns’ three biggest plays of the game 
— 10 yards and 12 yards — came on consecu- 
tive snaps in the series. 

But cornerback Dejon Gomes stripped 
Draylon Booker of the football after a4-yard 
run, and linebacker Sean Fisher scooped the 
ball and ran 21 yards before losing his balance 
in open field and falling. 

“Regardless of what the score was at that 
point — we had a good, decent lead — we’re 
still going to fight,” linebacker Phillip Dillard 
said of creating turnovers. “We're going to 
play as ifthe score’s 0-0 on every down, and 
that we have something to prove.” 

Dillard said Nebraska played with deter- 
mination and a sense of urgency a week after 
allowing a touchdown in the final seconds of 
a one-point defeat. 

“We weren't feeling sorry for ourselves. 
Nobody was,” Dillard said. “There was a lot 
of spark, and there was a lot of determina- 
tion. We had a big chip on our shoulders.” 

Nebraska pressured Masson early and of- 
ten. Redshirt freshman Cameron Meredith’s 
sack in the first half was the first allowed by 
UL-Lafayette this season. 

And when the Huskers blitzed, they were 
effective. 

“We were really simple defensively with 
our game plan,” Carl Pelini said. “We hada 
couple of different pressures. We used them, 
but my guess is we probably didn’t blitz 20 
percent of the time tonight. We were pretty 
effective with our blitz.” 

With injuries to Asante and Rickey 
Thenarse, who suffered a knee injury on a 
first-half kickoff and didn’t return, coaches 
relied on backups suchas P.J. Smith and 
Courtney Osborne. 

They were among several reserves, Carl 
Pelini said, who followed the first-team’s 
lead. 

“Even our twos were locked in”” he said. 
*A lot of times you put your subs in at the 
end of a game like that, you have some 
dropoff. I thought they executed the game 
plan really well, which tells me they were lis- 
tening in meetings.” 

Pelini said Nebraska is learning how to 
finish plays, something coaches have been 
stressing all season. 
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Nebraska 55, La.-Lafa 0 


La-Lafayette o 0 0 O=0 


Nebraska 13.21 7 14 —55 
FIRST QUARTER 
7:06 — NEBRASKA 3, LA-LAFAYETTE 0 


Alex Henery 39 field goal 


5:03 — NEBRASKA 10, LA-LAFAYETTE 0 
Ben Cotton fumble recovery in end zone (Henery kick) 


00:08 — NEBRASKA 13, LA.LAFAYETTE 0 
Henery 46 field goal 


SECOND QUARTER 
12:00 — NEBRASKA 20, LA-LAFAYETTE 0 
Chris Brooks 4 pass from Zac Lee (Henery kick) 


14:11 — NEBRASKA 27, LA-LAPAYETTE O 
Roy Helu! 2 run (Henery kick) 


6:16 — NEBRASKA 34, LA-LAFAYETTE O 
Larry Asante 74 interception return (Henery kick) 


THIRD QUARTER 
8:36 — NEB! 41, LA-LAFAYETTE 0 
Helu 2 run (Henery kick) 


FOURTH QUARTER 
11:04 — NEBRASKA 48, LA,-LAFAYETTE O 
Rex Burkhead 24 pass from Cody Green (Henery kick) 


8:46 — RASKA 55, LA-LAFAYETTE O 
Green 24 run (Henery Kick) 


LL NU 
First downs 21 
Rushes-yards 37-102 34133 
Passing yards 13% 
Passing 15271 22260 
Total yards 222 433 
Fumbleslost 42 20 
Penalties-yards 314 654 
Punts-avg, 843.1 345.7 
Punt returns-yards 10 467 
Kickoff retums-yards 467 1-21 
Time of possession 30:03 29:57 
Third-down conversions 5416 6-11 
Fourthdown conversions 11 00 
Sacks-yards 16 2-14 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 15 18 238 
Cody Green 7 8 62 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 15 83 
Rex Burkhead 6 27 
Cody Green 3 22 
LaTravis Washington 2 10 
Austin Jones 2 9 
Collins Okafor 1 9 
Ben Cotton ie} Q 
Zac Lee 3 2 
Team 2 25 
RECEIVING 
Rex Burkhead 4 26 
Chris Brooks 3 50 
Curenski Gilleylen 2 85 
Khiry Cooper 2 26 
Mike McNeill 2 26 
Roy Helu 2 11 
Dreu Young 1 34 
Kyler Reed 1 16 
Tier Legate 4 11 
Niles Paul 1 9 
Antonio Bell 1 3 
Wes Cammack 1 2 
Will Henry 4 1 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Eric Hage 2 4 6 
Sean Fisher Hl 5 6 
Ndamukong Suh 1 5 6 
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HUSKER EXTRA 


Nebraska 27, Missourii12 Oct. 8, 2009 


THE RALLY: It's the largest fourth-quarter comeback for NU since 1966 


4TH-QUARTER SURGE: The Huskers score 27 unanswered points to top Mizzou 


TO 
Nebraska's Niles Pau! (lett) and Menelik Holt cetebrate the first of two Paul lourth-quarter towchdowns Thursday aight at rain-drenched Columb! 


Win has Pelini touch all over it 


COLUMBIA, Mo, ~ Details, 
details. 

I'll get to those devilish details 
in aminute, Nebraska fans. 

Go ahead and celebrate a sig- 
nature victory for the Huskers 
and their second-year head 
coach, Bo Pelini. 

Nebraska 27, Missouri 12. 

Yes, Peli will put his signa- 
ture on this one, as ughy as it was 
at tines for both teams Thursday 
night, 

Nebraska's offense probably 
gave its fans flu-like symptoms 
much of the night. Watching it 


‘STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Journes! Sts Staff Writer 


was hard to stomach 
Inthe end, though, Husker 
tans were all aTwitter. 
Yep, this had Pelini written all 
over it. Nebraska won it with de- 


fense and guts. This Pelini guy 
evidently knows what he’s do- 
ing. You saw it this week in 
everything from his light -heart- 
ed Twitter banter about fu-like 
symptoms perhaps afflicting a 
few of his players — the message: 
hey everybody, lighten up — to 
his formation of a game plan that 
held Missouri's spread offense to 
225 yards and three second-half 
points. 

And to think, was getting 
ready to skewer Bo for his team's 


‘See SIPPLE, Page C6 
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Huskers overcome 
sloppy conditions, 
sluggish 3 quarters 
to stun Missouri. 
BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Uncle dosnt Stas 

COLUMBIA, Mo, ~ On a 
night fit for canoes and per- 
haps the construction of an 
ark, the Huskers were playing 
as sloppy as the weather, 

The most elementary as- 
pects of the game were prov- 
ing the most difficult. They 
couldn't snap the football. 
‘They couldn't catch punts, It 
was misery in Missouri. And 
then they... won? 

‘You didn’t go to bed early, 
did you? 

Just when the pundits were 
starting to write the obit on 
this game, the Huskers rallied 
to a 27-12 win at Faurot Fiekd 
on Thursday night. It was slop 
in the rain. But that wasn't go- 
ing to keep the Huskers from 
smiling as they got on the bus 
ater a major win in the race 
for Big 12 North supremacy. 

“We talked about it at half- 
time, and we said before we 
walked out there for the sec- 
one half, “We will not walk out 
of bere without a win!" 
Husker coach Bo Pelini said. 
“We just kept fighting. You 
can get down in situations like 
that when things arent going 
your way. It's pretty easy to 
feel sorry for yourselves and 
let the game get away from us. 
We never let the game get 
away from us” 

Nebraska's defense was 
dominant and the offense 
awakened from a three -quar- 
ter slumber just in time to take 
vietory from the Tigers on a 
rain-soaked might. 

It was 12-0 Missouri! going 
into the fourth quarter. Per- 
haps you put the kid to bed. 


See HUSKERS, Page OS 


End of a drought 


Nebraska's win agninst 24th 
ranked Missouri ended a six 
ime losing streak agpinst 
famed toons On the road: 


‘06 Nebraska 28 
No. 24 Texas ABM 27 
‘07 No.17Missout = 41 
Nebraska 6 
“OT No. 17 Texas 23 
Nebraska 3 
‘07 No. 8 Kansas 76 
Nebraska K >) 


No.7 Texas tech 37 
Nebraska (OT) 31 


No.4 Cktahoma = 62 
Nebraska 2 


08 

8 

"OO No. 13 Virgina Tech 16 
No. 19 Netrasks = 15 

oo 


>>> Watch video heghaighits 
froen the game. 

>>> Talk Husher football with 
fellow fans at the “Life in the 
fod” bogs. 


Dejon Gomes’ interception set 
ep Nebrasha’s third score im the 
fourth quarter Tharsday aight in 
Columbia, Mo. 
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Fourth-quarter flurry lifts NU 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


COLUMBIA, Mo. — Ona 
night fit for canoes and 
construction of an ark, the 
Huskers were playing as 
sloppy as the weather. 

The most elementary aspects of the 
game were proving the most difficult. They 
couldn’t snap the football. They couldn’t 
catch punts. It was misery in Missouri. And 
then they... won? 

You didn’t go to bed early, did you? 

Just when the pundits were starting to 
write the obit on this game, the Huskers 
rallied for a 27-12 win at Faurot Field on 
Thursday night. It was slop in the rain. But 
that wasn’t going to keep the Huskers from 
smiling as they got on the bus after a major 
win in the race for Big 12 North supremacy. 

“We talked about it at halftime, and we 
said before we walked out there for the sec- 
ond half, ‘We will not walk out of here 
without a win!” Husker coach Bo Pelini 
said. “We just kept fighting. You can get 
down in situations like that when things 
aren’t going your way. It’s pretty easy to feel 
sorry for yourselves and let the game get 
away from us. We never let the game get 
away from us.” 

Nebraska’s defense was dominant and 
the offense awakened from a three-quarter 
slumber just in time to take victory from 
the Tigers on a rain-soaked night. 

It was 12-0 Missouri going into the 
fourth quarter. Perhaps you put the kid to 
bed. You shouldn’t have. 

There was lightning at halftime and 
suddenly there was lightning from Nebras- 
ka’s offense when quarterback Zac Lee — 
having struggled mightily to that point — 
found a wide-open Niles Paul on a 56-yard 
touchdown with 13:56 left to finally put the 
Huskers on the board. 

True freshman Cody Green had been 


The game against Missouri was one that Alex Henery probably would like to forget. He punted eight 
times for a 39.4-yard average in a driving rainstorm, and had to try to corral numerous off-target 


snaps, including one that he threw out of the end zone for a safety. But the Huskers rallied with 27 


unanswered points in the fourth quarter for a 27-12 victory. (William Lauer) 


taking warmup snaps just before that toss, 

“You always consider putting people in, 
but it was alot more than Zac in the first 
three quarters of why we weren’t perform- 
ing well,” Pelini said. “We had some issues 
and we fought through them.” 

After the long touchdown, Missouri 
gave it right back when Ndamukong Suh 
jumped up and intercepted a Blaine Gab- 
bert pass at the Tiger 18-yard line. 

“Suh played his you-know-what off,’ 
Pelini said. “And you can add the other guys 
up front, too. Barry Turner, Cameron 
Meredith, Pierre Allen, Jared Crick, Baker 
Steinkuhler.” 

Running backs coach Tim Beck was an- 
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other admirer. 

“Our defense played friggin’ unbeliev- 
able, man,” Beck said. “I can’t say enough 
about those guys.” 

Two plays after Suh’s pick, Lee found 
Paul again on a 13-yard touchdown to give 
the Huskers a 13-12 lead with 12:59 to go. 
Paul went up and caught the ball over two 
Tiger defenders. The gold-clad Tiger faith- 
ful sat stunned. 

More shock would set in moments later 
when junior defensive back Dejon Gomes — 
who replaced Lance Thorell in NU’s dime 
package on the second series — stepped in 
front of a Gabbert pass at midfield and re- 
turned it to the Tiger 10. 


Three plays later, more Husker jubi- 
lation. Just when it looked like Lee was 
going to take a sack, he floated a pass to 
a wide-open Mike McNeill for an 
8-yard touchdown to make it 20-12 
with 10:34 left. 

Nebraska’s sideline erupted after 
NU’s third touchdown in less than four 
minutes. 

Missouri wasn’t about to go quietly. 
The Tigers drove into Husker territory, 
the drive staying alive when Larry As- 
ante was called for pass interference on 
fourth-and-6 at the Husker 27. 

But a holding penalty killed Mis- 
souri’s momentum. It came down toa 
fourth-and-20 from the NU 32. Ne- 
braska pressured Gabbert and his des- 
peration pass fell incomplete with 5:24 
left. 

The Huskers finally got the ground 
game going, twice picking up third- 
and-shorts. Roy Helu then busted off a 
41-yard run to the Mizzou 5. He had just 
42 yards rushing before that play. He 
scored on the next play with 56 seconds 
left to put the game to rest. 

According to Beck, Helu was at least 
one Husker who came into Columbia 
ona different flight than the rest of the 
team. Helu had the flu this week. But it 
wasn’t the flu that was keeping Helu 
from getting the ball in the first half, 
when he had just five carries. 

“They blitzed every down. Every 
time we lined up they were blitzing,” 
Beck said. “Every single play, knowing 
it’s pouring down rain, takes away the 
run game. Nine guys blitzing every- 
body, so we had to throw it. We were 
off. We were off. You could see when we 
made the plays, we had big gains on 
them. We just didn’t make the plays.” 

They made them when it counted, 
and Nebraska fans were suddenly the 
only ones in the stadium making any 
noise. 

“Tjust think we showed a lot of 
character in every aspect,” Pelini said. 

It was just Nebraska’s third win on 
the road against a Top 25 team in 20 at- 
tempts since Tom Osborne left the 
coaching ranks in 1997. 

The victory against the No. 24 
Tigers also tied the largest fourth-quar- 
ter comeback in Husker school history. 
In 1966, Nebraska rallied from a 19-7 
deficit to beat Colorado by two. 


Congratulations Huskers, you did 
something that others could not do for 
eight years. We also found out what ol’ 
momentum can do once you get it. — no 
nothing 


I'm extremely proud of the team, partic- 
ularly the defense, in the way they kept 
fighting play after play even when things 
went horribly wrong. | shudder when | think 
that just two years ago, this team would've 
melted like cotton candy in that rain. The 
Huskers made us proud with their guts 
and determination. — Bumarooskie 


Nebraska finally won a big game. 
Thanks to Suh and the rest of the de- 


Nebraska 27, Missouri 12 


fense. Bring out some Blackshirts. The 
best defensive game I've see at NU for a 
long long time. — jd hail 


Gr&t win last nite for the HUSKERS... 
TEAM EFFORT!!! The start of many many 
years of enjoyment to come! The train is 
on the track, time to get on board and get 
ready for a long long enjoyable ride. — 

north-fla-husker 


Yes, this was a great quarter ... The 
Quarter, but let's not forget that the D 
played a great game for all 4 quarters. We 
had a turnover and several dropped inter- 
ceptions ... teamwise, it all came together 
in the 4th. — belacoz 
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Win has Pelini’s signature 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


COLUMBIA, Mo. — Details, details. ’ll 
get to those devilish details in a minute, 
Nebraska fans, 


Go ahead and celebrate a signature victory for the Huskers and 
their second-year head coach, Bo Pelini. 

Nebraska 27, Missouri 12. 

Yes, Pelini will put his signature on this one, as ugly as it was at 
times for both teams Thursday night. 

Nebraska’s offense probably gave its fans flu-like symptoms 
much of the night. Watching it was hard to stomach. In the end, 
though, Husker fans were all aT witter. 

Yep, this had Pelini written all over it. Nebraska won it with 
defense and guts, 

This Pelini guy evidently knows what he’s doing. You saw it this 
week in everything from his lighthearted Twitter banter about flu- 
like symptoms perhaps afflicting a few of his players — the message: 
hey everybody, lighten up — to his formation of a game plan that held 
Missouri’s spread offense to 225 yards and three second-half points. 

And to think, I was getting ready to skewer Bo for his team’s 
overall sloppy play much of the night. 

Indeed, I was trying to think of tactful ways to suggest that per- 
haps Nebraska ought to think about RUNNING THE DADGUM 
BALL alittle more often. 

Never mind. 

The 21st-ranked Huskers (4-1 overall, 1-0 Big 12) simply hung 
tough on both sides of the ball and came up with their first road win 
against a ranked team since late in the 2006 season, ending an 
0-for-6 skid. 

Nebraska also got a big jump in what figures to be a tight race in 
the Big 12 North Division, The tiebreaker over Mizzou might come 
in handy. The Huskers didn’t exactly show they’re ready torun 
away from anybody in the race. 

But don’t tell that to those few thousand hearty Nebraska fans in 
the southwest corner of soaking-wet Faurot Field who serenaded 
their beloved Huskers with “Go Big Red!” as they left the field. 

“Bo Big Red.” As corny as it sounds, I guess I’m buying it on this 
night. No wonder Dr. Tom hired the defensive guru. 

Of course, having Ndamukong Suh around doesn’t hurt, either. 

Nebraska, its offense sputtering throughout a rainy night, 
somehow pulled to 12-7 early in the fourth quarter. While the 
offense scuffled along, the Husker defense held firm, led by its 
6-foot-4, 300-pound dynamo, the anchor of a stout defensive line 
that’s playing with purpose. 

Suh to the rescue. He jumped up and snatched a Blaine Gabbert 
pass, an extremely athletic play that set up Nebraska at the Mis- 
souri 18-yard line. The Huskers had located their mojo. Zac Lee, 


Coach Bo Pelini has a good word for quarterback Zac Lee after the 
Huskers rallied to defeat Missouri in Columbia. (Jacob Hannah) 


who struggled mightily much of the night, zipped a 13-yard touch- 
down pass to Niles Paul, giving Big Red the lead for good. 

So, never mind Nebraska’s lack of arunning game for most of 
the night. Fans on message boards were screaming for Shawn Wat- 
son’s scalp. But what happened as time was winding down in the 
final few minutes and the Huskers needed to run clock? You 
guessed it. They picked up the tough yards on the ground — en 
route to pay dirt. 

Never a doubt, right? Right? 

Never mind Lee’s second rough performance this season 
(14-for-33 passing) against a BCS team on national television. He 
came through big-time in the clutch. 

Never mind all those other details. The bad snaps. The 12 penal- 
ties. The muffed punts by return men. The dropped interception 
chances. Have we mentioned Nebraska’s lack of commitment to 
the running game? 

Never mind, for now. 

We can overlook those areas on this night — a night during 
which Nebraska should be lauded for an inspirational comeback 
triumph. 
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Gomes comes through big 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


COLUMBIA, Mo — Dejon 


Gomes had only a general 
idea he might play more 
snaps Thursday night than 
he had in Nebraska’s first 
four football games. 


He had no idea he'd contribute the way 
he did in the Huskers’ rather unlikely 27-12 
victory against Missouri on a rain-soaked 
Faurot Field. 

“T thought we would rotate a little bit,” 
said the Husker cornerback, “but when I got 
in, Ijust had to step up for the whole team.” 

The junior college transfer did that when 
he read quarterback Blaine Gabbert, stepped 
in front of a Missouri receiver and intercept - 
ed Gabbert’s pass in front of the Nebraska 
bench early in the fourth quarter, 

“Twas just watching my receiver and he 
broke out;’ Gomes said. “I broke out with 
him and I was in perfect position to look 
back at the quarterback, and the ball was 
right there.” 

Gomes returned the interception 40 
yards down the sideline, cutting back inside 
before the Tigers tackled him at the 10-yard 
line. 

“J thought I was (going to score);’ Gomes 
sad, but they caught me somehow.” 

No big deal. Zac Lee hit Mike McNeill for 
a TD that extended Nebraska’s lead to 20-12. 

It was Nebraska’s third touchdown in 3 
minutes, 22 seconds of the fourth quarter. 
The second two scores were set up by 
turnovers. Senior nose tackle Ndamukong 
Suh reached to snag a Gabbert pass on Mis- 
souri’s previous possession, setting up the 
Huskers at the Tiger 18. 

“We just stuck in there, offense and de- 
fense together}’ Gomes said. “We knew we 
just had to keep playing our responsibilities, 
and hopefully the table would turn. And 
that’s what happened. Our offense stepped 
up, our defense stepped up and everybody 


played good.” 

Coaches said Gomes, who had played 
sparingly in nonconference games, deserved 
more playing time because he showed well in 
practice. He didn’t start Thursday but re- 
placed Lance Thorell early in the game. 

“You know what, he had a great week of 
practice, and we commented on it over and 
over again,’ Nebraska defensive coordinator 
Car] Pelini said. “It was an easy guy to go to, 
get him in there. He played a tremendous 
football game.” 

Gomes said the working hard in practice 
included watching a good deal of film. 

“We knew what routes they were going to 
run,’ said Gomes, who had one of Nebraska’s 
nine pass breakups. His came on a third- 
and-20 play on Missouri's last meaningful 
possession, when the Tigers were in Nebras- 
ka territory and down 20-12. 

The Huskers forced Gabbert into an in- 
completion on the ensuing fourth-and-long 
play, one of many times the Nebraska front 
four had pressure on Gabbert. The sopho- 
more quarterback was 17-of-43 passing for 
134 yards. 

Gabbert’s longest play covered 38 yards, 
when Prince Amukamara slipped and fell in 
coverage on Jared Perry. That pass set up 
Gabbert’s 1-yard, fourth-down run on the 
final play of the first half. 

That was the only touchdown for Mis- 
souri, which hung 52 points on Nebraska last 
year, and 41 points in each of the Tigers’ last 
three victories here in Columbia. 

Inthe most impressive defensive per- 
formance of the new Bo Pelini era, Nebraska 
held Missouri to 225 total yards. 

“We're not always going to be perfect,” 
Pelini said, “but you better be ready to play 
for four quarters, I promise you.” 

Nebraska also recovered a fumble in the 
first half as part of the Blackshirts’ three 
turnovers. They could have had more, 

In the end, Nebraska made up for those 
missed opportunities. 

“We wanted to definitely dominate the 
Big 12 North, and we started out the right 
way,” said Suh, who had six tackles and 
forced a fumble that Jared Crick recovered, 

“Tt's not the exact way we wanted to win 
this game but we'll definitely take it.’ 
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Nebraska 27, Missouri 12 


Nebraska 0 0 O27 -27 
Missouri Oo 9 3 D -12 
SECOND QUARTER 


14:01 — MISSOURI 2, NEBRASKA 0 
Team safety 


00:00 — MISSOURI 9, NEBRASKA O 
Blaine Gabbert 1 run (Grant Ressel kick) 


THIRD QUARTER 
1:26 — MISSOURI 12, NEBRASKA 0 
Ressel 33 field goal 


FOURTH QUARTER 
13:56 — MISSOURI 12, 


Niles Paul 56 pass from Zac Lee (Alex Henery kick) 


12:59 — NEBRASKA 13, MISSOURI 12 
Paul 13 pass from Lee (pass failed) 


10:34 — NEBRASKA 20, MISSOURI 12 
Mike McNeill 8 pass from Lee (Henery kick) 


00:56 — NEBRASKA 27, MISSOURI 12 
Roy Helu 5 run (Henery kick) 


NU 
First downs 14 
Rushes-yards 33-105 
Passing yards 158 
Passing 14-330 
Total yards 263 
Fumbles-ost 52 
Penattlesyards 12-108 
Punts-dvg. 839.4 
Punt retumsyards 445) 
Kickoff retums-yards 12 
Time of possession 29:32 
Third.down conversions 817 
Fourth-down conversions O41 
Sacks-yards 2:15 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 14 33 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 18 
Rex Burkhead 5 
Zac Lee 8 
Team 2 
RECEIVING 
Niles Paul 6 
Curenski Gilleylen 3 
Menelik Holt 2 
Mike McNeill 1 
Kyler Reed 1 
Rex Burkhead i 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Prince Amukamara 2 7 
Jared Crick 2 5 
Ndamukong Suh 5 1 
Will Compton 2 4 
Larry Asante 1 5 
Dejon Gomes 3 2 
Pierre Allen 3 2 
Matt O'Hanlon = 2 
Mathew May 1 3 


SOUNUMAAGDAOo 


SUNDAY. OCTOBER 18,2009 ™ LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR ® SECTION D 


110) 
Husker defense solid: Yes, the Rec Raiders were 
able to Jump to a quick tend, but Nebraska's defense 


held Its ground in the second hai. Page 03 wideouts On several key throws. Page D4 


HUSKER EXTRA 


Sheffield stars: Making just his second start, the 
Texas Tech Q8 looked poised, connecting with hits 


Bushiwhacked 


PUNCHLESS: Nebraska's offense unable {| MOMENTUM STOPPER: Talk of the 


to get on track against quick-striking Tech | Huskers’ resurgence put aside for now 


in what was 2 Common 


At HuskerExtra.com 


>>> View photos 
= from the game in 
™ our galleries. 


>>> Watch the postgame 
news conference and see 
game highlights. 

>>> Send us your fan photos. 
>>> Talk with other Husker 
fans at the ‘Life in the red 


Preton by JACOD MANNATE ~ 


scene throaghout Saturday's game, Texas Tech's Brandon Sharpe forces Nebraska quarterback Zac Lee (abeve) to throw 
an iscomplete pass. Cody Green (below) also dealt with pressure trom Danie! Howard and the Red Raider defense. 


Neoraska quarterbacks Zec Loe and Cody 
Green for pressure from the Texas Tech 
Goforse ail chy. Home's @ look at Row the two 
NU QBs ict: 


Player Att-Cmp. TD INT Yds Sk 


Zac Lee 1622 0 0 12 4 
CodyGeen 746 1 1 BF i 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 
Linco Journal Slar 

AL one point in the first half of Saturday's 
game, still early in this Husker nightmare, 
the referee announced to the crowd: “There 
was a malfunction in the paging system.” 

What exactly he meant, noone knew. But 
then, there was a lot that was hard to un- 
derstand in Nebraska's 31-10 boss to Texas 
Tech. This was a day for confused expres- 
sions and malfunction after bloody mal- 
function. 

The Huskers looked such a mess on of- 
fense that some Memorial Stadium boo 
birds could be heard after one failed fourth- 
quarter drive. Not long after that, true 
freshman Cody Green reptaced starter Zac 
Lee at quarterback for the second time in 
the game. 

Who is Nebraska's quarterback now? 
Just another question among many that 
will be asked this week. 

“Absolutely,” Husker coach Bo Pelini said 
when asked ff coaches would be evaluating 
the quarterback spot. “We're thinking 
about alot of changes, every position.” 

The day began with “Suh For Heisman” 
signs and a sense of great optimism from 
fans about the program's place in the con- 
ference and the country. 

Then Texas Tech scored on the game's 
first drive. Then No, 1 Nebraska let a 240- 
pound man return a fumble back 82 yards 
without any resistance. 

“We didn’t execute from the beginning 
to the end,” Pelini said. "We didn't execute 
on offense, We didn't come off the ball. We 
didn't catch the ball, We didn't make the 
right reads at quarterback. We didn't run 
the ball effectively, and on defense we did- 
n't make plays. ... 


See HUSKERS, Page D4 
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STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Journal Star Saatf Writer 


NU offense needs 


a lot of fixing. Is 
Green the answer? 


Early in the third quarter Saturday, Ne- 
braska quarterback Cody Green rifled a 
pass intended for wide receiver Menelik 
Holt. 

‘The ball sailed over Holt, ricocheted off a 
Texas Tech defender, and passed right 
through the hands of Husker wideout 
Curenski Gilleylen, who was streaking 
down the middle behind the defense, He 
probably would've scored easily. 

Inother words, Nebraska had trouble 
making plays even by acckdent. 

Going back to the Huskers" loss Sept.19 
at Virginia Tech, ! wondered if Big Red sim~ 
ply was rather ordinary talent -wise on of - 
fense. 

I think | have an answer. 

However, saying Nebraska was ordinary 
on offense Saturday would be kind. 

‘The Huskers were inept, period. 

“We're not happy where we're at,” Ne= 
braska third-year affensive coordinator 
Shawn Watson said after the Huskers’ 31- 
10 loss at Memorial Stadium. 

“We'll hang in there as a staff” he added. 
“We'll fix it” 


‘See SIPPLE, Page 0S 
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Texas Tech 31, Nebraska 10 


Pelini: We didn’t make plays 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


At one point in the first 
half of Saturday’s game, 
still early in this Husker 
nightmare, the referee an- 
nounced to the crowd: 
“There was a malfunction 
in the paging system.” 


What exactly he meant, no one knew. 
But then, there was a lot that was hard to 
understand in Nebraska’s 31-10 loss to 
Texas Tech. This was a day for confused ex- 
pressions and malfunction after bloody 
malfunction. 

The Huskers looked such a mess on of- 
fense that some Memorial Stadium boo 
birds could be heard after one failed fourth- 
quarter drive. Not long after that, true 
freshman Cody Green replaced starter Zac 
Lee at quarterback for the second time in 
the game. 

Who is Nebraska’s quarterback now? 
Just another question among many that 
will be asked this week. 

“Absolutely;’ Husker coach Bo Pelini 
said when asked if coaches would be evalu- 
ating the quarterback spot. “We're thinking 
about alot of changes, every position.” 

The day began with “Suh For Heisman” 
signs anda sense of great optimism from 
fans about the program's place in the con- 
ference and the country. 

Then Texas Tech scored on the game’s 
first drive. Then No. 15 Nebraska let a 240- 
pound man return a fumble 82 yards with- 
out any resistance. 

“We didn’t execute from the beginning 
to the end)’ Pelini said. “We didn’t execute 
on offense. We didn’t come off the ball. We 
didn’t catch the ball. We didn’t make the 
right reads at quarterback. We didn’t run 
the ball effectively, and on defense we 
didn’t make plays. ... 


Texas Tech defensive end Daniel Howard set the tone with an 82-yard fumble return for a touchdown 


in the Red Raiders’ 31-10 triumph against the Huskers at Memorial Stadium. (William Laver) 


“Tt’s as simple as that. You can sit there 
and ask all questions in the world. It comes 
down to we got beat because we didn’t 
make plays. We got outplayed. We got out- 
coached.” 

Offensive coordinator Shawn Watson 
will certainly receive his share of criticism 
this week. The Huskers had three points af- 
ter three quarters Saturday. They had no 
points after three quarters in the game 
against Missouri. 

What does Pelini say? 

“Shawn Watson’s a good football coach. 
He’s stood the test of time for along time. We 
don’t point fingers around here. It’s a team 
loss. Because, I can tell you defensively, we 
didn’t get it done either. We lost in every 
phase of the game. Shawn Watson is a good 
football coach. That hasn’t changed and that 
won’t change. He’s a helluva coach,” 

Pelini said he thought Watson’s play- 
calling wasn’t bad. 

“As aplay-caller, you always want some 
things back and there’s always some things 
you can change,” Pelini said. “But we didn’t 
execute. We didn’t play well up front. We 
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didn’t get the ground game going like we 
thought we could have. When that isn’t 
happening, it’s pretty hard to call plays 
when you're not executing the calls. We 
missed some wide-open receivers. They 
played better than us in every phase.” 

Nebraska tried early to establish the run 
but failed, finishing with 70 yards on 30 
carties. 

“We tried to stay committed to trying to 
get that run game going,” Watson said. “We 
had some good things. It’s just when you're 
behind like that, you have to be smart. You 
can’t sit there and doit all day:’ 

Yet when it came to passing, Lee seemed 
tentative. His stat line was OK: 16-of-22 for 
128 yards. But Nebraska's offense struggled 
enough that Watson brought Green in for 
the second series of the third quarter. 

“1 think Zac, there were some things... I 
just don’t think he was seeing it well, maybe 
overanalyzed it a little bit;’ Watson said. 

Watson brought Lee back in, but after 
Nebraska failed to score early in the fourth 
quarter ona first-and-goal from the 6-yard 
line (hurt by personal-foul and false-start 


Texas Tech 31, Nebraska 10 


penalties), the coach turned again to 
the 18-year-old Green. 

“Zac understood why I was doing 
what I was doing,” Watson said. 

Green (7-of-16 for 87 yards) did 
lead the Huskers on a 40-yard 
touchdown drive to bring the score 
to 24-10 with 8:40 left. But Green 
threw an interception on the next 
drive, and had a couple other throws 
that were nearly picked off. 

The freshman said he wouldn’t 
listen to any talk about him being the 
guy this week. 

“Because I know the coaches are 
the people that are going to make 
that decision,” he said. 

About Lee, Green said: “Every- 


one has bumps in the road. Today 
wasn’t Zac’s day, let’s say. He can go 
out next week against Iowa State and 
light the world up. That’s the type of 
player he is and he’I bounce back 
from this.” 

About Green, Lee said: “We're 
always competing in practice. That’s 
how it is every day. That’s how it was 
from Day One.” 

People will focus on the quarter- 
back spot, but senior Jacob Hickman 
said that no one on offense played 
well. 

It was just ugly. 

“We're a very capable football 
team,” Pelini said. “You just would- 
n’t think that watching us today’ 


No team is a guaranteed win. NU has the ability 
to win all of the games left just like they had the 
ability to win against TT. The question is are they 
going to lay down or get up and fight for wins the 
rest of the season. Lots of problems but they all 
start with attitude and this team needs to adjust 
theirs immediately or be ready for a lot more days 
like today. — Low Country Husker 


Oh well, we have to give Bo a couple of years to 
get it fixed. Again these are not his kids, at least 
most of them. As | stated before, | wondered about 
hiring a defensive mind who relies on others to dic- 
tate his offense. The defense is only going to get 
better. The offense will continue to be bush league 
until we make changes. — NishBigRed 
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‘We need 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Early in the third quarter 
Saturday, Nebraska quar- 
terback Cody Green rifled a 
pass intended for wide 
receiver Menelik Holt. 


The ball sailed over Holt, ricocheted off 
a Texas Tech defender, and passed right 
through the hands of Husker wideout 
Curenski Gilleylen, who was streaking 
down the middle behind the defense. He 
probably would've scored easily. 

In other words, Nebraska had trouble 
making plays even by accident. 

Going back to the Huskers’ loss Sept. 19 
at Virginia Tech, I wondered if Big Red sim- 
ply was rather ordinary talent-wise on of - 
fense. | think I have an answer. 

However, saying Nebraska was ordinary 
on offense Saturday would be kind. The 
Huskers were inept, period. 

“We're not happy where we're at;” Ne- 
braska offensive coordinator Shawn Wat- 
son said after the Huskers’ 31-10 loss at 
Memorial Stadium. “We'll hang in there as 
astaff;’ he added. “We'll fix it.” 

Where to start? 

Let’s establish right off there are no 
quick fixes here. Six games into the season, 
Nebraska has nothing on which to hang its 
hat offensively. That’s on Watson. I still 
think running back Roy Helu could be a 
consistent go-to player over the long haul, 
but now Helu has “a little chronic issue” 
with his injured right shoulder. That “little” 
issue kept Helu on the sideline late in the 
game as NU tried to mount a comeback. 

I cringe when I ponder Nebraska’s run- 
ning game without a healthy Helu. And by 
the way, where’s the creativity in the run- 
ning game? How about a few more power- 
oriented plays? 

Something, anything. 

It’s become evident Nebraska should 
turn to Green to replace junior Zac Lee as 


Texas Tech 31, Nebraska 10 


to find an identity’ 


Husker offensive lineman Marcel Jones takes a shot to the face from Texas Tech’s Bront Byrd. NU 


managed just 70 yards on 30 caries. (Jacob Hannah) 


the starting QB, in large part because Green 
would give the Huskers a much stronger 
and faster running threat than Lee. The 
6-foot-4, 220-pound Green is amuch 
more explosive athlete. Use Green running 
the option. At least sprinkle it in more of- 
ten. 

Green could be a spark that turns into 
something much bigger, like Texas Tech is 
experiencing with former backup Steven 
Sheffield. 

In addition to his physical prowess, 
Green seemis to possess the “it” factor that’s 
so important at his position. 

Green says he’s become comfortable 
and confident running Watson’s offense. 
Yes, there’s risk, obviously. He’s still some- 
what erratic throwing the ball, yet shows 
great potential. I say turn the freshman 
loose next week against Iowa State. 

Let’s see what the kid has to offer as a 
starter, before it’s too late. 

“We need to find our identity and we 
need to find it fast;’ Nebraska senior center 
Jacob Hickman said 

At the same time, Nebraska isn’t neces- 
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sarily ina panic situation. The Husker de- 
fense is excellent — by far the best in the pal- 
try Big 12 North. The Blackshirts weren’t the 
problem Saturday (Texas Tech managed 259 
yards of total offense — less than half ofits 
season average). At 4-2 overall and 1-1 in the 
league, NU is equipped to remain in the thick 
of the North title chase — as long as its of- 
fense gravitates toward respectability as op- 
posed to the impotence we saw Saturday. 

Rushing 30 times for 70 yards against a 
good-not-great Texas Tech defense is flat- 
out embarrassing for a program with a 
proud rushing tradition. 

The offensive line looks so-so, at best. It 
struggled mightily Saturday. The wide re- 
ceivers and tight ends generally aren’t as 
explosive as I anticipated. 

But, yes, it starts with Watson. It’s his 
job to formulate the offense’s identity. 
Sometimes I think his offense tries to be 
good at too many things and ends up being 
average across the board. 

Of course, for Nebraska fans, average 
would’ve been preferable to what the 
Huskers showed Saturday. 
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NU looks like paper tiger 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Imagine how you'd feel 
about the Nebraska football 
team right now if all you 
knew about the Huskers’ 
game Saturday was that 
they’d held Texas Tech’s 


lethal offense to 259 yards. 


Yes, you'd be looking up dates and sites 
for BCS bowls, and maybe even thinking 
that, with a couple of breaks the rest of the 
way, Bo Pelini's bunch might actually have a 
shot at playing for all the marbles, 

Instead, in the wake of a never-in-doubt 
31-10 pounding by Tech, you're much more 
apt to be looking at the next tier of possibili- 
ties and calling for some changes. 

Change, indeed, is needed if this team is 
to achieve its goal of winning the Big 12 
North, 

Regardless of what you think about 
whether a loss affects their goal (I’m taking a 
view that it doesn’t), we still can’t help but 
look at this team differently as it heads into 
the second half of the season. 

Are the Huskers continuing their climb 
up the Big 12 ladder, or are they just a paper 
tiger who, like all of their North Division 
brethren, can’t cut it with the top four teams 
in the South Division? 

Was the game-saving, fourth-quarter 
flurry at Missouri just a complete stroke of 
luck? 

As Brian Rosenthal wondered when he 
saw that Kansas State was pounding Texas 
A&M and Colorado was giving Kansas the 
business: Maybe the Big 12 North is up for 
grabs alot more than we think. 

Somehow, [ doubt that thought eases 
your pain as you try to remember there’s still 
alot out there for Nebraska to grab. 

Six games in, it seems evident to me that 
the Huskers will go as far as their vastly im- 
proved defense can take them. 


Freshman quarterback Cody Green — 
who should expect to be starting in place of 
Zac Lee in the coming game against Iowa 
State after supplying a lackluster offense 
some spark — appears to have a bright fu- 
ture. And Green definitely gives the Huskers 
amore-athletic option at that position, 

But he’s still likely to have a pretty steep 
learning curve, because, you know what? 
These guys don’t play particularly smart or 
disciplined. 

During a third-quarter drive that started 
at the Tech 25-yard line, two penalties forced 
Alex Henery to attempt a 51-yard field goal 
(which he missed). 

Two more flags killed a fourth-quarter 
possession that had reached the Tech 11. 

And what about Niles Paul’s fumble ona 
lateral that defensive end Danie] Howard 
scooped up at the Tech 18 to keep the 
Huskers from driving for a tying TD? There’s 
no excuse for letting a 240-pounder lumber 
82 yards to the end zone. 

“We still think we can beat every team on 
our schedule. We have the ability in the 
locker room right now to do good things,” 
Paul said about the season’s final half. 

Playing like that? 

“No. We definitely can’t do that any 
more,” Paul clarified. “That cannot happen 
again.” 

If it does, you won't be concerned about 
Shawn Watson’s play-calling, which — with 
the exception of opting to kick a field goal 
late in the first half — I was OK with, 

When you miss open receivers and can’t 
dictate the line of scrimmage, it’s pretty hard 
to call plays. 

The level of frustration Nebraska felt 
might best be illustrated by the fact that 
when the game ended, the Huskers still had 
all three of their timeouts. 

Indeed, this thing couldn’t have ended 
soon enough for Pelini and company. 

Same went for last year’s mauling at Ok- 
lahomia, and yet Nebraska found a way to 
grow from that humbling experience. 

Today, the Huskers sit at the table staring 
into the same flavor of pie. 

“T always attribute it to us,” Pelini said. 
“We're a capable football team. You 
wouldn’t think it by watching (Saturday),” 
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Texas Tech 31, Nebraska 10 


Texas Tech 14 $10 O 7 -31 
Nebraska 0 3 0 7 -10 


FIRST QUARTER 
10:21 — TEXAS TECH 7, NEBRASKA 0. 
Baron Batch 16 pass from Steven Sheffield (Matt 
Williams kick) 


4:52 — TEXAS TECH 14, NEBRASKA 0 
Daniel Howard 82 fumble return (Williams kick) 


SECOND QUARTER 
6:56 — TEXAS TECH 21, NEBRASKA 0 
Sheffield 2 run (Williams kick) 


1:47 — TEXAS TECH 21, NEBRASKA 3 
Alex Henery 21 field goal 


00:03 — TEXAS TECH 24, NEBRASKA 3 
Willlams 32 field goal 


FOURTH QUARTER 
8:40 — TEXAS TECH 24, NEBRASKA 10 
Khiry Cooper 13 pass from Cody Green (Henery kick) 


3:30 — TEXAS TECH 311, NEBRASKA 10 
Sheffield 1 run (Williams kick) 


WT NU 
First downs 15 16 
Rushes-yards 25:25 30-70 
Passing yards 234 215 
Passing 2332-0 23-38-1 
Total yards 259 285 
Fumbles-lost 10 1 
Penalties-yards 440 12-95 
Punts-avg. 6.36.0 5-35,2 
Punt retums-yards 19 564 
Kickoff retums-yards. 2-58 5-108 
Time of possession 29:56 30;04 
Third-down conversions 614 6-15 
Fourthdown conversions 14 12 
Sacks-yards. 522 5-42 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 16 22 128 
Cody Green 7 16 87 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 16 68 
Marcus Mendoza 1 3 
Cody Green 2 1 
Austin Jones 4 0 
Zac Lee 9 0 
Niles Paul 1 2 
RECEIVING 
Chris Brooks 5 66 
Marcus Mendoza 5 32 
Khiry Cooper 3 23 
Menelik Holt 2 34 
Mike McNeill 2 14 
Curenski Gilleylen 2 12 
Roy Helu 1 27 
Niles Paul 1 4 
Austin Jones 1 2 
Kyler Reed 1 1 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Phillip Dillard 8 4 12 
Pierre Allen 2 ba 7 
Dejon Gomes 2 4 G 
Eric Hage 4 4 5 
Jared Crick 2 3 5 
Ndamukong Suh 4 Oo 4 
Matt O'Hanlon 2 2 4 
Prince Amukamara 2 2 4 
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SKER EXTRA 


EIGHT TURNOVERS: NU has | NORTH RACE: At 1-2 in the PELINI: ‘I don't know if I've 
more turnovers than points in | Big 12, Huskers’ road to North | ever been around that in my 
stunning loss to Iowa State. crown looks difficult. coaching career.’ 


What looked like a touchdown for the Huskers turned into a turnover as Nebraska receiver Niles Pac! is unable to hang on to the ball during the second quarter Saturday. : 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSOM 
Uncale Jounal Star 

Turnovers 8, Huskers 7, 

Take those numbers and run with 
them. just don't fumble. 

There was a little rain, but no sleet or 
snow. The football wasn’t greased, as far 
as we know. 

Tt just appeared that way Saturday af- 
ternoon at Memorial Stadium. Many 
Husker fans will go to confession for their 
foul mouths ona day Nebraska turned the 
ball over eight times, four coming inside 
the lowa State S~yard line. 

‘There is bizarre and then there is that 
level beyond that explains lows State's 9- 
Twin against the Huskers. 
ight turnovers.” Husker coach Bo 
Pelini said. “Wecould have gotten runcat 
of the stadium. I don't know if I've ever 
been around that in my coaching career. 
You can't win a football ganve like that.” 

“Tt was just like a force fiekd to get 
across the goal line,” said sophomore 
wide receiver Brandon Kinnie. 

Running back Roy Helu furnbled on the 
first play from scrimmage. And soit went 
and went. 

Nebraska turned the football over 
about every way you can conceive. 

“We did a nice fob of driving it down 
the field, but we kied ourselves, bottom 


‘See HUSKERS, Page E4 


>>> AROUND THE BIG 12 
Jowa State .. 


>>> Eight is more than enough 


Nebraska's exght turnovers Saturday Quart t 
‘ied a school record. Four of them ii} 1444 NU fine 
came side the lowe State Syard >>> Roy Het furrbies on the first play 
line. trom screnmage. 


Ey Second 949 isu2 
>>> Zac Lee's pass intended for Mixe Mc- 
Nett ts deflected, then evernuaily snagged 
by lows State's Dawid Sims. 


Ey Secon 331 isui 
ao Niles Paus hauls in a long pass and 
scampers down the sideline before fum- 
s a bling. The bail goes into the end zone, 
HUSKERS CYCLONES where i's recovernd by ISU, 
14 «= BusMcYDS §= 137 4 hid 922 isu1 
24g «oPassueYes «= 192 ao Hely fumbles after a 14-yard gain and 
362 Tovatvans ISU rocovers in the end zone. 
15 «= sRST DOWNS Thire 537 isus 
8 —«Teawovens 2 Dontrayevous Robinson's 13 yend run 
to the ISU 5 is for naught after he’s 
Stripped of the bait. 
“ meres IJ Fourth 14:14 = -NU22 
The temover total wat not 2 pretty >o> Meneik Hoh fumbies after picking 10 
‘sight o@ the scoreboard, either, yards on 8 pass play Sims recovers. 


Foorth 281 isu 37 
At HuskerExtra.com >>> lowa State's Michael O'Connell inter 
cepts Lee's pass. 
\ >>> View photos from 
S, the game: Fourth 134 NU 35 
po Jesse Smith picks off a fourthdgen 


>>> Watch the postgame news con 


pass dy Lee, sealing lowe State's first win 
ference and see game hnghights. 


in Lincoln since 1977, 


é Uf 


KY Cats going strong: A win over 
a) Colorado has Grant 

and State at 3-1 in the 
35 Wildcats wore the only 
13 home team to win 


DP nea Javea! Ste 


Huskers’ hard 
edge diminished 


Bo Pelini's critics, in one sense, had tobe 
pleased Saturday. 

For wit it's worth, Pelini was a picture 
of poise at the 
posigame press 
conference, 
Angry Bonever 
materialized. 
Hewascalm 


questions back 
at reporters. 
Didn't raise his 
voice. It was al- 
most like he un- 
derwent apersonality transplant. 
Trowbie fs, it appears his tears hasun- 
dergone a similar procedure. 
Nebraska's hard edge has diminished 
considerably since last season. I thought 
Pelini’s tears always would have a hard 
edge. [thought his teams would consis ~ 
tently be razor-sharp and generally reflect 
the persona of swashbuckling, bad-you- 
know-what Bo. But the Huskers’ fire has 


See SIPPLE, Page ES 


‘STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Jowrmal Star Staff Writer 


>>> AROUND THE NATION 


‘Saturday's chose cal: Ricky 
Stanzi conmects with Marvin Mo- 
Nutt for a Tyaed TO as time ex 


12 pies and No, 7 lows escapes with 


215-13 wen at Michigan State. 
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Unbelievable fumble fingers 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Turnovers 8, Huskers 7. 
Take those numbers and 
run with them. Just don’t 
fumble. 


There was alittle rain, but no sleet or 
snow. The football wasn’t greased, as far as 
we know. 

It just appeared that way Saturday af- 
ternoon at Memorial Stadium. Many 
Husker fans will go to confession for their 
foul mouths on a day Nebraska turned the 
ball over eight times, four coming inside the 
Towa State 5-yard line. 

There is bizarre and then there is that 
level beyond that explains Iowa State’s 9-7 
win against the Huskers. 

“Eight turnovers,” Husker coach Bo 
Pelini said.“ We could have gotten run out 
of the stadium, I don’t know if I’ve ever 
been around that in my coaching career. 
You can’t win a football game like that.” 

“Tt was just like a force field to get across 
the goal line;’ said sophomore wide receiver 
Brandon Kinnie. 

Running back Roy Helu fumbled on the 
first play from scrimmage. And so it went 
and went. 

Nebraska turned the football over about 
every way you can conceive. 

“We did a nice job of driving it down the 
field, but we killed ourselves, bottom line,’ 
offensive coordinator Shawn Watson said. 
“There’s not a whole lot left to the story. We 
shot ourselves.” 

There was a point early in the second 
quarter when you got the feeling the 
Huskers were about to take control. 

Nebraska was leading 7-3 and at the 
Iowa State 16. Quarterback Zac Lee, who 
started and played the entire game, threw a 
pass that deflected off two Cyclones and 
two Huskers. It was finally snagged by ISU’s 
David Sims at the 1 just before it hit the turf. 

The Cyclones scored on the ensuing 
drive. A 20-yard run by punter Mike 


After not playing in the Huskers’ first two games, linebacker Phillip Dillard came on strong the rest of 
the season. Here he tackles lowa State’s Jeremiah Schwartz. (William Lauer) 


Brandtner on a fake kept the drive alive. The 
touchdown came on the following play, a 
47-yard pass to make it 9-7 with 6:53 left in 
the second quarter. And that’s were the 
score stayed. 

It stayed 9-7 even after Lee, from his 27, 
threw a beautiful strike to Niles Paul that 
appeared to be a game-changer. 

The junior wide receiver tried to 
tightrope the sideline near the ISU 15. He 
did stay in bounds, but lost the ball in the 
process. He tried to recover it at the 1 but 
couldn’t. 

It stayed 9-7 even midway through the 
third quarter when Helu darted through a 
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gaping hole. He looked like he might score, 
but the ball came out at the 1. 

Andit stayed 9-7 a series later, when 
true freshman running back Dontrayevous 
Robinson, Nebraska’s best threat this day, 
lost the ball at the ISU 5 fighting for extra 
yardage. 

NU fumbled seven times and lost five. 

For Husker fans, annoyance became 
concern, and finally settled at disbelief. 

Pelini said he didn’t want to say his team 
beat itself, because that would take credit 
from what Iowa State did. Indeed, many of 
the turnovers were as much caused by 
Cyclones as lost by Huskers. 
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“I’m disappointed in our football 
team,” Pelini said. “I’m disappointed in it. 
It starts with me.” 

First-year ISU coach Paul Rhoads said 
the events of the day were strange. 

Yes, lowa State hadn’t won in Lincoln 
since 1977 and it sure didn’t seem like 
Saturday would be the day for that streak 
to end. The Cyclones were without start- 
ing QB Austen Arnaud and starting run- 
ning back Alexander Robinson. 

Frankly, ISU’s offense was nothing to 
fear. The Blackshirts again did almost 
everything right but cause a turnover. 

“Our defense, my gosh, and our spe- 
cial teams, they did a tremendous job?” 
Husker offensive line coach Barney Cot- 
ton said. “We got the ball back twice with 
four minutes left in the ball game. So we 
had our opportunities to make amends 


and we didn’t. Men fight back. Whatever 
number of guys we all have offensively, I 
hope that we’re all men and that we all 
fight back come (Sunday) and Monday.” 

The Huskers’ Big 12 North title hopes 
still exist, but favorite status is long gone 
for a 4-3 team that is now 1-2 in the con- 
ference. 

And putting Saturday’s game behind 
them might not be easy. Few Huskers 
emerged for post-game interviews. 

After the game, junior nickel back Eric 
Hagg was asked if he’s ever been ina 
game where a team turns the ball over 
eight times. 

“Thaven’t,” Hagg said. “But on Mad- 
den (the video game) it happens some- 
times.” 

Oh, how the Huskers wish they could 
push the reset button. 


| sincerely wish the fans were behind 
the team and the coaches. Yes this was 
not good but | would like to see more 
support for these young men and the 
coaches who are working hard to get this 
program back on track. We are still re- 
building and need to give everyone our 
support. — Sandhill 


| have learned a few things living in 
the high country for so many years. 
Namely, there are no quick fixes (except 
for rubbing alcohol). Cheers fellow 
Husker fans. A truly tough one to swal- 
low. — The Marlboro Man 


As the Fox commentator said, the red 
zone has become our TWILIGHT ZONE! 
— Trinity 
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New chapter in NU annals 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Let’s pull out the fluke-o- 
meter from some Nebraska 


games of the past. 


Let’s start with Colorado last year, when 
NU needed Alex Henery to make the 
longest field goal in Husker history to 
escape defeat. 

Or how about at Iowa State in 1992, 
when NU was 7-1, withits only loss coming 
against eventual national champion Wash- 
ington. The Cyclones were 3-6 and down to 
needing fifth-year senior Marv Seiler to 
make his first start at quarterback. Tommie 
Frazier vs. Marv Seiler? Yeah, Iowa State 19, 
Nebraska 10 seems about right. 

What about against Colorado in 1988, 
when, ina scoreless game, Buff running 
back J.J. Flannigan got free and looked like 
he would go untouched for a 43-yard 
touchdown. Somehow, Flannigan fumbled, 
CU wound up with no points and left 
Memorial Stadium a 7-0 loser. 

One more you can’t forget about is 
Oklahoma in 1978, when a good Nebraska 
team beat one that Barry Switzer has said 
was his best ever, thanks to the Huskers re- 
covering six of the Sooners’ nine fumbles. 

Mention of those quirky results come, of 
course, on the heels of Saturday’s 9-7 loss 
to Iowa State — a folly that belongs in the 
same company because of the school - 
record-tying eight turnovers the Huskers 
had. More amazing is the fact that four of 
the miscues came inside the Cyclone 
5-yard line. 

But the big difference between this one 
and the others on the fluke-o-meter is Bo 
Pelini’s club is nowhere close to being as 
talented across the board as those other 
Husker teams. Thus, it stands to reason that 
Nebraska now faces much more uncertain- 
ty trying to convince itself it will be all right. 

As always, Pelini will take a close look at 
the game film before he moves on, This 
time, though, he'd better pay as much at - 
tention, if not more, to what's going on in- 


side his players’ heads. 

“You know any good psychiatrists?” he 
asked Saturday. 

I’m not sure the best around would 
know where to start. 

The last time Nebraska committed eight 
turnovers (one of only three times it’s ever 
occurred) came during a 1972 tie against ... 
you guessed it, Iowa State. 

Strange? 

How do you explain wide receiver Niles 
Paul fumbling a third-down reception in 
the second quarter when there was no one 
between him and the end zone? Poor Paul. 
He did what he was supposed to and try and 
make a play (which in this case was doing all 
he could to stay in bounds). But in doing so, 
he also lost control of the ball and couldn’t 
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On a day when 
Nebraska had a 
school-record-tying 
eight tumovers, the 
one that may have 
hurt the most was the 
one by Niles Paul 
near the ISU goal line 
after a 72-yard 
reception. Paul did 
finish with a career- 
high 143 yards on six 
catches. (Ted Kirk) 


come up with it in the end zone. 

That was Nebraska’s third turnover of 
the half, something not lost on Journal Star 
colleague Brian Christopherson when a 15- 
yard reception by Paul on the Huskers’ first 
possession of the third quarter gave them a 
first down at the ISU 19, 

“T’ll take the three,” he said, suggesting 
that Nebraska would have been better off 
kicking a field goal than trying to advance 
the ball farther. 

Unfortunately for the Huskers, he was 
right. Two plays later, Roy Helu lost his sec- 
ond fumble and another drive was dead. 

It was the first of three straight, and five 
of six in the second half, that ended with 
turnovers. 
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No one could hang on to ball 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Roy Helu burst up the 
middle, knifing through the 
Iowa State defense for a 
14-yard gain. You know 
what happens next. 


Helu, the Nebraska junior running back, 
lost possession of the football at the Iowa 
State l-yard line. An official replay review 
confirmed the fumble, which Michael 
O'Connell recovered in the end zone. 

That was with 9 minutes, 22 seconds re- 
maining in the third quarter. Helu, who also 
lost a fumble on the game’s first play, didn’t 
carry the ball again in Nebraska's 9-7 loss at 
Memorial Stadium. 

In fact, he didn’t return to the field until 
late in the fourth quarter, on Nebraska’s sec- 
ond-to-final series, when he caught a screen 
pass from Zac Lee. 

Did Helu’s absence have anything to do 
with his two lost fumbles? 

“Yeah. He’s not hanging on to the ball?” 
Nebraska running backs coach Tim Beck 
said. “Might as well try someone else, right? 
There’s a bunch of guys on scholarship, so 
we'll see how they do.” 

So Beck turned to true freshman Don- 
trayevous Robinson, who carried five 
straight times on Nebraska’s next series for 
gains of 2, 7, 7,7 and 13 yards ... and alost 
fumble at the Iowa State 5. 

“T thought he played pretty well, except 
for the fumble,” Beck said of Robinson, who 
also played in the first half and finished with 
15 carries for 77 yards. His longest run was 21 
yards. 

“He ran hard,’ Beck said. “I don’t know. 
Just watching him, I thought he did a pretty 
job for his first time.” 

Beck seemed less forgiving of Helu, who 
fumbled two of the five times he carried the 
ball. His first fumble led to an Jowa State 


field goal. His second killed what looked to 
be a go-ahead touchdown drive. 

Helu has been bothered by a sore shoul- 
der and practiced last week with a no-con- 
tact green jersey. 

No excuses, Beck said. 

“You can speculate all you want with that 
stuff?’ Beck said. “He played last game 
(against Texas Tech) with his shoulder and 
didn’t fumble. 

“J don’t know. He’s got to hang on to the 
ball, man. That doesn’t matter. If he can't do 
it, then we've got to find someone else, 
That’s the bottom line. We've got to hang on 
to the ball. We can’t beat anybody turning 
the ball over eight times?’ 

Nebraska’s five lost fumbles were its 
most since the Baylor game in 2001, and the 
seven fumbles were its most since the 
Kansas State game in 2005. The Huskers 
won both games. 

Nebraska gained 114 yards on 28 carries 
against Iowa State — an average of 4.1 yards 
perrush. 

“Our offensive line did a great job today?” 
Beck said. “Absolutely great job, Smashed 
them all over the place. There were some 
big-(old) holes in there for guys to run. 

“We have to be able to convert. It’s frus- 
trating when you play a game like that.” 

Helu and Robinson both declined inter- 
view requests. 

Nebraska began its search last week to 
replace No. 2 running back Rex Burkhead, 
who’s out indefinitely with a foot injury. 
Austin Jones and Marcus Mendoza filled 
that role against Texas Tech, while Robinson 
burned his redshirt in that game, but by 
playing only on special teams. 

Beck said he’d planned on playing Robin- 
son at running back, too, but Nebraska’s 21-3 
deficit last week negated that possibility. 

“That kind of limited him a little last 
game, We were in some two-minute situa- 
tions last game, some signals and every- 
thing,’ Beck said. 

"You've got to learn to walk before you 
canrun. He was ina walking pace last game, 
and if last game had warranted a walking 
pace he probably would've played more.” 


lowa State 9, Nebraska 7 


lowa State 3) 8) 0..U— 
Nebraska 7 0 0 O- 


FIRST QUARTER 
13:24 — IOWA STATE 3, NEBRASKA O 
Grant Mahoney 52 field goal 


3:26 — NEBRASKA 7, IOWA STATE 3 
Dontrayevous Robinson 3 run (Alex Henery Kick) 


SECOND QUARTER 
6:53 — !OWA STATE 9, NEBRASKA 7 
Jake Williams 47 pass from Jerome Tiller (kick blocked) 


isu NU 
First downs 11 15 
Rushesyards 48-137 28-114 
Passing yards 102 248 
Passing 9190 20-37-3 
Total yards 239, 362 
Fumblesost 10 75 
Penalties-yards 872 3-25 
Punts-avg. 940.0 440.2 
Punt retumsyerds 28 S11 
Kickoff retums-yards 235 380 
Time of possession 33:40 26:20 
Third-down conversions 5.18 5413 
Fourth-down conversions 14 O41 
Sacks-yards 14 16 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 20 37 248 
RUSHING 
Dontrayevous Robinson 15 7 
Roy Helu 5 24 
Marcus Mendaza r 8 
Zac Lee 6 5 
RECEIVING 
Niles Paul 6 143 
Brandon Kinnie 8 27 
Curenski Gilleylen 3 18 
Roy Helu 3 13 
Mike McNeill 2 22 
Menelik Holt 2 17 
Marcus Mendoza 1 8 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Phillip Dillard 5 7 12 
Sean Fisher 2 7 9 
Ndamukong Suh 6 2 8 
Jared Crick a 3 8 
Alfonzo Dennard 3 2 5 
Barry Turner 2 2 4 
Matt O'Hanlon 2 2 4 
Will Compton i 3 4 
Cameron Meredith 2 1 3 
Prince Amukamara 2 4 3 
Larry Asante a 3 3 


SU 


DAY. NOVEMBER 1, 2009 M LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR @® SECTION D 


HU 


Bruising running backs: Roy Hotu continues to be 
hampered by a bad shoukler, while Dontrayevous: 
Robinson twhes a couple big hits Saturday. Page D3 | 


Nebraska 20, Baylor 10 Oct. 31, 2009 


SKER EXTRA 


Crick leaves his mark: Sophomore defensive tachie 
takes advantage of the Bears’ doublpteaming of 
teow D4tineman Suh. Page D4 


IT’S A WIN: Nebraska holds 
off pesky Baylor to snap a 


two-game losing streak. 


QB SWAP: Huskers turn to 
freshman Green, who totals 
171 yards in his first start. 


Ri 


BAYLOR 


4¢ 
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SACK MASTER: Defensive 
tackle Crick sets school 
record with five sacks. 


WILLIAM LAAT Aincoty dour 


While Jared Crick (above) was sacking Baylor quarterback Wick Florence five times, Cody Green (below) and the Husker offense were trying to get on track Saturday in Waco, Texas. 


Young Green has 
his ups and downs 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 

WACO, Texas ~ A minute before Saturday's game, 
two Huskers leaped into the air and did some sort of 
festive body bump that ended with a stylish hand- 
shake 

This would go without mention if it weren't for the 
fact the two Huskers were quarterbacks Cody Green 
and Zac Lee. 

And with that final pre-gime show of support, the 
true freshman Green readied to take the field for his 
first start as “The Man” at Nebraska. 

“It felt good. It felt real good," the 18-year-old said. 
every young kid's dream to start for the college 
team your freshman year. It was one of those mo- 
ments I'll remember forever." 

It's better remembered when you win, which the 
Huskers did, 20-10 against Baylor, before a half-full 
Floyd Casey Stadium that had more red in it than 
green and gokt. 

Certainly Green's dream didn't include him throw- 
ing an interception that was returned 45 yards for a 
touchdown 

But so goes growing up on the big stage 

"Got to have a memory like a gokifish, really," 
Green said of his third-quarter pick that allowed Bay- 
lot to cut the Huskers’ lead to 10 points. 


A step backward? 


The Netnska offense sputtered at times Saturday, including 0 sew 
Son-high five threoandouts. Here's 0 lock at how NUS offense hos 
fared in conference pity (TD - offensive TOs, Long - songest scoring 
drive: 30 - threeartouts; TO - turnovers 


Struggling NU 
offense should 
commit to Green 


WACO, Texas — So, it's come to this. 

“How ya doin} coach? Any win's a good win,” a Nebras~ 
ka fan yelled toward Husker coach Bo Pelini on Saturday 
as Pelini prepared to address 
the media in the bowels of 
Floyt Casey Stadium. 

Nebraska 20, Baylor 10, 

Bring on Oxlahoma!? 

Yep, and hide the women 
and children next Saturday, 
at least when Nebraska's on 
offense. 

In stipping past Baylor (3~ 
5, 0-4 Big 12), Nebraska 
managed just 273 yards of 
offense. By way of comparison, Kent Stateracked up 424 
yards in a loss to the Bears earlier this season. 

Nebraska rushed 38 times for 145 yards, or 3.8 per carry. 
‘Two weeks ago, lows State rushed 46 times for 240 yards 
(5.2 average) against the Bears, 

Baylor, by the way, entered Saturday ranked 100th 
nationally defending the run. 

“You suck, Watson!" another red-clad fan yelled 


‘STEVEN M. SIPPLE 
Jowrnal Star Staff Writer 
—— 


One of the first guys to support him after that bad Opponent = Yds. TD long 30 TO Result toward the Nebraska locker roorn, although offensive 
throw? Tise guy he replaced, Missoun 2630-4 «GOys. 4 2) W2742 coordinator Shawn Watson was nowhere in sight. 

“I've got to give it to Zac, I've got to give it to the dene sean bot : be id : i ona 0 After his media seston, Pelini walked toward the group 

See HUSKERS, Page D4 = Baylor 273 «1 «(6S yts. 5 2 wW 2010 ‘See SIPPLE, Page D4 

>>> AROUND THE BIG 12 >>> IN PRIME TIME 

Nebraska. oan MiSSOUN assssccsenne Oklahoma .... nuns away from USC: Toxas crushes Curtis 

Barfor .. id Colorado pace Kansas State. The Ducks took change in the Puc Brown and Earl Thomas each 

10 race with 47-20 win against retumed irterceptions for touchy 
Texas AMM...........35 Tews Tech. the Oregon racked up Gowns, and Jonson had two 
NWO SRO rete dO Karsan ..... more G00 yards of offense. short TD runs for the Homes, 


Talk with fellow Husker fans at the ‘Life in the 
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Freshman Green is ‘The Man’ 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


WACO, Texas — A minute 


before Saturday’s game, 
two Huskers leaped into the 
air and did some sort of 
body bump that ended with 
astylish handshake. 


This would go without mention if it 
weren't for the fact the two Huskers were 
quarterbacks Cody Green and Zac Lee. 

And with that final pre-game show of 
support, the true freshman Green readied 
to take the field for his first start as “The 
Man” at Nebraska. 

“Tt felt good. It felt real good,’ the 18 - 
year-old said. “It’s every young kid’s dream 
to start for the college team your freshman 
year. It was one of those moments I’ll 
remember forever,” 

It’s better remembered when you win, 
which the Huskers did, 20-10 against Bay- 
lor, before a half-full Floyd Casey Stadium 
that had more red in it than green and gold. 

Certainly Green’s dream didn’t include 
throwing an interception that was returned 
45 yards for a touchdown. But so goes 
growing up on the big stage. 

“Got to have amemory like a goldfish, 
really)’ Green said of his third-quarter pick 
that allowed Baylor to cut the Huskers’ lead 
to 10 points. 

One of the first guys to support him af- 
ter that bad throw? The guy he replaced. 

“T’ve got to give it to Zac, I’ve got to give 
it to the rest of the guys that helped me out 
with it too,’ Green said. “They just circled 
around me and pretty much said, ‘Hey, 
don’t be afraid to make mistakes. We got 
your back. Just go out there and play your 
game, We're going to play ours.” 

Offensive coordinator Shawn Watson 
said he couldn’t wait to get Green in the 
film room today and go over the good and 
the bad. 


Bo Pelini reacts to a good stop by the Blackshirts as Nebraska got back on the winning track with a 


victory against Baylor . (Jacob Hannah) 


“Tt'll be huge,” Watson said, “It will give 
hima chance to see what he experienced 
and see it from a different perspective, 
through film, which is always a great 
teacher. When the bullets are flying, you’re 
listening, but sometimes those wires aren’t 
hitting right. But they will. He’s a good 
football player. He’s got football in him.” 

Green has plenty of good things early. 
Nebraska scored on each of its first three 
offensive possessions. 

The 6-foot-4, 220-pound native of 
Dayton, Texas, immediately showed what 
he brings to the offense: the ability torun 
anda want torun. 

On his first series, facing a third-and-5 
from the NU 33-yard line, Green tucked the 
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ball and ran for 10 yards. 

Later on the drive, he bulled ahead for 6 
yards on third down to the Baylor 28 that 
better positioned Alex Henery for a 45-yard 
field goal. 

Green’s first drive as a starter: 1] plays, 
44 yards, 3 points. 

But his best play of the game came a 
couple series later when he threw a beauti- 
ful 45-yard pass to Niles Paul that put the 
ball at the Baylor 1. True freshman running 
back Dontrayevous Robinson scored two 
plays later. 

That made it 20-0 with 9:28 left in the 
first half. Nebraska did not score again. 

“Tn the second half ... we kind of went 
out there and just shot blanks,” Green said. 


Nebraska 20, Baylor10 Oct. 31, 2009 
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Jared Crick stole the show during NU’s game in Waco, Texas. The sophomore defensive tackle had a school-record five sacks and matched Jim Skow’s 24- 
year-old school record with seven tackles for loss. He finished with 13 tackles, in addition to recovering a fumble and breaking up a pass. (William Lauer) 


Fanfare (from Life in the Red) 


We have a young team and no one was 
counting on all these injuries. coaches are try- 
ing to do the best they can. (it is what it is) un- 
til we improve and get to where we need to be 
... we can help our team by supporting them. 
hope you're with us. — taco 


“We're lucky enough that our de- 
fense came up big enough in the sec- 
ond half for us. But you know those 
games like that you really can’t go out 
and throw a blank in the second half. yards of offense — three less than Bay- 
We just have to go back and go to lor — and only 104 of those yards came 
work.” in the second half. 


bled in the fourth quarter at the Baylor 
26, a play after the Husker defense had 
just forced a turnover. 

The Huskers finished with just 273 


Green completed 12 of 21 passes for 
128 yards and the one interception. He 
rushed eight times for 43 yards. 

He became just the second true 
freshman to start at quarterback for 


Watson said he simplified the game 
plan for the new starter. And while he 
felt the quarterback had some “rough 
spots,” he applauded the way Green 
competed. 


This isn't figure skating or diving ... style 


points don't count! Winning does. — Boonies 


I'll take the W. | did see a spark that flick- 


ered out after halftime, we need to keep that 


aggressive edge the whole game, and not slip 
into conservative mode when we start getting 
comfortable or when we pull ahead. 

— bumper300 


Nebraska. The other was Tommie Fra- 
zier, who also won his first start, on the 
road, by 10 points. 

Green said he thought he played 
“really good” in the first half. As for the 


Is Green the starter going forward? 
“T think mine and Bo’s approach 
every week is to let those guys hammer 


it out in practice;’ Watson said. “I think It’s weird, | don’t know how to feel about 


this win. | am glad we won, glad we got to see 


second half? Cody svone ave y nie PyanEee Cody the full game, | am just not jumping up 
“Tt could have really turned ugly for _givingus some things in the run game. and down. Maybe | am looking ahead to the 
us,” he said. With our tailback situation that’s im- OU game, ugh! — Miller 


After his interception, Green fum- portant right now-” _ 
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Run game still 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


WACO, Texas — The scene on the 
Nebraska side of the field after Saturday’s 
game might alleviate some concerns about 
the health of Dontrayevous Robinson. 


The true freshman running back, who walked slowly off the 
field late in the third quarter and never returned, walked briskly to 
the Nebraska fans’ section and greeted several friends and family 
members in the front row. 

Robinson, a native of Euless, Texas, showed no signs of even a 
slight limp. He smiled, offered a few high-fives, handshakes and 
hugs. Then he headed back toward the locker room. 

Outside that door, running backs coach Tim Beck discussed — 
sort of — the health of his depleting running backs corps. 

“1 don’t know,’ Beck said. “T’ll know more tomorrow.” 

Beck said no running back — not Robinson, not starter Roy Helu 
and his sore shoulder — had been medically ruled out from return- 
ing in Nebraska’s 20-10 victory against Baylor. 

“They just took some hits,” Beck said. “I’m not a doctor. I’m not 
going to disclose any injuries until I know what they are.” 

Fact is, though, Nebraska had sophomore walk-on Austin Jones 
and redshirt freshman Lester Ward running the ball in the fourth 
quarter, when the Huskers were trying to eat up clock and move the 
chains. 

“Tt's what we’ve got,’ Nebraska offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson said. “You’re concerned, but it’s what we’ve got. We’ve got 
to keep working through it. 

“Tt’s a good question (about the depth), because Roy took a ding 
on the shoulder, and I think Trey got dinged up. I’m not for sure ex- 
actly what his extent is yet.” 

Helu and Robinson both declined interview requests. 

Robinson left after gaining 9 yards ona first-down run with 
about 3 minutes remaining in the third quarter. He finished with 13 
carries for 61 yards. Jones replaced him on the next play and rushed 
for no gain, then later a gain of 4 yards. 

On the first play of Nebraska’s next series, Helu ran for no gain. 
His seventh carry of the day was his last. He finished with 24 yards, 

Ward rushed seven times in the fourth quarter, but two of those 
carries went for negative yardage. 

“T think we missed some holes, but our ball security was a lot 
better,’ said Beck, whose crew didn’t fumble, a week after losing 
three fumbles against Iowa State. 

“Again, the situations in general, it looks like (there are) situa- 
tions where we have to be a little bit better at, football-wise.” 

Beck described the running game as inconsistent, pointing to 
first-down plays and short-yardage plays, where Nebraska was 


inconsistent 


Cody Green shows his running style in the second quarter of the game 
against Baylor. Green made his first career start and led the Huskers to a 
20-10 victory. He was 12-for-21 passing for 128 yards and added 43 yards 
on eight carries. (Jacob Hannah) 


both good and bad, The Huskers were 2-of-5 on third-down run- 
ning plays of 3 yards or less. 

Robinson busted the team’s longest run of 23 yards on one such 
play. Nebraska also lost yardage on three such plays. The Huskers 
needed two plays to push the ball across the goal line from the 
1-yard line, scoring on second down. 

Beck said Nebraska, which ran 38 times for 145 yards — an aver- 
age of 3.8 per carry — was determined to run the football despite 
the fact Baylor loaded the box with defenders. 

“We tried to get two tight ends, a fullback,” Beck said. “They just 
keep putting more guys in there. There’s always an unblocked play- 
er at the point of attack, and it’s up to the back to make that guy 
miss. Sometimes we did, sometimes we didn’t.” 

Beck said freshman quarterback Cody Green, who made his first 
career start Saturday, can also give Nebraska’s running game a 
boost. 

“Tliked his presence in there,” Beck said. “liked the way he ran 
the ball. He made good decisions, for the most part. 

“But like any guy who handles the ball a lot, you're going to 
make some mistakes. Just like my guys. We missed cuts today. But I 
really liked the way he played. I thought he did a nice job today” 
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Crick has game of his life 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


WACO, Texas — Once the 


oxygen started flowing 
again and he knew his ribs 
were still intact, Nebraska 
defensive tackle Jared Crick 
was asking for the guy’s 
number. 


Somebody must have told him the guilty 
party was No. 11, Nick Florence. 

Today, I guarantee that Baylor's quarter- 
back is in a lot worse shape than Crick, the 
victim of the most violent hit during Ne- 
braska’s 20-10 win at Floyd Casey Stadium 
on Saturday. 

Sure, for a few moments after Brad Tay- 
lor blindsided him while blocking on are- 
verse midway through the fourth quarter, 
Crick’s thoughts were all about getting pay- 
back on the Bears’ tight end. 

After all, the result of the play left him on 
one knee and needing medical attention be- 
fore he was able to slowly make his way to 
the Husker sideline, 

“Twas looking for the tight end,’ Crick 
acknowledged, but I have a responsibility.” 

Too bad for Florence, who, on the third 
play of Baylor’s next series, was snowed un- 
der again by No. 94. 

Introductions weren't necessary. 

By then, Florence could have known with 
his eyes closed who'd just dragged him to the 
turf. It was Crick’s school-record fifth sack 
of the game. 

“There was a little bit of vengeancein 
there,” Crick said with a devilish grin. 

By sealing that deal, Crick capped the 
most dominant performance by a Nebraska 
defensive player this season. 

His final numbers: 13 tackles (10 unas- 
sisted and seven for a loss), a pass breakup 
and a fumble recovery. 

The last time a Husker had four sacks in a 
game was Mike Rucker against Texas Tech in 


1996, 

“Some of the best football I’ve seen from 
Crick since he’s been here!’ defensive end 
Pierre Allen said after the sophomore from 
Cozad took over the team lead in sacks (8'/») 
and tackles for loss (13). 

Crick’s linemate, Ndamukong Suh, may 
have the rock star status — and deservedly 
so. But there are few front men around who 
can carry a band by themselves, and so it is 
with Suh, who some believe will be the first 
pick in next April’s NFL Draft. 

Determined not to let Suh dictate the line 
of scrimmage like he often does, Baylor sent 
its right guard and center at the big man, 
leaving Crick in one-on-one situations. 

Silly Bears, thought Husker coach Bo 
Pelini. 

“Coach walked over to the (benches in 
front of the) stands and told (us) let’s take 
advantage of it}’ Allen said. 

Added defensive coordinator Carl Pelini: 
“When are these offenses going to figure out 
that he’s pretty damn explosive?” 

By halftime, when Nebraska had built a 
20-0 lead, Crick had three sacks, his 
breakup and also snuffed a shovel-pass 
completion for a loss. 

He got his fourth sack on the first series 
of the second half, recovered a Florence 
furnble early in the fourth quarter and then, 
after getting his bell rung, did what Carl 
Pelini expected. 

“He's a blockhead. He’s incapable of be- 
ing hurt,’ Pelini said. 

Turning serious, Pelini credited the 
6-foot-6 and 285-pound Crick for playing 
as hard as anyone he’s coached. 

Crick noted that his engine was fully 
revved by the fact that he had 25 to 30 family 
members and friends in attendance. That’s 
one reason why he guessed he played “a little 
harder!’ 

And if he had any inclination of letting up 
as Nebraska was closing in onits first win in 
three games, well, all the hit by Taylor did 
was make Crick push harder on the acceler- 
ator. 

“He got my ribs a little bit, but nothing 
too serious,” Crick said of Taylor. “Thad to 
get him back somehow.’ 
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Nebraska 10 i0 O 
Baylor Oo oO 10 
FIRST QUARTER 


13:31 — NEBRASKA 7, BAYLOR 0 


Oct. 31, 2009 Nebraska 20, Baylor 10 


0 -20 
oO -10 


Justin Blatchford 25 blocked punt return (Alex Henery 


kick) 


5:43 — NEBRASKA 10, BAYLOR O 
Henery 45 field goal 


SECOND QUARTER 


12:16 — NEBRASKA 13, BAYLOR 0 
Henery 22 field goal 


9:28 — NEBRASKA 20, BAYLOR 0 


Dontrayevous Robinson 1 run (Henery kick) 
THIRD QUARTER 


9:22 — NEBRASKA 20, BAYLOR 3 
Ben Parks 4:1 field goal 


3:27 — NEBRASKA 20, BAYLOR 10 


Clifton Odom 45 interception return (Parks kick) 


First downs 
Rushes-yards 

Passing yards 

Passing 

Total yards 
Furnbles-lost 
Penalties-yards 
Punts-avg. 

Punt returnsyards 
Kickoff retums-yards 
Time of possession 
Third-down conversions 
Fourthdown conversions 
Sacks-yards 


PASSING 
Cady Green 12 


RUSHING 
Dontrayevous Robinson 
Cody Green 
Roy Helu 
Lester Ward 
Austin Jones 
Team 


RECEIVING 
Dontrayevous Robinson 
Khiry Cooper 
Niles Paul 
Kyler Reed 
Brandon Kinnie 
Marous Mendoza 
Roy Helu 


TACKLE LEADER 
Jared Crick 10 
Eric Hage 6 
Larry Asante 
Ndamukong Suh 
Phillip Dillard 
Prince Amukamara 
Barry Tuner 
Matt O'Hanlon 
Baker Steinkuhler 
Sean Fisher 
Dejon Gomes 
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HUSKER EXTRA 


Quarterback shuffle: Cody Green's frst start at 
Memorial Stadium was short-€ved, as Zac Lee took 
over in the second quarter. Page DS 


PICKY, PICKY HUSKERS: Blackshirts pick off Sooners’ Landry Jones five times 
SIGNATURE WIN: It’s the Huskers’ first win against a Top 20 team since 2005 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Uncen Jaurad Star 


Alltoasts go to the Blackshirts. 

Pick a name and pass your compliment. 
Ndamukong Suh. Phillip Dilard. Matt O"Han- 
lon, Prince Amukamara. 

In a showdown of great defenses, the 
Huskers knew they'd have to be splendid on 
Saturday night against Oklahoma. They were. 

And because of it, Nebraska notched a 10-3 
win over the Sooners at Memorial Stadium — 
easily the most impressive win of the Bo Pelini 
era. 

Pelini seemed as closed to ecstatic as he 
might ever be after the win. 

“I'm proud of everyone in there” the Husker 
coach said. gesturing toward his locker room. 
“There were 87 total plays (on defense) and 
they sucked # up and found a way and I'm 
proud of that team tonight” 

As Oklahoma tried to tie the game in the 
fourth quarter, there were Husker players 
cramping (even Suh, who apparently is not all 
machine) and nearing empty on energy. 

Still, the Blackshirts woukdn’t give in. 

Dillard said the message was simple: “We 
got to keep fighting. We've fought this long. 
We found something deep inside” 

Dillard intercepted Oklahoma freshman 
quarterback Landry Jones on a fourth-and-4 
from the Husker 33 with 2:31 left, sending the 
crowd intoa delirium. 


See HUSKERS, Page D4 


>>> SO LONG, BCS TITLE HOPES 


‘Stanford S1, No. 7 Oregon 42: Toby Gerhart 
bowled over the Oregon defense to make the 
Carchinal bow!elgible for the first time in eight 
years, The loss by Oregon, just # week after 
beating Southem California, opened up the 
Pac iO race. 


At HuskerExtra.com >>> View video highlights, watch clips 


Nebraska 10. 20th-ranked Ok- 
lahoma 3. 

Given the upset, and the fact 
Nebraska's surging defense shows 
no signs of letup, Dallas again 
looks like a probable December 
destination for Big Red fans hun- 
gry to return tothe Big 12 title 
game. Indeed, these Blackshirts 


Netoraska safety Matt O'Hanlon throws the ball isto the air 
afer his third interception sealed NU’s victory. 


Northwestom 17, No. 8 lows 10: lows finally ran 
out of luck. lows had to turn to freshman quarter 
back James Vandenberg (right). who was unable to 
lead the Hawkeyes on any Scoring deve. So long 
SCS ttle hopes and maybe Big Ten utle hopes. Next 
up for lows Is @ trip to Ohio Sute. Story, Page D6 


d visit “Life 


Tough defense makes 
trip to Dallas possible 


Nebraska accom- area scary bunch. 
plished something Perhaps even scary 
Saturday night it enough to make No. 
hadn't managed in 2 Texas take notice. 
the Bo Pelini era. Definitely scary 

It defeated an op- enough to give Ne- 
ponent ere any- braska(0-3, 2-2 Big 
one expectedit to Y)alegitimate 
beat. STEVEN M. SIPPLE daxewekce: 

Of course, the Journal Sear So Writer The Blackshizts 
Kskstokhee- ===" have been consis- 
pected route to get there. tently excellent and just might be 

Defense. Hard-nosed,tough- —_ gaining steam for the stretchrum. 
minded, fly-around-the-fiekt, ‘What a stretch run it could be. 
opportunistic defense. Surprising Kansas State, with 

Yes,thisis why TomOsbome _ its 17-10 victory over Kansason 
hired this Pelini guy. Saturday, improved to6-4 and 4- 


inthe league. The Wildcats have 
games remaining at hame against 
Missouri next week and Nov. 21 at 
Nebraska. Win both games, and 
K-State would be the Big 12 North 
champion. 

Nebraska entered Saturday 
night knowing that to win the 


‘See SIPPLE, Page D4 


the red” to talk with other Husker fans. 
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Blackshirts win showdown 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


All toasts go to the Black- 
shirts. Pick a name and pass 
your compliment. Phillip 
Dillard. Ndamukong Suh. 
Matt O’Hanlon. Prince 
Amukamara. 


Ina showdown of great defenses, the 
Huskers knew they’d have to be splendid 
Saturday night against Oklahoma. They 
were. And because of it, Nebraska notched 
a10-3 win against the Sooners at Memorial 
Stadium — easily the most impressive win 
of the Bo Pelini era. 

Pelini seemed as closed to ecstatic as he 
might ever be after the win. 

“I'm proud of everyone in there,’ the 
Husker coach said, gesturing toward the 
locker room. “There were 87 total plays (on 
defense) and they sucked it up and found a 
way and I’m proud of that team tonight.” 

As Oklahoma tried to tie the game in the 
fourth quarter, there were Husker players 
cramping (even Suh, who apparently is not 
all machine) and nearing empty on energy. 
Still, the Blackshirts wouldn’t give in. 

Dillard said the message was simple: 
“We've got to keep fighting. We’ve fought 
this long. We found something deep in- 
side?’ 

Dillard intercepted Oklahoma’s Landry 
Jones on a fourth-and-4 from the Husker 
33-yard line with 2:31 left, sending the 
crowd into a frenzy. 

That roar was equaled when O’ Hanlon 
got his third interception of the night at the 
NU 6 with 27 seconds left to seal the deal. 

O’Hanlon fired the ball into the air. He 
drew a flag, but no one cared. This one was 
over. Some Husker players, led by Roy Helu, 
jumped into the North Stadium stands to 
hug fans after the game was over. 

“This is the best feeling I’ve had in foot - 
ball, to be honest right now,’ said Husker 


Senior safety Matt O’Hanlon (33) had the game of his life with three interceptions against No. 20 
Oklahoma at Memorial Stadium, including this one with 27 seconds left to secure Nebraska’s 10-3 
victory. The Huskers intercepted OU's Landry Jones five times. (Ted Kirk) 


quarterback Zac Lee, who replaced true 
freshman Cody Green in the first half. 

It was an amazing win, considering the 
Huskers mustered just seven first downs 
and Alex Henery punted 11 times. 

Nebraska's defense was that good. 

“We were tired of hearing about their 
defense and we had to step up and try to 
show what this defense is about)’ Dillard 
said. 

By beating the 20th-ranked Sooners, 
Nebraska claimed its first win against a Top 
20 team under Pelini and first since defeat - 
ing Michigan in the 2005 Alamo Bowl. 

With the win, Nebraska seriously 
helped its chances of winning the Big 12 
North Division. The Huskers (6-3, 3-2 in 
Big 12) remain a half-game behind Kansas 
State. But if Nebraska defeats the Wildcats 
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in Lincoln on Nov. 21 and wins at least one 
of its other two games, it takes the North. 

One guy who is glad he won’t be seeing 
the Husker defense again is Jones, Okla- 
homa’s freshman quarterback. 

Jones threw an incredible 58 passes but 
completed just 26. He was intercepted five 
times. Two of those picks led to Nebraska’s 
10 points. 

None was bigger than Amukamara’s 
interception in the second quarter. The 
Husker junior cornerback stepped in front 
of a pass at the Sooner 23 and did some 
fancy footwork to put the ball at the 1. 

Lee, on his first snap, hit tight end Ryan 
Hill for a touchdown one play later. 

Little did anyone know that would be all 
the NU defense would need to secure a win. 

“Oklahomais a helluva football team)’ 


Nebraska 10, Oklahoma 3s N 


Pelini said. “We found a way. That game 
could have gone a lot of different ways, but 
we just found a way to hang in there and 
hang in there.” 

As for the locker room celebration? 

“Dudes are going in crazy in there,’ jun- 
ior wide receiver Niles Paul said. “We're all 
happy, but we all know we need to focus 
and get ready to go down to Lawrence and 
play.’ 

Paul said he didn’t even need to watch 
the game to know what was going to hap- 
pen when the Husker defense was on the 
field, “because I knew they were going to do 
their job.” 

The receiver said the win is a “confi- 
dence booster” as the Huskers go forward. 

Suh called it a good win, but said this 


team can’t stop to be satisfied. 

“Tt’s one that’s expected in my book,’ 
Suh said. “Oklahoma’s a great team. This is 
what I came here to do — to play in big 
games and win big games.” 

Pelini had a similar tone, reminding all 
inthe room that it’s just one win and it 
won’t mean a whole lot if the Huskers go to 
Lawrence and lose next week. 

But then the coach smiled. He acknowl- 
edged that he told his players to be careful 
incelebrating the win Saturday night. 

“Because I think the town might get 
turned upside down tonight,” Pelini said. 

Yes, the party was on. To Husker fans, 
this season suddenly felt very, very good 
again. 


This may be the best Husker D 
ever. They are winning all by them- 
selves! — Albino 


This is the first time in the history 
of football that the “play not to lose” 
offense has won a game. Some- 
where, Frank Solich is smiling. — 

Outside The Box 


That was one of the best defen- 
sive football games I've ever seen. 
Unfortunately, everyone will harp on 
how bad the offenses were. This is 
the same OU team that scored 45 
last weekend. It was fun to watch a 
game like this. — TommyOC 
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This defense a scary bunc 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Nebraska accomplished 
something Saturday night 
it hadn’t managed in the Bo 
Pelini era. 


It defeated an opponent hardly anyone 
expected it to beat. 

Of course, the Huskers took the expect- 
ed route to get there. 

Defense. Hard-nosed, tough-minded, 
fly-around-the-field, opportunistic de- 
fense. 

Yes, this is why Tom Osborne hired this 
Pelini guy. 

Nebraska 10, 20th-ranked Oklahoma 3. 

Given the upset, and the fact Nebraska’s 
surging defense shows no signs of letup, 
Dallas again looks like a probable December 
destination for Big Red fans hungry to 
return to the Big 12 title game. Indeed, these 
Blackshirts are a scary bunch. Perhaps even 
scary enough to make No. 2'Texas take 
notice. 

Definitely scary enough to give Nebras- 
ka (6-3, 2-2 Big 12) alegitimate chance to 
win out. 

The Blackshirts have been consistently 
excellent and just might be gaining steam 
for the stretch run. 

What a stretch run it could be. 

Surprising Kansas State, with its 17-10 
victory over Kansas on Saturday, improved 
to 6-4 and 4-2 in the league. The Wildcats 
have games remaining at home against 
Missouri next week and Nov. 21 at Nebras- 
ka. Win both games, and K-State would be 
the Big 12 North champion. 

Nebraska entered Saturday night know- 
ing that to win the North, it would have to 
beat Kansas State, as well as two of its other 
three remaining opponents — Oklahoma, 
Kansas and Colorado. 

The Huskers captured the game few ex- 
pected them to win. And suddenly their 
road to Jerry’s World looks much more 
manageable. 


Fans of the Husker defense were out in force for the Oklahoma game. (Eric Gregory) 


Big Red plays at Kansas (5-4, 1-4) this 
coming Saturday. The Jayhawks look out of 
whack, Quarterback Todd Reesing has 
committed 10 turnovers in the last four 
games. Saturday, the senior short-armed 
throws and missed open receivers. KU’s de- 
fense has improved but is nothing special. 

After playing Kansas State, Nebraska 
wraps up the regular season Nov. 27 at Col- 
orado (3-6, 2-3). 

The first-place Wildcats are winning 
the Bill Snyder way: Run the football, take 
care of it and take advantage of the oppo- 
nent’s mistakes. It’s a sound and simple 
plan. But Snyder’s crew isn’t imposing on 
either side of the ball — nowhere near as 
imposing as Nebraska’s defense. 

The North is a rag-tag division. It’s the 
type of year that being good in one area may 
be enough. 

The Huskers may need only a couple 
touchdowns to beat the Wildcats. Is that 
crazy talk? 

Oklahoma would suggest it’s not. 

I said before Saturday’s game that this 
isn’t a vintage Sooner outfit, and that be- 
came obvious in the first quarter as the 
Boomers managed 13 yards on 15 plays dur- 
ing the period. The Huskers piled up 19 
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yards on 14 plays. The tone was set, for the 
most part. 

In the end, Oklahoma picked up 23 first 
downs to Nebraska’s seven. But Pelini’s 
bandits came up with five interceptions, in- 
cluding three by senior safety Matt O’Han- 
lon, and the Huskers put a charge into a 
season that had seemed to be sagging. 

Nebraska running back Roy Helu — 
plagued by shoulder issues in recent weeks 

— rushed for 138 yards on 20 carries. Zac 
Lee replaced Cody Green at quarterback in 
the second quarter and did a fine job man- 
aging an offense that stayed conservative. 

According to a source, Green battled a 
flu bug this week. Whatever the case, he 
never looked comfortable before heading to 
the bench for good early in the second 
quarter. 

Oklahoma’s excellent defense obviously 
had alot to do with Green’s struggles. The 
Sooners held the Huskers to 180 yards of 
total offense, and just 39 through the air, 

NU won despite converting only 1 of 14 
third-down tries and committing 11 penal- 
ties for 104 yards. 

Yes, Big Red fans still have plenty to nit- 
pick about. But they also should savor a de- 
fense that continues to amaze. 
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O’Hanlon toast of Huskers 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


Something tells me Matt 


O’Hanlon won't have to do 
any extra running for his 
unsportsmanlike-conduct 
penalty following Okla- 
homa’s final offensive play 
at Memorial Stadium on 
Saturday night. 


How do you punish the toast of the 
Huskers? 

O’Hanlon’s penalty came as he celebrat- 
ed his third interception of the game at the 
Nebraska 6-yard line, a play that preserved 
the Huskers’ 10-3 lead with 27 seconds left. 

How perfect for the senior free safety 
from Bellevue, someone who overcame un- 
believable odds five years ago by making the 
team after a brief performance at an offsea- 
son tryout, that he gets to be the one to stick 
the dagger in the Huskers’ longtime rival. 

Remember, this is the same guy who 
went into hiding back on Sept. 19 in Blacks- 
burg, Va. You do remember how you felt 
about him that day, right? 

O’Hanlon was the guy you wanted to 
never see the field again after he got caught 
peeking at scrambling Hokie QB Tyrod Tay - 
lor and let flanker Danny Coale streak past 
him en route to an 81-yard reception that set 
up the Hokies’ improbable last-minute win. 

It was a play O’Hanlon probably figured 
he’d never live down, even if he did scramble 
to pull down Coale shy of the goal line. 

Well, consider that a closed case. 

Saturday was his sweet redemption. 

“Matt has great character and resolve;’ 
Bo Pelini said. “He’s went through alot and 
I’m proud of how he’s come through.” 

The Nebraska baseball team already has a 
pretty good center fielder in Khiry Cooper, 
who just happens to also be a decent wide 
receiver for the Huskers. 


Saturday night, O'Hanlon, who also pro- 
duced a career-high 12 tackles, looked like 
he’d been taking some tips from Cooper on 
how to play the deep ball. 

Even more impressive was the patience 
he showed on a night when he also got 
flagged for pass interference and defensive 
holding. 

Consider that all of his interceptions 
came after halftime. 

The first theft ended Oklahoma’s second 
possession of the third quarter after the 
Sooners had driven to the NU 38. On that 
one, O'Hanlon made the stab at the 26, then 
flashed some open-field speed on a30-yard 
return to set up a drive that ended with Alex 
Henery’s 28-yard field goal. 

His next theft came early in the fourth 
quarter on a first-and-10 play from the 
Husker 39. Again, O’Hanlon held his ground 
and made an easy pick at the 19 on a sailing 
throw by Landry Jones. 

Oklahoma, which has a history of break- 
ing Husker hearts with a late score, still had 
one more decent chance following a 30-yard 
punt return by Ryan Broyles that put the ball 
at the NU 49 with 41 seconds left. 

O'Hanlon probably should have inter- 
cepted Jones’ next pass, but if he was upset 
at himself for dropping that one, it had to 
fade when on the next play, Oklahoma's 
quarterback lofted another high-arcing 
throw down the middle of the field. 

“Luckily, [ got a mulligan,” said O’Han- 
lon, who came down with the ball at the NU 
6. "It seemed like it was up there for 10 sec- 
onds and [ thought somebody would knock 
me down, so I might’ve gotten lucky,” 

When he came down with the ball, 
O’Hanlon became the first Husker since Ric 
Lindquist to have three interceptions ina 
game, Lindquist did it in 1979. 

O’Hanlon then flung the ball high into 
the air, drawing a flag that moved the ball 
back to the Husker 3. 

Perfect. Wasn't it 31 years ago that Okla- 
homa’s Heisman Trophy-winning halfback 
Billy Sims left a ball at the Nebraska 3 in an- 
other Husker upset? 

Billy Sims and Matt O’ Hanlon — never 
could have imagined drawing that compari- 
son. 
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Oklahoma 0 300-3 
Nebraska oO 7 c oO —1D 
SECOND QUARTER 
13:36 — NEBRASKA 7, OKLAHOMA 0 
Ryan Hill 1 pass from Zao Lee (Alex Henery kick) 
00:24 — NEBRASKA 7, OKLAHOMA 3 
Tress Way 28 field goal 

THIRD QUARTER 
5:38 — NEBRASKA 10, OKLAHOMA 3 
Henery 28 field goal 

ou NU 
First downs 23 7 
Rushes-yards 29-80 43-141 
Passing yards 245 39 
Passing 26585 7-14-0 
Total yards 325 180 
Fumbles-lost 20 1-1 
Penalties-yards 964 11-104 
Punts-avg. 5.49.0 1143.7 
Punt returns-yards 6-102 2-19 
Kickoff retums-yards 237 2-27 
Time of possession 28:18 31:42 
Third-down conversions 518 1-14 
Fourth-down conversions 03 00 
Sacks-yards 241 2-19 
PASSING 
Zac Lee 5 9 35 
Cody Green 2 5 4 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 20 138 
Dontrayevous Robinson § 11 
Cody Green 6 8 
Zac Lee 10 13 
Team 1 3 
RECEIVING 

Roy Helu 3 15 
Brandon Kinnie 2 21 
Mike McNeill 4 2 
Ryan Hill 1 1 

TACKLE LEADERS 
Matt O'Hanlon 3 3 12 
Phillip Dillard 5 3 8 
Larry Asante 5 3 8 
Jared Crick 2 6 8 
Alfonzo Dennard 4 2 6 
Dejon Gomes J 2 5 
PJ, Smith 3 4 4 
Pierre Allen 2 2 4 
Ndamukong Suh 1 = 4 


finds a way past KU, thanks 


Paul's big day: Nites Paul gives Husker offense a 
boost with some by catches and a hey 44 yard Kichott 


Nebraska 31, Kansas 17 
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| Gomes big on defense: Dejon 


totum that sets up the winning score for NU. Page F3 | against Reesing and the Jayhawks. Page F4 


STEPPING UP: Nebraska 


to a strong push in the 4th. 


ON THE ROAD: NU wins 4 
straight Big 12 road games 
| for first time since 2000. | 


Gornes’ forced fumble 
proves to bo key for a defense that struyyled at times 


FOR THE NORTH: Next 
| week's NU KSU winner is 
going to Big 12 title game. 


The Kansas delense cam only watch as Nebraska junior | back Roy Holw scores om a 20 yard run to give Nebraska the lead for 200d in the fourth quarter Saturday In Lawrence, Kaa. 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 
kine atswnad ar 


LAWRENCE, Kan.~ We've seen 
emotion from Shawn Watson after 
football garnes before. But the Apol 
Jo reference was a first 

“You seen (the movie) “Apollo 
157'" he asked after Nebraska's 31 17 
win against Kansas on Saturday 
¢ was thinking of ome scene in 
ular ~ where the boys from 
NASA are staring at a bunch of 
pieces on u table, trying to find an 
answer for thelr crew’s survival. 

The scene struck 9 chord with 
‘Watson, 

“We had to put all the pieces on 
the table and find a wayy" he said, 
“The staff's heen awesome, Because 
we thought we had something spe 
cial that we were working on, And 
Wwe had to get out of our comfort 
zone atxi go buck and pat all the 
pieces on the table, arxl hack away 
sane find a wary! 

Watson's guys found a way Satur 
day. 

On aday when Nebraska's defense 
left Husker couch Bo Petini “far from 
happy’ it was the offense that pro 
duved tn the host critical moments, 
fishing with two touchdown 
drives to put Big Red atop the Big 12 
North Division. 

‘The Husker offenve totaled 410 
yurds, Nebraska started the game 
with a six play, 58 yun! scoring 
drive. It ended the ame with a 10 
play, 74 yard scoring drive. 


It wasn't the greatest work of art 
But progress? Yes, it was that, 
‘See HUSKERS, Page F4 
>>> AROUND THE BIG 12 
Nebrasta cSt Texas, 
Kansas AT BaYOE oses 
Missoun 38 Oalahora, 
Kansas StH r12  Teras ARM 
tow Stat 17 Ontahome State ..24 
Cotorace 100 Texas Tock) 


At HuskerExtra.com >>> View game highlights and visit 


Nebraska quarterback Zac Lee steps owt of a tackle and finds running room in the second quarter. Lee 


— 


ed uey 


finished with 196 yards passing and 53 on the ground, 


That's better 


Statiatic 


Seonng, 


Total yards 
Rushing yards 


First cewenss 


Third down pet. 


ushers cid 


thew other fve Big 12 gimex: 


012 avi 


#1 dominare showing ont oflone, 
f togeiner ther bese 
it conference: 


Jan" do muh on of 
susn't Blow own Mis 


Tracking the Wildcats 
Sourt’s Carano Alexander. Missour han 


the Wildcats 38 12 ie) Manhattan 


| 
| The loss, compined with Nebr * wr, Sets up a wen 
| ner tame a8 game Satveuay at norial Stadeum, 
“1 tok! Cur team Wut they ave the luckeest bunch of uys 
| in the Big 12. (0 Ro oUt andl get it haneied to you hie we 


ded today and stil have the onportunity to Ww 
Diviwon title and possibly play in a bow game.” K State 
coach Bal Sayer sax, 

Saturday's sgaene és sat for 6:45 p.m. it will be broad 
east on ESPN or ESPN2. 


50,307 and representatives 

from the Orange, Rose ard Fi 
esta bows watchiry, trom the 
anhletic director's suite, the yn 
Frogs put on quite @ show. 


Life in the red’ to blog with other Husker fans. 


in the Rose Bow! for the flest 
time in 13 years after backup 
kicker Devin Barclay kicked a 
fiekd goal in overtime to 
HA the Buckeyes past lowe 


‘STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


jrurnat Sat Stal Writer 


NU on brink 
of North title, 
warts and all 


LAWRENCE, Kant. ~ Nebraska 
football players and coaches de 
voured behemoth burritos before 
boanting team bases easly Saturday 
evening. 

Nebraska earned its dinner with a 
hard fought 1. 17 triumph against 
Kansas, It was.a meat fit for kings — 
kings of the fig 12 Natth Division, 
warts and all. 

Oh, Hinow, A tornaality remains. 
Nebraska still nrust defeat Kansas 
State next week to make tt official. 
The Wikicats area “rag tag bunch?” 
according to coach Bill Snyder. But 
they’te sctappy and generally play 
intelligently. They'll pat upadecent 
fight but moat likely come up short 
against a Husker outfit makin 
impressive late season surge for the 
secon! straight year, 


‘See SIPPLE, Page F4 
>>> AROUND THE NATION 
No. 4 TCU 85, No, 16 Utah No. 10 Ohio State 27,No, 15 | No. 25 Stanford 55, No. 
28: With a record crowd of lowa 24, OT: Oto Stote back — 12 USC 21: The joss was 


the Wojans” worst since 
1966 (52 0 to Notre Dame) 
ani essentially ended 
USC's xewen ynar run as 
Pac 10 chorrerorn. 
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Offense finds a way to win 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


LAWRENCE, Kan.- 
We’ve seen emotion from 
Shawn Watson after foot- 
ball games before. But the 
Apollo 13 reference was a 
first. 


“You seen (the movie) ‘Apollo 13?’” he 
asked after Nebraska’s 31-17 win against 
Kansas on Saturday. 

He was thinking of one scene in particu- 
lar — where the boys from NASA are staring 
at abunch of pieces ona table, trying to find 
an answer for their crew’s survival. 

The scene struck a chord with Watson. 

“We had to put all the pieces on the 
table and find a way" he said. “The staff's 
been awesome. Because we thought we had 
something special that we were working 
on. And we had to get out of our comfort 
zone and go back and put all the pieces on 
the table, and hack away and find a way,” 

Watson’s guys found a way Saturday. 

Ona day when Nebraska’s defense left 
Husker coach Bo Pelini “far from happy,’ it 
was the offense that produced in the most 
critical moments, finishing with two 
touchdown drives to put Big Red atop the 
Big 12 North Division. 

The Husker offense totaled 410 yards. 
Nebraska started the game with a six-play, 
58-yard scoring drive. It ended the game 
with a10-play, 74-yard scoring drive. 

It wasn’t the greatest work of art. But 
progress? Yes, it was that. 

“The thing we wanted to say is that we 
got our mojo back,” Watson said. “We've 
been nicked up, and the kids have just been 
resilient. They keep coming back and keep 
working. They’ve never questioned or 
doubted themselves at all. ... They founda 
way to fight through it all, and it’s going to 
make us a great team of the future, The fu- 
ture is as fast as we let it, sol just hope we 


Nebraska quarterback Zac Lee (far left) passes the ball over a scrum of players in the second quarter 
of the game against Kansas. Lee connected on 13 of 21 attempts for 196 yards. (Jacob Hannah) 


keep building on what we’ve started doing.” 

Nebraska started junior Zac Lee at quar- 
terback and he never gave way to true 
freshman Cody Green, Lee ran the ball bet- 
ter than he has at any point this season 
(nine times for 53 yards) and hit 13 of 21 
passes for 196 yards, 

“T thought Zac played a damn good 
football game,” Pelini said. “He was a leader 
— he gutted it up when he needed to.” 

At one point in the second quarter, Lee 
started to run the option, only to pull back a 
few steps and fire a 37-yard completion to 
Niles Paul (who had a career-high 154 yards 
receiving) inside the Kansas 10-yard line. 
The play looked like something from the 
Tom Osborne era. 

And that’s no wonder. The Husker ath- 
letic director has been floating occasional 
ideas to Watson. 

That pass to Paul? 

“Coach Osborne’s input; Watson said, 
smiling. “It’s serious. Coach Osborne's 
been awesome. He understands it. He gets 
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it. And he never forces anything on me. All 
he does is say, ‘Look, here are some things 
that you may want to consider now that 
you are moving into this aspect of your 
game?” 

Watson’s voice cracked and he paused 
for amoment. He continued: “All those lit- 
tle twists, great stuff, he’s helped enhance 
us. So Coach gets the credit for those.” 

Watson said Osborne always comes to 
practice and watches, “but that’s because 
he’s a football fan. He doesn’t get involved. 
But he’ll come and say, ‘Have you thought 
about this?’ He’ll call me and come down. 
Usually he comes down early in the morn- 
ing, cause I’m an early-in-the-morning 
guy and sois he, and we have a chance to 
talk before we go to work.’ 

Watson said Osborne has even offered 
some old video of option plays from his 
coaching days. Tight ends coach Ron 
Brown, with his knowledge of that system, 
has also been very important to the process, 
Watson said. 


Osborne never imposes his 
ideas on coaches, said Watson, 
who enjoys the input. 

“You can’t be so proud that 
your pride gets in the way of 
you winning as a team,’ Watson 
said. “I’ll never do that. Ilove 
what I know, but I’m not afraid 
to open my box up and go out- 
side my box so that we can 
win.” 

Nebraska continued to use 
plenty of the power-I forma- 
tion it used last week. But this 
time, Nebraska attacked down- 
field more. On NU’s first play 
from scrimmage, Lee hooked 
up with Paul for a 35-yard gain. 

“We just saw some things 
that we could take advantage of 
in the defense, just get behind 
them alittle bit, and really just 
let our receivers go ahead and 
make big plays, let them go 
ahead and get the ball over their 
guys,’ Lee said. 

Having Roy Helu didn’t hurt 
either. The Husker running 
back gashed the Jayhawks for 
156 yards on 28 carries. 

When he scored ona 14- 
yard run with 29 seconds left, 
the Husker sideline exploded. 
No one was happier than 
Watson. 

“Tcouldn’t be prouder of a 
group I’ve ever coached, to be 
honest to you,’ Watson said. 
“This group, because they’re 
young, because of what they’ve 
been through and how they’ve 
stayed together, and how the 
defense has stayed behind 
them, it’s just a great team that 
we've got.” 


Nebraska 31, Kansas 17 Nov. 14, 2009 


Comerback Prince Amukamara pressures KU's Todd Reesing in the first quarter of the Nov. 14 game in Lawrence, 
Kan. Amukamara sacked Reesing for a 9-yard loss on the play. (Eric Gregory) 


Fanfare (from Life in the Red) 


We are a program in transition and a program making Very, very happy with the outcome. Liked the play-calling, es- 
progress. What saying is it that gets tossed around, “Rome pecially the look off the option. Will chalk up sluggish d-line play 
wasn't built in a day!” Well, Husker Nation doesn’t get repaired in to good scheme by Mange and an Oklahoma hangover. 

a day either. It will take time and time is all we have. — RedDog77 
— GBR in Texas 


Sheessh ... don’t you hate it when a first year starter QB only 


That was a great win and a good game all around. Mistakes puts up 31 on the road! Have to commend the patience of this 
were made and plays were made. Offense looked like they found __ staff and this team. They haven't panicked much. They stick to 
where they left off and are coming back for real. — TheNUorder the plan. — NewfieFan 
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Paul puts together big game 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


LAWRENCE, Kan. — Ted 
Gilmore never worried 
about Niles Paul maintain- 
ing his confidence through 


some rough spots this year. 


“That’s not his issues;’ the Nebraska 
receivers coach said. “I don’t ever have to 
worry about that part of it. 

“Tf anything, I’ve got to reel him in. He’s 
got alot of confidence. Niles likes Niles 
Paul.’ 

Saturday afternoon, so did Gilmore and 
abunch of people dressed in red. 

Where should we start with Paul’s ca- 
reer performance in Nebraska's 31-17 
victory at Kansas? 

Let’s work backward and highlight the 
junior’s 44-yard, fourth-quarter kickoff 
return, after Kansas had taken its first lead, 
17-16. 

“They tried to pooch it, and I went up 
and got it,’ said Paul, who fielded the kick- 
off at the NU 20-yard line. “That’s my job. I 
had great blocking out there. Those guys 
block hard for me. Those guys gave me a 
lane, and I just took it.” 

That return, which set up Roy Helu’s 
go-ahead 20-yard touchdown run, was 
part of Paul’s career-high 244 all-purpose 
yards, bettering the 208 he had three weeks 
ago against Iowa State. 

Ah, Iowa State. That forgettable game 
when Paul fumbled after a 72-yard recep- 
tion. That, of course, happened a week after 
Paul fumbled a lateral that Texas Tech re- 
turned for a touchdown. 

We revisit those ugly moments in Ne- 
braska's only two conference losses to illus- 
trate the resiliency Paul has displayed. 

“My ups and downs have definitely 
helped me become a better player,’ Paul 
said. “I realize it’s football. You're always 
going to have some downs, but there’s also 
going to be some ups.” 


Husker assistant coach Ron Brown congratulates Zac Lee after Nebraska rallied to take control 
against the Jayhawks. (Jacob Hannah) 


Saturday, with Nebraska utilizing “big” 
personnel sets — two tight ends, tworun- 
ning backs — Paul was the lone wide re- 
ceiver, facing single coverage. 

“Tt’s a week-by-week thing,” Paul said. 
“Sometimes the corners play off, some- 
times they play up. 

“The corners were coming up and try- 
ing to get in our face and jam us. We just had 
to show them that they couldn’t do that.” 

Like on NU's first play from scrimmage, 
when quarterback Zac Lee connected with 
Paul on a 35-yard pass. That set up a touch- 
down, the Huskers’ first on their opening 
series since the second game of the season. 

“T wasn’t originally supposed to run a go 
route, but he (the KU defensive back) came 
up and pressed,” Paul said. “The intentions 
were that if he was going to come up and 
press, we were going to make a statement.” 

Paul made that statement three more 
times with receptions of 37, 37 and 45 yards, 
and he finished with 154 yards — a career 
high, and the sixth-most in NU history. 

Paul's last two catches led to field goals. 
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“We challenged him all week: ‘You 
could be the playmaker. You could be the 
difference-maker,” tight ends coach and 
former receivers coach Ron Brown said. 

“Niles is a big-time hitter. He comes in, 
and he cracks people and smacks people 
around. He had those safeties jumping up, 
trying to avoid his hits. And that’s when he 
was able to split down the pipe for the big 
play.’ 

Paul has three 100-yard receiving 
games this season, and he has nine recep- 
tions of 20 yards or longer. 

Now, back to the kickoff return: Paul 
said he’d studied film of Kansas kicker 
Jacob Branstetter and was expecting the 
shorter pooch kick. 

“A huge way to answer,’ Nebraska spe- 
cial-teams coach John Papuchis said. “It 
changed the momentum. 

“On those short kicks we work hard on 
getting a hat on every guy to that side. Our 
guys did a great job of adjusting to the re- 
turn and getting a hat on everybody and 
just letting Niles find his crease?” 


Nebraska 31, Kansas 17 _ 
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Blackshirts make the plays 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


LAWRENCE, Kan.— 
Dejon Gomes was caught in 
the same uncomfortable po- 
sition as many of his team- 
mates on the NU defense. 


He was on his heels, as Kansas was 
threatening to give the Huskers another ex- 
asperating experience in Memorial Stadium. 

A10-0 lead built on an impressive open- 
ing drive by the offense, and the defense 
forcing the Jayhawks to punt on their first 
four series, had turned into a 10-10 game at 
halftime. And Todd Reesing, KU’s. tough 
little senior quarterback, was starting to find 
his rhythm. 

This, mind you, is the same guy that en- 
gineered a 76-point eruption against the 
Huskers here two years ago, and in two 
games vs. NU had passed for 658 yards and 
nine touchdowns with only one intercep- 
tion. 

And so when Reesing started the second 
half by hitting three of his first four passes 
for 49 yards, you figured the Blackshirts 
were going to be up against it yet again. 

Then, after Reesing found receiver Kerry 
Meier streaking past Gomes for 16 more 
yards and seemingly on his way to the end 
zone, you knew the Huskers were in serious 
trouble. 

And they were — until Gomes, playing in 
the dime package, went ballhawking. 

Refusing to let Meier have a free pass af- 
ter he’d been beaten on the play, Gomes 
raced from behind and poked the ball free at 
the NU 7-yard line. When it rolled into the 
arms of free safety Matt O’ Hanlon, the Jay- 
hawks had been denied the momentum that 
oftentimes becomes unstoppable. 

“That's a big-time play;’ Nebraska sec- 
ondary coach Marvin Sanders said following 
Nebraska’s 31-17 victory. “He (Gomes) was 
getting winded a little bit, we were putting a 
lot on him, but he came through witha 
chitch play when it counted. 


“Give credit to our offense for making 
some key plays, too. But from a defensive 
standpoint, that was the key play in the 
game.” 

With the nation’s No. 11 defense missing 
tackles and being out of position for others, 
NU had to count on the offense to rally from 
a17-16 fourth-quarter deficit and set up a 
North Division showdown against Kansas 
State next week. 

It’s easy to picture the Huskers in a lot 
worse shape today had Gomes not forced the 
game’s only turnover. 

“A lot of the time the receiver is just fo- 
cusing on the guys in front of him, and he 
doesn’t realize he should be holding on to 
the ball as tight as he probably should be,’ 
Gomes said. “That's what happened there.” 

Indeed, one of the best receivers in the 
country momentarily forgot one of the car- 
dinal rules of a successful offense. 

Ball security. 

“The guy made a good play,” Meier said. 
“Tsensed the end zone getting close and I 
started to get excited and completely forgot 
about the most important thing. 

“Thad the guy beat, but he made a good 
recovery, got a hand in there and made a 
play. It turned out to be a pretty pivotal point 
in the game?” 

Not a pivotal point — the pivotal point. 

Kansas had scored on its last two posses- 
sions of the first half, and had the Huskers in 
achokehold. 

So what happened after Gomes’ play? 

The Husker offense produced two field 
goals and two touchdowns on its last four 
possessions. Meanwhile, the Jayhawks ran 
four plays and punted, then, after a touch- 
down drive, managed minus 5 yards on their 
next series. 

Tt was a sour senior day at KU because of 
Gomes. 

“T think he’s improved his understanding 
of our scheme,” Sanders said of the transfer 
from City College of San Francisco. “We saw 
on film that he had some talent, but his in- 
stincts are really good, and that’s where I 
think he’s developed quite a bit.” 

Gomes Jed Nebraska with eight tackles 
and two breakups — and one game-chang- 
ing punchout. 
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Nebraska 31, Kansas 17 


Nebraska YT 3S. SYS: =3% 
Kansas Oo 10 0 7 -t7 
FIRST QUARTER 


12:05 — NEBRASKA 7, KANSAS 0 
Roy Helu fumble recovery in end zone (Alex Henery kick) 


SECOND QUARTER 
10:47 — NEBRASKA ‘LO, KANSAS O 
Henery 25 field goal 


4:58 — NEBRASKA 10, KANSAS 7 
Todd Reesing 5 run Jacob Branstetter kick) 


00:00 — NEBRASKA 10, KANSAS 10 
Branstetter 33 field goat 


THIRD QUARTER 
3:42 — NEBRASKA 13, KANSAS 10 
Henery 34 field goal 


FOURTH QUARTER 
14:53 — NEBRASKA 16, KANSAS 10 
Henery 38 field goal 


7:34 — KANSAS 17, NEBRASKA 16 
Dezmon Briscoe 21 pass from Reesing (Branstetter kick) 


6:19 — NEBRASKA 24, KANSAS 17 
Helu 20 run (Niles Paul pass from Zac Lee) 


00:29 — NEBRASKA 31, KANSAS 17 
Helu 14 run (Henery kick) 


NU KU 
First downs 18 21 
Rushes-yards 42-214 29-99 
Passing yards 196 236 
Passing 13-21-0 19-410 
Total yards 410 335 
Fumbles-lost LO 11 
Penalties-yards 555 4-50 
Punts-avg, 438.8 644.8 
Punt retums-yards 2-18 12 
Kickoff returns-yards 3112 6105 
Time of possession 31:29 28:31 
Thireé-down conversions 7-16 616 
Fourth-down conversions 00 2-2 
Sacks-yards 19 18 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 13 21 196 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 28 156 
Zac Lee 9 53 
Dontrayevous Robinson 4 10 
Team 4 5 
RECEIVING 
Niles Paul 4 154 
Mike McNeill 4 27 
Khiry Cooper 3 5 
Brandon Kinnie 4 8 
Dreu Young 1 2 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Dejon Gomes 5 3 8 
Alfonzo Dennard 5 0 5 
Prince Amukamara a 0 4 
Eric Hage 4 0 4 
Barry Turner 3 2 5 
Phillip Dillard 2 4 6 
Larry Asante 2 3 5 


Nebraska 17, Kansas State 3 Nov. 21, 2009 


HUSKER EXTRA COVERAGE, PAGES D2 D4, DIT DIA 
Asante plays big part in Husker victory, Page D3 | Wikicats can’t recover from Asamte’s hit, forced fumbie, Page D12 


NU WRAPS UP NORTH: IT WILL BE THE HORNS CATS BOWLED OVER: 
Husker defense bends, but NU will meet No. 3 Texasin | NU prevents K State from 
doesn't breakin clincher. | Dallas for conference title. | _ playing ina bowl game. 
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Pelini: Our best football 
is out there for us to play 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Nebraska appears to be 
back on solid ground 


The Nebraska 
football program 
feels like it's on solid 
round, That was 


Saturday night with 
a7 Striumph 
against Kansas State 
at Mernorial Stadt 
The victory 


Oh, sure, look hard enough and you can find some flaws 
in what happened Satuntay night. Like when some Huskers 
tried to douse couch Bo Pefitsi with a celebratory water bath. 
Even the execution of that wasn’t with 

Most of the water landed on Larry Asante 


my recurring 


wasn't all that pret 
“Coach came wp and game me a bug and was telling me night. ty, but represents 
how muc and how I've come along asa player, Solid ground ~ at another step toward 


and then out of nowhere | got dumped on.” Asante said 
Asante was smiling. And Pelini was smiling as he vowed rer 


least more sol 
it’s been muck 


STEVEN. SIPPLE rou tht fel 


Jott al Star solid under He Petind 


to find out who dumped water oa him. "Somebody sok me Nebraska's Lary Asaate (le) amd Zac Lee time since that 02 
out,” Petini saiel. “But 1'H Celebrate the Huskers’ win, 36 debucle at Cot 

‘Yes, these Huskers will take this 17 3 win against Kansas oradoat theendofthe 2001 regu braska prograrisis aheadof sched 
State at Memorial Stadium and the Big 12 North champi lar season. ule. Many people regarded next 
onship that comes with it. No apologies needed. But what That’s when fissuresinthe pro year as the big year for the 
you might need are some hotel reservations — and fast. gram began toexpandand swallow Huskers, even without 

You are now allowed to hum the theme song from “Dal cosches whole. Ndamukong Sub, Indeed, Big Red 
las.” The Huskers, their imperfections be darned, have se Yep. it'soften been pretty shaky — this seasoin qualified for the con 
cured 3 spot in the Big 12 Championship Game against Inthese partsever since 62 36. ference title garne for the fifth 


Texas in two weeks. 
“That was a good win, a good win for the program!’ Petini 


Which is partly why Nebraska time since the league's inception 


fans will cherish this season's Big Gespite a first year starter at 
‘Seo HUSKERS, Page D4 12 North champtonship, clinch ‘See SIPPLE, Page D4 


>>> AROUND THE BIG 12 >>> IN THE SOUTH: Texas 51, Kansas 20 


Nebraska, 17 Texas AEM. 38 The Longhoms wall be waiting for the Huskers. Colt McCoy 
Kansas State 3 Bayo 3 Set an NCAA record with his 43rd career victory as a starter, 
Missouri 3A Texas 5: passing for 396 yards as No. 3 Teuss wrapped up the Big 
ona State 24 Kansas 20 12 South title with a win Saturday over Kansas ard embst 
Teaas Tech 1 Ontohorme State ed coach Mark Mangmo. McCoy, playing his final home 


Oxtahoma 


Colorado (Thu) ‘37 


gare, improved to 43 7 in his career as # starter. Texas 
Secured its first division title since 2005, with a Thanks; 
game at val Texas ALM left to play before the Bg 12 
championship on Dec. 5 against NU, Story, Page 012 


The Texas Longhorns celebrate 2 big play during 
another win Saturday in Austin, Texas. 


® At HuskerExtra.com >>> View 
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NU can turn eyes to Dallas 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Oh, sure, look hard enough and you can 


find some flaws in what happened Satur- 
day night. 


Like when some Huskers tried to douse coach Bo Pelini with a 
celebratory water bath. Most of the water landed on Larry Asante. 

“Coach came up and gave me a hug and was telling me how 
much he loved me and how I’ve come along as a player, and then 
out of nowhere I got dumped on,’ Asante said. 

Asante was smiling. And Pelini was smiling as he vowed to find 
out who dumped water on him. “Somebody sold me out)’ Pelini 
said. “But I’ll take it,” 

Yes, these Huskers will take this 17-3 win against Kansas State at 
Memorial Stadium and the Big 12 North championship that comes 
with it. No apologies needed. But what you might need are some 
hotel reservations — and fast. 

You are now allowed to hum the theme song from “Dallas.” The 
Huskers, their imperfections be darned, have secured a spot in the 
Big 12 championship game against Texas in two weeks. 

“That was a good win, a good win for the program,” Pelini said. 
“I’m happy for our football team. We’ve kind of been through a lot 
up to this point. They persevered. I still think our best football is out 
there for us to play,” 

It was truly a bend-but-don’t-break performance by the 
Husker defense. Four times in the second half the Wildcats jour- 
neyed inside the Nebraska 35-yard line. Four times the drives ended 
without K-State scoring. 

“T think you see a mental toughness on how we play defense,” 
Pelini said. “I’m still not happy with how we gave up too many 
yards, and we had some little things (like) assignment mistakes and 
some execution mistakes. But we held them to three (points) and 
we found a way.” 

There were probably two plays that stood out the most. The first 
came from the offense. Facing a third-and-1 from their 39, the 
Huskers went deep. Zac Lee carried out play-action, then hit a 
wide-open Niles Paul for a 47-yard gain to the KSU 14. 

Roy Helu scored one play later to make it 17-3 with 13:21 left in 
the third quarter. 

From there, the Husker defense stood tall. 

Don’t confuse it: The Blackshirts were not dominant. The 
Wildcats had 19 first downs and outyarded the Huskers 293-267. 
K-State running back Daniel Thomas rushed for 99 yards, averag- 
ing 5.2a pop. 

But Nebraska’s defense made plays it would never have come 
close to making two years ago. And it was the defense that made the 
second major play of this game — with senior safety Asante playing 


Bill Snyder and Bo Pelini shake hands before Kansas State’s game at 
Memorial Stadium on Nov. 21. (Ted Kirk) 


the lead role. 

it looked as if K-State was going to make it 17-10 late in the third 
quarter. Running back Keithen Valentine caught a pass on third - 
and-9 from the Husker 13. But as Valentine neared the goal line, 
Asante popped him. The ball came out. Nebraska's Prince Amuka- 
mara fell on it at the 5. 

“We needed to make a play,’ Asante said. “Luckily, I hit the guy 
as hard as I could and he fumbled the ball, ... We take it personal as a 
unit. We don’t want to give up any points. We play each play like it’s 
our last.” 

Nebraska's defense again stiffened in the fourth quarter as the 
Wildcats tried to mount one final charge. K-State moved to the 
Husker 25. But then came a shared sack by Ndamukong Suh and 
Barry Turner on third down and an incomplete pass to the end zone 
on fourth down. 

Nebraska fans began to party. 

As Husker junior tight end Mike McNeill said, the season’s been 
“a little weird.” No one could have envisioned eight turnovers anda 
home loss to Iowa State. But since then, Nebraska (8-3, 5-2 in the 
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Nebraska 17, Kansas State 3 Nov. 21, 2009 


Husker freshman Rex Burkhead (22) eyes a hole during NU’s Big 12 North-clinching victory against Kansas State. Burkhead, seeing his first action since 
suffering a hairline fracture in his right foot before the Texas Tech game, had 17 yards on six carries against KSU. (William Lauer) 


Big 12) has won four in a row. 

“Tt’s just guys being resilient;’ McNeill said. “You just have 
to keep fighting and keep pushing through and things will turn 
out the way you want them to.” 

Pushed by their coach to rise from the depths of a 5-7 sea- 
son two years ago, it was players doing the pushing late Satur- 
day with a chance to lock up just the program’s second Big 12 
North title in the last 10 seasons. 

Facing fourth-and-1 from the NU 36 and with 2'/2 minutes 
left, the Huskers pushed Pelini to have faith they’d get the 
yard. 

Their coach believed them. 

“We kind of went in there and said there’s no way we’re go- 
ing to punt this ball,” senior center Jacob Hickman said. 
“We're going to get this and go to Dallas right here?” 


Fanfare (from Life in the Red) 


After all this Senior class has had to endure, what a way for 
them to go out. These guys should get alot of credit for the turn- 
around. — BlackshirtBeado 


Thanks to all the Husker faithful who formed an awesome 12th 
man this evening. The noise was a beautiful thing to hear on the 
game broadcast! — The Wombat 


What a game and congratulations seniors. You did it, won the 
north — now on to Colorado and seal the deal. — Busiecreek 


Congrats Huskers. ... A well deserved and hard fought North 
championship. ... The WHOLE team deserves it. | could not be 
more proud of this team. — KillerB 
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Asante lives up to nickname 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Larry Asante nicknamed 
himself “The Assassin” not 
long after arriving in Lin- 
coln from the juco ranks 
three seasons ago. 


Playing in his final game at Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday night, the Nebraska 
senior safety made sure he lived up to his 
name. 

Asante delivered a crushing blow on 
Kansas State’s Keithen Valentine after 
Valentine caught a pass near the Husker 
goal line. The hit jarred the ball loose, and 
after it bounced around, Prince Amukama- 
ra recovered for the Huskers at the 5. 

“The Assassin, you've got to knock peo- 
ple out, man, get the ball out. That’s what 
you’ve got to do,” Asante said. 

“Tf they would've scored that touch- 
down, that would’ve changed the game. I 
just came in and hit him as hard as I could.” 

That turnover came after Nebraska had 
just driven for a touchdown on its first drive 
of the third quarter to take a 17-3 lead. 

Thanks to Asante’s hit —and other key 
plays from the Blackshirts — the score re- 
mained that way in Nebraska’s Big 12 
North-clinching victory. 

“Larry is a physical football player who 
loves to bring it;’ Nebraska defensive coor- 
dinator Carl Pelini said. “You've got a guy 
like that at safety, he’s going to make those 
hits to cause fumbles, and cause intercep- 
tions. He’s done it anumber of times for us.” 

Last week, Dejon Gomes forced a Kerry 
Meier fumble inside the NU 5 after a pass 
completion. That, too, stifled what looked 
to be a sure touchdown drive on the oppo- 
nent’s first possession of the second half. 

“Our kids have an attitude about keep- 
ing the ball out of the end zone,” Nebraska 
coach Bo Pelini said. 

Asante also intercepted a third-and-20 
pass at the Nebraska 16 late in the first half. 


He led Nebraska with a season-high 10 
tackles, and his 209 career tackles rank 
third all-time among Husker defensive 
backs. 


“He showed up big, made some big- 
time plays,’ Nebraska secondary coach 
Marvin Sanders said. “I was real proud of 
what he did. Just a senior stepping up like 
that in his final home game says a whole 
lot.” 

The Nebraska defense held firm on three 
third-quarter drives in which Kansas State 
reached Husker territory. 

The Wildcats had advanced to the 13 
before Asante’s jarring hit, then forceda 
punt and drove to the Nebraska 15. But Josh 
Cherry was wide-right on a 32-yard field- 
goal attempt. 

Kansas State forced another three-and- 
out and drove to the Nebraska 32, but 
Phillip Dillard hit quarterback Grant Grego- 
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The Blackshirts harassed Kansas State quarterback Grant Gregory, including this fumble forced by 
Dejon Gomes and Phillip Dillard. KSU recovered the fumble. (William Lauer) 


ry from behind, sacking him for a 9-yard 
loss on third down and forcing a punt. 

Nebraska held Kansas State to 293 total 
yards. The Wildcats’ only points came ona 
Cherry 44-yard field goal on the game’s 
opening possession. 

“That’s kind of the way we’ve been all 
year,’ Carl Pelini said. “Giving up a little bit 
in between the 20s, and our guys rise up 
and keep people out of the end zone.” 

Nebraska finished its home season going 
10 straight quarters at Memorial Stadium 
without allowing a touchdown. The 8.3 
points per game allowed at home this sea- 
son were Nebraska’s second-lowest average 
since 1980. 

Three straight opponents have left Lin- 
coln without scoring in the second half. 

“T’m pleased. I’m very excited)” Carl 
Pelini said. “That's a happy locker room in 
there?” 


Nebraska 17, Kansas State 3 N 
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Finally back on solid ground 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


The Nebraska football 
program feels like it’s on 
solid ground. That was my 


recurring thought Saturday. 


Solid ground — at least more solid than 
it’s been much of the time since that 62-36 
debacle at Colorado at the end of the 2001 
regular season. 

That’s when fissures in the program be- 
gan to expand and swallow coaches whole. 

Yep, it’s often been pretty shaky in these 
parts ever since 62-36. 

Which is partly why NU fans will cherish 
this season’s Big 12 North championship, 
clinched Saturday with a 17-3 triumph 
against Kansas State at Memorial Stadium. 
The victory wasn’t all that pretty, but repre- 
sents another step toward ground that feels 
solid under Bo Pelini and company’s feet. 

Inasense, the NU program is ahead of 
schedule. Many people regarded next year as 
the big year for the Huskers, even without 
Ndamukong Suh. Indeed, Big Red this season 
qualified for the conference title game for the 
fifth time since the league’s inception despite 
a first-year starter at quarterback and lots of 
other issues and inexperience on offense. 

Of course, Nebraska did it with a defense 
that generally plays with a ferocity that 
makes the ground shake beneath our feet. 

How good is Nebraska’s defense? Well, 
the Blackshirts held Kansas State to three 
points and 3-for-14 on third-down conver- 
sions, yet you’! no doubt hear some nit- 
picking this week about the Huskers’ bend- 
don’t-break tendencies — if not from fans, 
then from the head coach. 

“We had assignment mistakes, execution 
mistakes,” Pelini said. “But we held them to 
three (points). We find a way. We’ve come a 
long way.’ 

Indeed, think about Nebraska's collapse 
in 2007. Recall the embarrassing loss to Ok- 
lahoma State in Lincoln and the 76-39 melt- 
down at Kansas. Embarrassments seemed to 


occur almost weekly. 

Heck, Nebraska seemed on the brink of 
disaster even this season with back-to-back 
October home losses to unranked Texas Tech 
and lowa State, 

The Huskers have since won four straight 
and are enjoying alate surge for the second 
straight season. 

Solid ground? Well, it’s probably a good 
sign when you beat Bob Stoops and Bill Sny- 
der in the same month. 

Pelini celebrated for all of about 15 min- 
utes Saturday before declaring, “We turn our 
focus now to Colorado,” 

Bo’s not easily impressed. It’s part of his 
modus operandi. Forever pushing for per- 
fection. Always wanting something better. 
He no doubt feels good about winning the 
North, 

But you may have noticed — no official 
fireworks at the stadium, as was the case in 
2006 when Nebraska clinched the division. 
The thing is, the Huskers should be the pre- 
eminent program in the mediocre North. 
The Huskers have advantages in money, fa- 
cilities, tradition, panache. 

But there exists a fine line between solid 
and shaky in college football these days. 

Bottom line, NU has more ground to 
cover. Bigger burnt orange fish to fry. mean, 
do you really think Pelini and company think 
like the rest of the free world — or seemingly 
so — that the Huskers have no chance to beat 
Texas for all the Big 12 marbles? 

I'm guessing Pelini will push forward this 
coming week with an extremely hard edge. 
He may be slightly unpleasant at times. He 
doesn’t want his players feeling too good 
about themselves, because a loss at Colorado 
would put the brakes on NU’s momentum, 

Pelini, though, had to be impressed with 
a few aspects of Saturday’s victory, most no- 
tably the play call on the first series of the 
third quarter. Zac Lee’s play-action pass to 
Niles Paul on third-and-1 covered 47 yards 
and set up the TD that finished the scoring. 

You can run such plays when you have a 
defense as stout and opportunistic as Ne- 
braska’s. 

Yourun such plays when you feel confi- 
dent, and the ground feels solid beneath 
your feet. 
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Kansas State a 0 282 02-3 
Nebraska a at Tip =17 


FIRST QUARTER 
9:26 — KANSAS ST_3, NEBRASKA 0 
Josh Cherry 44 field goal 


1:44 — NEBRASKA 3,, KANSAS ST, 3 
Alex Henery 34 field goal 


SECOND QUARTER 
12:02 — NEBRASKA 10, KANSAS ST. 3. 
Mike McNeill 17 pass from Zac Lee (Henery kick) 


THIRD QUARTER 


13:21 — 17, KANSAS ST. 3 
Roy Helu 14 run (Henery kick) 

KSU NU 
First downs 19 19 
Rushes-yards 34-140 45-101 
Passing yards 153 166 
Passing 12.33-1 13-19-41 
Total yards 293 267 
Fumbles-lost 34 00 
Penalties-yards 7-69 3-34 
Punts-avg. 539.4 645.5 
Punt retums-yards 2-27 23 
Kickoff returns-yards 3-50 253 
Time of possession 28:30 31:30. 
Third-down conversions 3-14 7-16 
Fourth-down conversions 12 1-1 
Sacks-yards 2-24 430 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 13 19 166 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 26 95 
Rex Burkhead 6 17 
Zac Lee 11 5 
Team 2 6 
RECEIVING 
Niles Paul 4 82 
Mike MeNeill 3 26 
Brandon Kinnie 2 20 
Tier Legate 1 13 
Rex Burkhead nf 9 
Dreu Young 1 8 
Khiry Cooper 4 8 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Larry Asante 4 6 10 
Ndamukong Suh 4 5 9 
Phillip Dillard 6 2 8 
Dejon Gomes 3 2 5 
Matt O'Hanlon 2 3 5 
Jared Crick uf 4 5 
Eric Hagg, 3 1 A 
Anthony West 3 0 3 
Prince Amukarmara 1 2 3 
Barry Tumer 0 3 3 


Nebraska 28, Colorado 20 
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Res Burkhead caps a 13 play, 60 yard drive with 2 7 yard tovctsown run Friday im Boulder, Colo, Burkhead limished with 100 yards rushing. 


Huskers still looking for complete game 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


BOULDER, Golo,~ Red clad 
fans were screaming outside the 
Husker locker room when victory 
was secured. A guy in a Tommie 
Frazier jersey kept keaning over a 
dividing rope as players passed. 
"Bring on “Texas!” he yelled, 
“Bring on Texas! 

And then Bo Pelint came out to 
speak, Let's just say the Husker 
coach wasn’t quite as enthused, 

“We played sloppy football? 


Pelini said of his team's 28 20 win 
against Colorado on Friday. “We 
didn’t play to our standards in 
what we showed out there for four 
quarters today?” 

The Husker coach wasn’t im 
pressed with much. And then 
someone asked him about Rex 
Burkbead. 

“1 thought Rex played outstand 
football,’ Pelini said. “He 
hard. ‘That's just who he is, I'm 
proud of him?” 

‘Yes, when the game was in the 


balance and the fans wearing black 
and gold were screaming the loud 
est, it was the troe freshman run 
ning back that Nebraska kept 
handing the ball, 

“He's given us a lot of thump!" 


offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson said. 

And Friday, the Huskers needed 
that thump. 


Nebraska had amassed just 130 
yards and ight first downs 
through three quarters. But thanks 
to a special teams touchdown 


Burkhead leads charge in fourth quarter 


Colorado saw pie 
55 yards on a tox 


Burkhead oid on the driv 
Down: Ind 


Down: 2nd Down: 3st 

Spot: NU 46 Spot: Cu 48 

Next play, Next ply 
Burkhead 


rushes tor 2 
yards 


of Pex Burkdwad on Nebraska's fourth quarter sco 
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ing drive. Burkhaad carrie: 
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Three plays Two plays Neat play, 
(ater, he lene he Burkhead 


ushes fora rushes for picks up 3 
yards yids more yarts. 


(Niles Paul's punt retum) and o 
defensive touchdown — (Matt 
O'Hanle interception), the 
Huskers led 2114 early in the 
fourth quarter. 

And that's when Burkhead took 
ower ona crucial drive in which the 
Huskers went 80 yards in 13 plays, 
taking almost seven minutes off 
the clock. 

“They got their hors out and 
rolled on tas a Little bit,” Colorado 


‘See HUSKERS, Pace CS 
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TAKING CONTROL: NU°s long 4th quarter 


TEXAS IS NEXT: Pelini not happy with 
scoring drive takes air out of the Buffaloes 


‘sloppy’ play heading into Big 12 title game 


Nebraska's 
ugly style is 
getting wins 


BOULDER, Colo, = Callit 
Woody Hayes ball. Call it Jim 
‘Tressel ball, Call it what you 
vent 

“Trust me, I feel like Woody 
Hayes sometimes!” Nebraska 
offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson said Friday after NU leat 
40 running plays and 14 pass at 
tempts. 

Nebraska defeated Colorado 
28 2Odespite being outgained 
403 27. Yes, ugly stuff. Husker 
fans will continue to nitpick and 
gtipeabout Watson's play cull 
ing and style of offense, They't 
ask; What's the long range 
plon? What will the offense look 
like next season? 

Answer: Next season can 
wait 

Next week is what matters 
right now. Andat this moment, 
Nebraska has forged an identity 
asa team, An overall modus 
operandi that's produced a 3 
record and Big 12 North crown 
The Huskers win with reliable 
defense and excellent special 
teams. NU wins by winning the 
field position battle and avoid 
lng crippling mistakes on of 
fense. Indeed, it wins with an 
offense that’sopportunity ort 
ented and often little else. 

There's your formuls, folks, 
like Lornot. Say whut you want, 
but Big Red knows itself, And 
that'sa good first step, 

In fact, Nebraska's strong 
sense of self, which has really 
taken hold since the Nov. 7 win 
aytinst Oklahoma, is the main 
reason I give the Huskers a 


‘See SIPPLE, Page C4 


Dejon Gomes comes up with the 
first of three interceptions hy the 
Huskers on Friday. 
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Nebraska 28, Colorado 20 


Pelini: We played sloppy 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


BOULDER, Colo.— Red- 
clad fans were screaming 
outside the Husker locker 
room when victory was 
secured. 


A guy in a Tommie Frazier jersey kept 
leaning over a dividing rope as players 
passed. “Bring on Texas!” he yelled. 
“Bring on Texas!” 

And then Bo Pelini came out to speak. 
Let’s just say the Husker coach wasn’t quite 
as enthused. 

“We played sloppy football,” Pelini said 
of his team’s 28-20 win against Colorado on 
Friday. “We didn’t play to our standards in 
what we showed out there for four quarters 
today.” 

The Husker coach wasn’t impressed 
with much. And then someone asked him 
about Rex Burkhead. 

“T thought Rex played outstanding foot - 
ball,’ Pelini said. “He ran hard. That’s just 
who heis. I’m proud of him,” 

Yes, when the game was in the balance 
and the fans wearing black and gold were 
screaming the loudest, it was the true 
freshman running back that Nebraska kept 
handing the ball. 

“He's given us a lot of thump,” offensive 
coordinator Shawn Watson said. 

And Friday, the Huskers needed that 
thump. 

Nebraska had amassed just 130 yards 
and eight first downs through three quar- 
ters. But thanks to a special-teams touch- 
down (Niles Paul’s punt return) and a de- 
fensive touchdown (Matt O’Hanlon’s 
interception), the Huskers led 21-14 early in 
the fourth quarter. 

And that’s when Burkhead took over on 
a crucial drive in which the Huskers went 
80 yards in 13 plays, taking almost seven 
minutes off the clock. 

“They got their horns out and rolled on 


Junior kicker Alex Henery lines up to kick an extra point against Colorado in Boulder, Colo. The year 
before, Henery became part of Husker lore by kicking a school-record 57-yard field goal to help NU 


defeat the Buffaloes. (Ted Kirk) 


us alittle bit)” Colorado coach Dan Hawkins 
said. 

Sixty-five of those yards came on the 
ground and 55 belonged to Burkhead. 

“There was a consensus between play- 
ers and coaches that we wanted to run a lit- 
tle inside zone and (coaches) really let us do 
that the last (scoring) drive, and that’s when 
we had success,” senior center Jacob Hick- 
man said. 

Most of it involved Burkhead, who kept 
pushing for extra yards even when they 
didn’t seem to be there. He carried the ball 
nine times on the drive and finished it with 
a7-yard score that broke the Buffs’ back. 

Burkhead finished with a career-high 18 
carries and 100 yards, toting the ball four 
more times than starter Roy Helu, who had 
54 yards and a fumble. 

“He’s been practicing really well. He’s 
been eager,’ running backs coach Tim Beck 
said of Burkhead. “He’s got fresh legs, and 


yf 


he just kind of saw it. He was able to get to 
the holes a little quicker than Roy was. Roy 
has had three grueling weeks, 20-some 
carries a game. He did well, but I was 
pleased with what Rex did so I stayed with 
him. He was crisper and sharper today:” 

It wasn’t just Burkhead’s fresh legs, 
Hickman said. The kid’s got a lot of heart, 
too. 

“You can have all the fresh legs in the 
world and you can go down,” Hickman said. 
“The kid’s got nothing but heart, and he 
just fights for every yard, and that’s why 
you like to block for him.” 

It was a great performance by Burkhead. 
Pelini would not say that about his team. 

“We were a couple missed field goals 
away from losing the football game,’ Pelini 
said, “We're a lot better than what we 
showed out there today.” 

Indeed, the Buffs twice missed field 
goals in the second half, and had 20 first 


Nebraska 28, Colorado 20 Nov. 27, 2009 


All season, Nebraska counted on steady special-teams play. That was the case against Colorado, when Niles Paul returned a first-quarter punt 59 yards for 


a score, giving NU a 7-0 lead. (Eric Gregory) 


downs to Nebraska’s 14. Colorado 
also outyarded Nebraska 403-217 — 
though 56 of CU’s yards came ona 
touchdown pass on the final play of 
the game. 

Perhaps Texas players watching 
Friday’s game were not exactly 
quaking in their boots. But then they 
should know this Husker team 
hasn’t been about winning pretty. 
It’s just about winning. 

“The thing is, we’re still waiting 
to see our best ball?’ Hickman said. 
“Sometimes we go out there and just 
show great ability and a team effort. 
And sometimes we go and shoot 
ourselves in the foot. It’s been a sea- 
son-long problem of those little 
things getting to us. I’d love to see if 


we don’t do those things.” 

Added Hickman: “I don’t like 
being in close games, but as long as 
we keep coming out on the winning 
end, I’mnot upset about it.” 

Yes, the bottom line is Nebraska 
won its fifth straight game and 
locked up win No. 9 for the second 
year in a row. The Huskers haven’t 
had back-to-back nine-win seasons 
since 2000-2001. 

“A year from now no one will re- 
member the score. They’ll just 
remember that it was win No. 9,” 
Beck said. “I’m not jumping up for 
joy, but it was a win. It was a short 
week (of practice), on the road, in the 
altitude, all the things you could talk 
about. Our kids responded?” 


oi 


Fanfare (from Life in the Red) 


This to me was a good win. Tells me all | need to 
know. We are steamrolling in the right direction imo. 
It's that workmanlike performance we are looking 
for. — The StepnRaZor 


This win was due to good coaching — period. 
Next week that probably won’t be enough, but it 
might be and | am more engaged in the Huskers 
than | have been in years. — NorthTX Husker 


| love the passion and intensity from Bo at the 
end of the game . The players need to learn to play 
hard to the very end and he expects that. — jtp51 


ugly yes but a win! Focus will be totally different 
next week, hard to play your heart out when you 
kind of know the game doesn't affect you. ... this 
team will be ready for the Horns next week. — Low 
Country Husker 
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It isn’t pretty, but it works 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


BOULDER, Colo. — Call it Woody Hayes 
ball. Call it Jim Tressel ball. Call it what you 
want. 


“Trust me, I feel like Woody Hayes sometimes,” Nebraska 
offensive coordinator Shawn Watson said Friday after NU had 
40 running plays and 14 pass attempts. 

Nebraska defeated Colorado 28-20 despite being outgained 
403-217. Yes, ugly stuff. Husker fans will continue to nitpick and 
gripe about Watson's play-calling and style of offense. They'll 
ask: What's the long-range plan? What will the offense look like 
next season? 

Answer: Next season can wait. 

Next week is what matters right now. And at this moment, 
Nebraska has forged an identity as a team. An overall modus 
operandi that’s produced a 9-3 record and Big 12 North crown. 
The Huskers win with reliable defense and excellent special 
teams. NU wins by winning the field-position battle and avoid- 
ing crippling mistakes on offense. Indeed, it wins with an of- 
fense that’s opportunity-oriented and often little else. 

There's your formula, folks, like it or not. Say what you want, 
but Big Red knows itself. And that’s a good first step. 

In fact, Nebraska's strong sense of self, which has really taken 
hold since the Nov. 7 win against Oklahoma, is the main reason 
I give the Huskers a puncher’s chance to upset third-ranked 
Texas in next week's Big 12 title game. 

“It’s not romantic,” Watson said of Nebraska's current formu- 
la. “You're not going to get any style points for it. Everybody's 
had to check their egos at the table. You want to do all these dif- 
ferent things (offensively). But, hey, it’s working. I can't apologize 
for 9-3, man. I just can't. 

“Everybody wants lofty numbers on offense and everybody 
gets caught up in that stuff,” Watson said. “I've always been a 
huge fan of (Ohio State coach) Jim Tressel because he's never let 
any of that stuff bother him. He's played his brand of ball and 
you look, in this modern era, he's been a guy who's won a lot of 
games. Because he’s done what his team needs to do to win. 

“T give Bo a ton of credit,” Watson added, referring to Husker 
second-year head coach Bo Pelini. “Bo’s been awesome, man. He 
understands. He gets it. He's been really supportive. He's been a 
guy who says, ‘Hey, we'll grow from here, man. We'll get it right, 
just keep working.’ It’s taken all of us. The defensive coaches 
have been really supportive because they know. We all know.” 

Most important, they know their offense is limited by inex- 
perience at the quarterback and wide receiver positions, which 
is essentially why Nebraska leaned on its offensive line and pre- 


NU quarterback Zac Lee fires a touchdown pass to tight end Ben Cotton 
in the second quarter of Nebraska's victory at Colorado. (William Lauer) 


cocious freshman running back Rex Burkhead to seize control 
Friday in the fourth quarter. 

Nebraska essentially imposed its will during a 13-play, 80- 
yard drive in which Burkhead rushed nine times for 55 yards. 

Watson said he sees the Nebraska offensive line developing a 
“swagger and toughness.” Again, think back to NU’s 10-3 win 
against Oklahoma. The Huskers rushed for a respectable 141 
yards, and the offensive line was slugging away in the late 
rounds. 

“The run game's one of those things you have to keep 
doing,” Watson said. “You have to keep pounding it.” 

The thing is, Watson doesn't always show that type of 
patience with the ground game. However, give him credit: 
During Nebraska's five-game winning streak, the Huskers have 
averaged 41.6 rushes per game, compared with 17.8 passes. 
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Husker linebacker Phillip Dillard has Colorado quarterback Tyler Hansen in his sights. Dillard led the Huskers with eight tackles. (Eric Gregory) 
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Huskers focused, not sharp 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


BOULDER, Colo. — Bo 
Pelini’s head must be sore 
from banging it against the 
wall so often trying to get 
crisp execution from his 
team. 


Friday, after the Huskers had to tough it 
out yet again against Colorado, Pelini may 
have felt like taking another approach. 

Like maybe closing his eyes and clicking 
his heels while making a wish. 

Forget about that dream. Save for maybe 
defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh and kick- 
er/punter Alex Henery, this Nebraska team 
isn’t going to conjure memories of smooth 
efficiency. 

Since the rally at Missouri and through 
Friday’s 28-20 victory — which ended with 
the Buffaloes completing a 56-yard touch- 
down pass — NU has had to spit and sputter 
its way to the North Division title. 

What the Huskers haven’t had to fight, 
though, is a lack of focus, 

Not when they trailed Missouri 12-0 in 
the fourth quarter on a cold and rainy night 
in Columbia. And not Friday, when the dis- 
traction of knowing they’d already earned a 
spot in next Saturday's Big 12 title game 
could have gotten in the way of finishing 
things like they wanted. 

Pelini can say all he wants — and he did — 
about how frustrating it is to watch NU fail 
to carry out assignments consistently. But 
think back to when the Huskers and Buf- 
faloes met last year. 

Then, it took luck and a school-record 
field goal by Henery for NU to defeat a team 
the Huskers said they took too lightly. 

Friday, there was no looking past Col- 
orado. Especially since coach Dan Hawkins 


had just received the backing of his athletic 
director, and the Buffs were out to prove they 
were ready to break through next season. 

No, Nebraska seems to know itself well 
enough to have learned from last year’s close 
call, Pelini’s team may have done enough 
wrong Friday to leave the window open for a 
CU comeback, but it wasn’t because it had 
lost interest. 

“Nobody’s (peeved) right now,” senior 
center Jacob Hickman said when asked to 
explain the Huskers’ less-than-enthusiastic 
reaction to Friday’s win.“(Pelini) expects a 
lot. He expects perfection, and that's why 
he’s as good a coach as he is. He doesn’t set- 
tle for having mistakes. He's a highly com- 
petitive guy and he wears it on his sleeve, 
and you've got to appreciate that. 

“Tf we were to come out here dancing, 
then we wouldn’t be on the same page as 
Coach. ... But everybody appreciates the fact 
that we won. You go out there and fight hard 
and get a ‘W} that’s always good.” 

Pelini won't argue. But with Texas now in 
NU’s sights, he knows a repeat of “one of our 
worst efforts” will be a recipe for disaster. 

Today, rather than think of the progress 
his program has made to return to the top of 
the North, Pelini will harp on the fact the de- 
fense gave up a season-high 403 yards. He'll 
take the offense to task for having produced 
its second-lowest total (217 yards) of the 
season, 

“T don’t know if anybody’s down, I think 
we just feel like we left a lot of plays on the 
field,” corner Prince Amukamara said. 

Fair enough. But had NU come to play 
Friday without single-mindedness, it would 
have left something a lot worse than that on 
Folsom Field. 

“We know we didn’t play our best — 
defensively, especially,’ safety Matt O’Han- 
lon said. “We kind of left a lot of plays out 
there, gave up a lot of yards, but we came 
away with a win and [think that’s all that 
matters right now.” 

Yep. Their focus was already on the next 
challenge. 
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Nebraska 28, Colorado 20 


Nebraska 7 4 #O 7 -28 
Colorado OL of! Pt 6 = 28 


FIRST QUARTER 
3:34 — NEBRASKA 7, COLORADO 0 
Niles Paul 59 punt retum (Alex Henery Kick) 


SECOND QUARTER 
14:53 — NEBRASKA 14, COLORADO 0 
Ben Cotton 24 pass from Zac Lee (Henery Kick) 


5:39 — NEBRASKA 14, COLORADO 7 
Jake Behrens 2 pass from Tyler Hansen (Aric Goodman 
kick) 


3:16 — NEBRASKA 21, COLORADO 7 
Matt O'Hanlon 20 interception return (Henery kick) 


THIRD QUARTER 
6:50 — NEBRASKA 21, COLORADO 14 
Scotty McKnight 6 pass from Hansen (Goodman kick) 


FOURTH QUARTER 
6:43 — NEBRASKA 28, COLORADO 14 
Rex Burkhead 7 run (Henery kick) 


00:00 — NEBRASKA 28, COLORADO 20° 
McKnight 56 pass from Hansen (no kick) 


NU cu 
First downs 14 20 
Rushes-yards 40-144 28-134 
Passing yards 73 269 
Passing 9140 21-443 
Tota! yards 217 403 
Fumbles-ost 21 20 
Penalties-yatds 749 7-34 
Punts-ave. 650.7 542.6 
Punt retums-yards 471 320 
Kickoff retums-yards 41-21 349 
Time of possession 31:10 28:50 
Third-down conversions 3-10 7TA6 
Fourthdawn conversions 0-0 O1 
Sacks-yards 117 315 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 9 14 73 
RUSHING 
Rex Burkhead 18 100 
Roy Helu 14 54 
Cody Green 2 4 
Zac Lee 6 14 
RECEIVING 
Ben Cotton 3 33 
Niles Paul 2 20 
Brandon Kinnie 7 8 
Dreu Young 1 7 
Mike McNeill 1 3 
Kyler Reed =i 2 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Phillip Dillard 4 4 8 
Larry Asante 5 1 6 
Ndamukong Suh 5 0 5 
Will Compton 4 1 5 
Prince Amukamara 4 0 4 
Pierre Allen 2 2 4 
Matt O'Hanlon 2 2 4 
Barry Tumer 3 0 3 
Alfonzo Dennard 2 1 3 
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Ticked off 


BAD TIMID forns get a 
second back, kick winning 
field goal to top Huskers. 


SUH PER MAN: Senior Suh OFFENSE STRUGGLES: 
has another dominating | Huskers gain just 106 total 
performance on big stage. | yards and five first downs. 


The Huskers can only walk away a Texas’ Michael Huey Celebrates the Loeghores’ game winning field goal Saturday in Arlington, Texas, 


One second keeps NU from the Big 12 title | Defense's heroic effort 
Pa not enough to lift NU 


ARLINGTON, 
Texas ~ [don’t need 
amammoth video 
screen to tell me of 


ARLINGTON, Texas = F 
ration to the deepest desp 
one second 

“1 don't even have a word for it? senior center 
Jacob Hickman said. “t"m kind of at a loss. Prob 
ably one of the worst feelings I've ever had. It's 


sprenve exhils 
And alll it took was 
offense woul! be se 
verely challenged 
against Texas’ fifth 
ranked defense, In 


pretty bad.” Nobraska’s the end, the Huskers 
In the cruelest of endings, Texas defeated the heartache Saturday managed only 100 
Huskers 13 12 Saturday night on a 46 yard field night. yards in their 13 12 


defeat at Cowboys 
Stadium, which fea 
tures a big sereen the 
sizeof alarge cruise 
ship hanging from 
the ceiling. 

The thing &, Nebraska's offense 


goal by Hunter Lawrence as time expired "re busting 
“Anget? Husker defensive coordinator Carl 
Petini said about his emotions 


second of a Big 1 


STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Journal Star Stafy Writer 


right now, but it's 


of his players. 
Isurely don’t need amammoth 
video screen totell me Nebraska 


ne 


ID TARICNT 


on the play before gy petini complains to the referee alter the otficials put 


ya! that no doubt had Husiker 
fans screaming at tivelr TY sets. 

In field goal range, the Longhoms inexplica 
bly let the clock run down before running a 
thind down play that, for a moment, took all the 
time off the clock 


‘See HUSKERS, Page C4 


‘one second back on the clock. 


Running for the Heisman 


techies. 4,5 


q. 184 yards, 


possesses aruggd, athletic and 
intelligent defense that was bor 
derline incredible in a stunning 
and stirring Big 12 championship 


¢ that Husker offense. 
. we all knew the Nebraska 


almost did enough to win, Yep, 
missed it by that much. The 
Huskers'late season formula — 
play stifling defense, sturdy spe 
chal teams ard do just enough on 
offense ~ put Big Red in position 


‘See SIPPLE, Page C4 


No. 2 Alabama runs past Tim Tebow and the No. 1 Gators 
Mark Ingram and Greg McElroy sliced up the fearsome Randa defense 
Alabama's 32 13 win as Tin Tebow fiewiy met his match. Story, Page C6 


Where will Nebraska end up this bow! season? 
It tepears Arizona could be NU’: opponent on Oec. 30 in the Holictiy Bowl, 
BCS selection show, 7 p.m, today, TV: FOX, ESPN. 
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NU takes Horns to the wire 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


ARLINGTON, Texas — From supreme 
exhilaration to the deepest despair. And all 
it took was one second. 


“T don’t even have a word for it;’ senior center Jacob Hickman 
said. “I’m kind of at a loss. Probably one of the worst feelings I’ve 
ever had. It’s pretty bad.” 

In the cruelest of endings, Texas defeated the Huskers 13-12 
Saturday night on a 46-yard field goal by Hunter Lawrence as time 
expired. 

“Anger;’ Husker defensive coordinator Carl Pelini said about his 
emotions during the last second of a Big 12 championship game 
that will long be debated. “I only had one emotion. Anger.” 

It’s what happened on the play before Lawrence’s field goal that 
no doubt had Husker fans screaming at their TV sets. 

In field-goal range, the Longhorns inexplicably let the clock run 
down before running a third-down play that, for amoment, took 
all the time off the clock. 

Texas quarterback Colt McCoy rolled to his right and threw the 
ball out of bounds. The clock showed zeroes. Husker players rushed 
the field. Bo Pelini put his hands in the air. 

Game over. 

No, the refs said. They needed to review this. And what they 
found, according to Walt Anderson, coordinator of Big 12 football 
officials, is that the ball had hit a railing out of bounds with one 
second on the clock. 

That leftover second was all that was needed to shatter Husker 
hearts. Bo Pelini called a timeout to ice Lawrence. But it didn’t 
work. His kick slid just inside the left upright. 

Texas players stormed the field, celebrating a win that elevated 
them into the national championship game. Husker players were 
stunned, some in tears. It had appeared Nebraska was about to win 
its first Big 12 title in 10 years and clinch a BCS bowl bid. 

Instead, the Huskers are looking at a trip to the Holiday Bowl, 
with Arizona a likely opponent. 

“No comment,’ Bo Pelini said about the big call by the officials. 

Pressed again, he said: “I haven't gotten any explanation. I just 
got (what) came down from the replay booth. I haven’t gotten an 
explanation. I’m not going to answer any more questions about 
officiating or about that call. Ask me about the football game. It 
was a hell of a football game.” 

It really was. The Blackshirts were nothing short of amazing 
They sacked the Heisman candidate McCoy nine times. 
Ndamukong Suh had 4'/ sacks by himself. 

“T'm proud of the defense)’ Carl Pelini said. “I’ve never seena 
more dominating performance. If Suh didn’t win the Heisman 
tonight, it’s a disgrace. He’s the best player in college football” 


Nebraska’s first six points were set up by interceptions of Longhom 
quarterback Colt McCoy. Here, Eric Hage (28) outjumps Texas’ Dan 
Buckner for a pick in the first quarter. (Eric Gregory) 


It truly was a masterpiece. The Husker defense intercepted 
McCoy three times — those picks all leading to nine points — and 
allowed just 202 yards to an offense considered one of the best in 
the country. 

“They (the Blackshirts) played like champions and they are 
champions,’ Carl Pelini said. 

The problem was, Nebraska’s offense was anemic until its final 
drive. The Huskers managed just 106 total yards and five first 
downs. 

Two of those first downs came on a drive that appeared to give 
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the Huskers the win. Start- 
ing from their 31-yard line 
with 4:56 left and trailing 
10-9, quarterback Zac Lee 
broke off a 17-yard run. 

He then completed a 
16-yard pass to Brandon 
Kinnie on third-and-4 that 
put the ball at the Texas 30. 
The Huskers ran the ball 
three times, then turned it 
over to Alex Henery. 

The junior kicker drilled 
a 42-yarder with 1:44 left 
to put the Huskers ahead 
12-10. 

But on the ensuing 
kickoff, Adi Kunalic booted 
the ball out of bounds, set- 
ting Texas up at its 40. 

On the next play, 
McCoy hit wide receiver 
Jordan Shipley for 19 yards. 
Husker safety Larry Asante 
was called for a horse collar 
on the play, putting the 
Horns at the NU 26. 

The chaos came next. 

Texas coach Mack 
Brown said people in Lin- 
coln will probably remem- 
ber the game for the clock, 
and people in Austin will 
probably remember it for 
the comeback. 

“T think it’s only the be- 
ginning of what Bo’s going 
to do at Nebraska,” Brown 
said. “I thought this was a 
turning point for them.” 

Carl Pelini seemed to 
think it was more than that 
for this defense. 

“They proved tonight 
they can line up against 
anyone in the country and 
whip their tails,” he said. 
“That’s what they did 
tonight.” 

That doesn’t make the 
result any easier to swal- 
low. Someone asked run- 
ning back Roy Helu if he 
had the words to describe 
the last second of that 
game. 

“No” 


Fanfare (from Life in the Red) 


Can't remember a year quite so rewarding 
and frustrating all at the same time. Never had 
so many losses feel almost sorta OK and so 
many wins feel kind of gross. — StephenS 


We are so proud of our Huskers in HK. They 
played their hearts out especially on defense. So 
close as in the VT game. We will be around to 
root them on in the bowl game too. GBR! Zhou 
Da Hong! — Wrestler 


It was a very good game that was schemed 
extremely well. It made Colt look normal which is 
more than any other team has done this year. 
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Niles Paul tries to 
gain control of a 
pass in the third 
quarter. Paul 
couldn't come 
down with the ball. 


NU managed just 
39 yards passing 


The offensive game plan (yes, | do believe there 
was a plan) kept the team in the game for 4 
quarters (and 1 second). — Guido 


I'm proud of this team and think that was one 
of the best defensive games ever played by a 
Blackshirt Unit:) Bo has this D playing like cham- 
pions! — Robka 


Tough loss but who thought we could hold 
Texas to 13 points and come down to the last 
play of the game. I’m proud of our team and our 
coaches. We have better things to come. 

— TomOs 
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Huskers hang 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


ARLINGTON, Texas — 


Idon’t need amammoth 
video screen to tell me of 
Nebraska’s heartache 
Saturday night. 


“They're hurting right now, but it’s part 
of life?” NU head coach Bo Pelini said of his 
players. 

Isurely don’t need amammoth video 
screen to tell me Nebraska possesses a 
rugged, athletic and intelligent defense that 
was borderline incredible in a stunning and 
stirring Big 12 championship game. 

As for that Husker offense ... 

Well, we all knew the Nebraska offense 
would be severely challenged against Texas’ 
fifth-ranked defense. In the end, the 
Huskers managed only 106 yards in the 13- 
12 defeat at Cowboys Stadium, which fea- 
tures a big screen the size of a large cruise 
ship hanging from the ceiling. 

The thing is, Nebraska’s offense almost 
did enough to win, Yep, missed it by that 
much. The Huskers’ late- season formula — 
play stifling defense, sturdy special teams 
and do just enough on offense — put Big 
Red in position for the program’s first Big 12 
crown since 1999 and arguably its most im- 
portant victory since the 1997 national 
championship game. 

However, when Hunter Lawrence’s 46- 
yard field goal with one second left sailed 
through the uprights, Texas was off to the 
BCS title game and Nebraska was left witha 
defeat that was at once gut-wrenching and 
inspiring for Big Red and its fervent fans. 

Gut-wrenching because Nebraska led 
12-10 with 1:44 left and seemed poised for 
an upset that would have sent shockwaves 
through the college football world and 
thrown a wrench into the BCS. 

Inspiring because Nebraska was just 
that close after hanging tough all night 
while its offense sputtered. The Huskers 
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tough with UT 


Husker defensive coordinator Cari Pelini throws his headset in disgust after one second was put back 
on the clock in the Big 12 championship game, giving Texas the chance to win. (Bob Pearson) 


didn’t pick up their third first down until 
the final minute of the third quarter. 

“We had to play to the strengths of our 
team)’ Pelini said. “We did that.” 

As horrendously as Nebraska’s offense 
played, credit Zac Lee and company for 
piecing together an eight-play, 43-yard 
drive that led to Alex Henery’s 42-yard field 
goal with 1:44 left in the game. Nebraska 
appeared to have done just enough. The 
offense appeared to have held up its end of 
the winning formula. 

Then Adi Kunalic inexplicably booted 
the ensuing kickoff out of bounds, giving 
Texas possession at its 40-yard line. 

You know the rest (and, yes, I thought 
the officials made the right call by putting a 
second on the clock at the end). 

Texas, averaging 451.6 yards per game to 
rank 11th nationally entering the night, 
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finished with 202 yards on 2.7 per play. 

Nebraska averaged 1.9 per play. The 
Huskers thought they could hammer the 
Hook ’ems with a power-oriented running 
game. The Longhorns were stout — 
stronger than I thought up front. They held 
Big Red to 67 rushing yards on 35 attempts. 

“We couldn’t get any movement up 
front,’ Pelini said. 

Meanwhile, Nebraska intercepted three 
of Colt McCoy’s passes and sacked him 
nine times, while probably sacking his 
Heisman Trophy chances. Yes, McCoy 
produced his eighth career fourth-quarter 
rally to victory. But he looked very ordinary 
much of the night. 

“TJ think we can all say Nebraska's back,” 
Texas coach Mack Brown said. 

I don’t need a big screen to tell me that. 
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Suh makes a big statement 


BY CURT McKEEVER 


ARLINGTON, Texas — If 
ever a contest offered proof 
that a defensive player 
deserves to be considered 
the best player in college 
football, it was Saturday’s 
Big 12 championship game. 


Nebraska's Ndamukong Suh made an 
undeniable statement here Saturday night 
during the 60 minutes he terrorized Texas’ 
offensive line and quarterback Colt 
McCoy. 

In my dreams, he would hoist the Heis- 
man Trophy, supposedly given to the 
game's most outstanding player. In reality, 
it goes to the one who most dazzles us 
with his offensive skills. 

But the big fella should know this: 

Even though someone else will be car- 
rying that hardware next week, there 
wasn't a soul among the 76,211 fans in 
Cowboys Stadium — not even former 
Heisman winner Roger Staubach — who 
would argue Suh stands less than the best. 

Staubach came to watch the win- 
ningest quarterback in NCAA history 
prove that he deserved Staubach’s vote. 
I'm confident he left having a much 
greater admiration for the guy who was 
breathing down McCoy's neck all night. 

While notching 4'/> sacks and making 
seven tackles behind the line of scrim- 
mage, Suh made McCoy look like he was 
heaving passes mainly just to try and draw 
an interference penalty. 

Yes, folks, he and the Longhorns ap- 
peared that rattled at the constant pres- 
sure of No, 93. I’m pretty sure their live 
mascot, Bevo, wouldn't have wanted any 
part of Suh, either. 

“We thought that (Gerald) McCoy at 


Oklahoma was as good as we've seen in 
years, and Ndamukong Suh did the same 
tonight,” Texas coach Mack Brown said. 
“He was all over the place and we just 
couldn't handle him. 

“L tried to find him after the game to 
wish him good luck in the NFL. I don't 
want to see him (go against my team) 
again.” 

Nebraska fans — heartbroken today by 
Hunter Lawrence's 46-yard field goal on 
the last play — watched Suh make a 
valiant effort to try and to push Lawrence 
out of range with a couple of late stops. 

Kudos to Lawrence for calmly nailing 
the game winner, but ifanyone deserved 
to end his career in a BCS game it was Suh. 

Now, instead of the Fiesta Bowl, it's the 
Holiday Bowl. Carefully note, Husker fans, 
that the Dee. 30 game starts at 7 p.m., be- 
cause there should be no excuse for miss- 
ing Suh’s curtain call. It's hard to say when 
you'll see the likes of him in a Husker uni- 
form again. 

Saturday, he made a unit that was the 
nation’s third-most productive look like it 
hadn't tried to account for him, Obviously, 
that wasn't the case, but Texas looked 
completely helpless. 

It’s insane that a defensive tackle can 
produce so many sacks. Suh has 24 in his 
career, and his 12 this year are just three 
shy of the Nebraska single-season record. 

And to think, this football stuff for the 
guy from Portland, Ore., was born out of 
his desire to get a college scholarship. 

First as a soccer player, and then shoot- 
ing hoops. 

“T wanted to play college basketball. 
But, obviously, being 6-4, 280, 290 pounds, 
I'm not going to be your point guard,” Suh 
said earlier this season. 

If] were Doc Sadler, | might give him a 
shot any way. 

Suh, by the way, is going to get his un- 
dergraduate degree in five years. 

If he were going to be honored for his 
football skills, he'd already been awarded a 
doctorate. 
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3 
6 0 0 
FIRST QUARTER 


Nebraska 
11:04— NEBRASKA 3, TEXAS 0 
Alex Henery 45 field goal 


6:32 — NEBRASKA 6, TEXAS 0 
Henery 52 field goal 


SECOND QUARTER 


2:19— TEXAS 7, NEBRASKA 6 


Colt. MeCoy 2 run (Hunter Lawrence kick) 
THIRD QUARTER 


1:40— TEXAS 10, NEBRASKA 6 
Lawrence 39 field goal 


FOURTH QUARTER 


11:34 — TEXAS 10, NEBRASKA 9 
Henery 28 field goal 


1:44 — NEBRASKA 12, TEXAS 10 
Henery 42 field goal 


00:00 — TEXAS 13, NEBRASKA 12 


Lawrence 46 field goal 

UT 
First downs 17 
Rushes-yards 38-18 
Passing yards 184 
Passing 20363 
Tota! yards 202 
Fumbles-ost 0-0 
Penalties-yards 745 
Punts-avg. 939.4 
Punt retums-yards 15 
Kickoff retums-yards 2-22 
Time of possession 32:00 
Third-down conversions 619 
Fourthdown conversions 00 
Sacks-yards 18 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 6 19 
Cody Green fa) 4 
RUSHING 
Roy Helu 10 
Rex Burkhead 17 
Zac Lee 6 
Cody Green 2 
RECEIVING 
Brandon Kinnie 2 
Rex Burkhead 2 
Dontrayevous Robinson 1 
Niles Paul 4 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Ndamukong Suh i0 2 
Prince Amukamara 6 1 
Barry Turner 5 2 
Larry Asante 4 2 
Phillip Dilkard 4 2 
Matt O'Hanion 4 1 
Dejon Games 3 2 


VINTAGE PELINI: Coach's 
Blackshirts dominate the 
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ER EXTRA 


HUSHERS @@ witocarts 


108 days until the Red White Spring Gome | 248 doys untit the 2010 season opener 


Holiday cheer 


Wildcats from start to finish. 


STRONG ON OFFENSE: 
Huskers throw in a few new 
offensive wrinkles in rout. 


REACHING 10 VICTORIES: 
Nebraska hits 10 wins for 
the first time since 2003. 


Nebraska's Phillip Olllard (52), and Larry Asante stop Arizoaa’s Keola Antolin cold during thee first quarter Wednesday in San Diego, The Huskers held Arizona to 109 total yards. 


Wow, we didnt 
see this coming 


SAN DIEGO — Didn't see this coming, No 
way. 

Nebraska 33, Arizona 0. 

But Ido sce Nebraska cori 

Coming out of the doldrums in which the 
Huskers were mired for much of the past 

decade, and for a 

short stretch this 
season 

Corning closer to 
respectability on 
offense,and even 
bevond. as opposed 


02nd nationally in 
yards per game, as 
was the case enter 
ing Wednesday 
night's Holiday 
Bowl at Qualcomm Stadium. 

Is Nebraska ready toconquer the Big Zona 
semi regular basis, maybe starting next sea 
son? 

“I just want to say Nebraska's back and we're 
hereto stay,’ Husker second year head coach 
Ho Pelini yelled into a microphone during the 
on field celebration. 

(Well, let's not go overboard here, Arizona (Ss 
5) was obviously unprepared. Atthe same 


See SIPPLE, Page D4 
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fournedl Star Staff Writer 


Niles Paul's 74 yard touchdown reception in the third quarter gave NU a Commanding 
lead. Paul finished with fowr catches for 123 yards. 


Reaching 10 wins 


Nebraska has reached 10 vans feve tenes + 
erciuding the Huskers’ final Associated Press 


Dok at those seu 


NU bound to make big move from current No. 20 ranking 

Beat Michigan State in the Aueno Bowl under Bo's gudance 
Loat final two ganwes, including 37 14 to Miami in Rose Bow! 
Hammered Nortiwestem 66 17 in the Alamo Bow! 


Dominated Texas and Tennessee to ane! the season 


2009 «104 7? 
2003 «103 19th 
201 «112 Bh 
2000 102 Bh 
1999 121 Sed 
At HuskerExtra.com 


View photos and watch video from Bo Pelint’s postgame news conference. 


Leach out as Texas Tech’s coach 


The university fires him one day before he was due to earn an $800,000 bonus. Story in Sports, Section C 


‘BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSOK 

SAN DIEGO- It was an imaginative 
Husker offense and the same old Black 
shirts. Put them together and pass the Ari 
zona Wikicats the Excedrin. 

The Huskers canst a night full of 
headaches for their Holiday Bowl foc, 
blasting the Wildcats from the opening 
kickoff in.a 33 0 win Wednesday night at 
Qualcomm Stadium. 

When it was aver, offensive players took 
turns hugging their coordinator Shawn 
Watson. Criticized at times this season, 
Watson's group shined in its last dance of 
2009. 

“Honestly, we had a chance to get 
healthy, we had a chance to get back ta do 
ing the things we like te doy” Watson said. 
“We've been through heck. There's a lot of 
things we obviously can’t say because 
we're int the midst of a season, but these 
Kids persevered.” 

What heck haw the Huskers been 
through on offense? It was learned after 
the win that junior quarterback Zac Lee 
had been playing with 4 severe injury in his 
throwing elbow for most of the season. Lee 


will have surgery on a tendon in his elbow 
See HUSKERS, Page DS 
Lee to have surgery 


Tha junior QB has been playing with a 
severe injury 40 his throwing ew 
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Offense puts on a show 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


SAN DIEGO — It was an 
imaginative Husker offense 
and the same old Black- 
shirts. Put them together 
and pass the Arizona 
Wildcats the Excedrin. 


The Huskers caused a night full of 
headaches for their Holiday Bow] foe, 
blasting the Wildcats from the opening 
kickoff in a 33-0 win Wednesday night at 
Qualcomm Stadium. 

When it was over, offensive players took 
turns hugging coordinator Shawn Watson. 
Criticized at times this season, Watson’s 
group shined in its last dance of 2009. 

“Honestly, we had a chance to get 
healthy, we had a chance to get back to 
doing the things we like to do,’ Watson said. 
“We've been through heck. There’s a lot of 
things we obviously can’t say because we're 
in the midst of a season, but these kids per- 
severed.” 

What heck have the Huskers been 
through on offense? It was learned after the 
win that junior quarterback Zac Lee had 
been playing with a severe injury in his 
throwing elbow for most of the season. Lee 
will have surgery on a tendon in his elbow 
next week. 

“Tjust didn’t want it to be an excuse,” 
Lee said. 

No excuses were needed for Wednes- 
day’s performance. 

We already knew Nebraska’s defense 
was the real deal. It was the Husker offense 
that will have people talking. 

There was the wildcat formation, five 
receivers on a fourth-and-1 play, 
Ndamukong Suh at fullback, Rex Burkhead 
in the slot as a wide receiver, a reverse to 
Niles Paul, a 74-yard bomb. It was a bucket 
of creativity that hadn’t been seen from an 
offense that came into the game ranked 


102nd nationally. 

It helps when your defense gives you the 
ball on the 5-yard line. That’s how this one 
started. 

After Eric Martin blew up the Wildcat 
return man on the opening kickoff, Husker 
safety Matt O'Hanlon intercepted a poorly 
thrown third-down pass by Nick Foles and 
juked his way 37 yards to the Arizona 5. 

Lee — who threw for 173 yards and ran 
for 65 — scored two plays later from the 4, 
racing to the corner of the end zone for a 
touchdown just 75 seconds into the game. 

That’s all these Blackshirts would need. 
Foles was thoroughly confused by the 


- 86 - 


When the Comhusker 
Marching Band was 
unable to leave Lincoln 
because of the 
Christmas snowstorm, 
the Lincoln Southeast 
band stepped in and 


The Marching Knights 
were already in San 
Diego taking part in 
the bow! festivities, 
(Dior Azcuy) 


swarming Big Red defense all night. 

Arizona’s first downs in the first half: 1. 
Arizona’s first downs after three quarters: 
3. 

“We wanted to definitely put a stamp on 
this game and realize Nebraska was the best 
team on this field;’ Husker coach Bo Pelini 
said. “We wanted to do that. As a team, 
both sides of the ball, especially on offense, 
that’s the firepower that I know. That’s 
what we had at the beginning of the year. 
That offense, they have a lot of young guys, 
so they’re going to be good.” 

Nebraska outyarded the Wildcats 202- 
32 in the first half, and no drive was more 


Holiday Bowl: Nebraska 33, ArizonaO Dec. 30, 2009 


The Husker sideline tells the story as Niles Paul scampers 74 yards for a touchdown in the third quarter of the Holiday Bowl game against Arizona. Paul 
was named the game’s offensive most valuable player. He had four receptions for 123 yards and a key kickoff retum. (Gwyneth Roberts) 


impressive than an 82-yard march early in the second quarter that 
made it 17-0. 

Most eye-catching on the drive was the Huskers’ use of the wild- 
cat formation — in which running backs Burkhead and Dontrayevous 
Robinson were the only ones in the backfield. 

Onasecond-and-14 play from their 14, the Huskers snapped the 
ball directly to Burkhead, who tore through the middle of the Wild- 
cat defense for 34 yards. 

Fittingly, the true freshman finished off the drive by scoring from 
5 yards on a direct snap from the wildcat formation. 

“They like 22; Husker offensive line coach Barney Cotton said of 
his line’s fondness for blocking for Burkhead, who had 89 rushing 
yards. “They like Roy (Helu) and the other guys as well. But 22 is a 
pretty special young guy.’ 

The Huskers also battered the Wildcats on multiple occasions 
with zone-read runs by Lee — who ran as determined as he has all 
season. 

“T’m so proud of the offense, just how hard they worked through 
the season. Even in their down times, they were still grinding at it,” 
Husker defensive tackle Jared Crick said. 

Nebraska wasn’t always the master of finishing off drives, but 
Alex Henery kicked four field goals, including three of more than 40 
yards. 

Any doubt about the game disappeared when Lee pump-faked, 
then hit Paul on a 74-yard touchdown pass with 3:39 left in the third 
quarter to make it 33-0. 

Paul spiked the ball and flexed his muscles as drizzle fell from the 
sky. A flag flew. No one in Husker red cared. 
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Fanfare (from Life in the Red) 


| don’t know if Zac Lee will end up being the guy next 
year, (but) he has earned my admiration. He took all the criti- 
cal comments, but just kept competing. | like that. 
— Islander/Husker 


That is a wrap, and now eight months to think about it 
all. One thing for sure, football is a lot more fun to watch 
when they are playing as a complete team. Great job 
offense, and great job defense. You deserved the shutout. 
— no nothing 


This game is a blast. My wife said it was boring and went 
to bed. |, personally, am loving every dominating second of 
it. — PT Husker 


Can we have two to three weeks to prepare for every 
game next season? — Huskersincebirth2 


On that last zone-read, Zac Lee cut and had the look in 
his eyes of a guy who knew how to run the ball and that he 
was going to scratch for every inch. — Silicon Valley Husker 


It's great to see the Huskers put together a complete 
game. Domination on both sides of the ball. Now that's 
Husker football. — lincolniter 


Call it what you want, but the Huskers are turning into 
the Ravens/Bucs of the early part of the decade ... not 
much to celebrate on offense but the defense brings it 
every game. If recruits are listening, Nebraska is THE place 
to go if you want to learn how to become a complete defen- 
sive player. — SoDakHusker 
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O’Hanlon goes out with bang 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


SAN DIEGO — Matt 
O’Hanlon was answering a 
reporter’s question near 
midfield when an assistant 
coach pulled him away for a 
very important reason. 


O’Hanlon, you see, was needed on 
stage, and pronto. He’d just been an- 
nounced as the most valuable defensive 
player of the Holiday Bowl. 

The Nebraska senior safety accepted his 
trophy, told the Big Red faithful how great it 
feels, then said he wanted to do something 
one last time. 

And he threw the bones — the crossed 
arms, symbolic gesture of the Blackshirts. 

For the former walk-on from Bellevue, 
this was the perfect ending to what he 
called a roller-coaster year. 

“But to go out on top, it feels great,” 
O’Hanlon said. “I’m just so happy I could 
be apart of this great tradition. It feels 
great.” 

O'Hanlon set the early tone in Nebras- 
ka’s 33-0 rout of Arizona. He caught a 
floating pass from Arizona quarterback 
Nick Foles and returned it 37 yards to the 
Arizona 5-yard line. 

“Tjust looked for the quarterback and he 
tossed it up there,’ O’Hanlon said. “It was 
pretty high in the air, and Ijust went and 
got it. 

“After that play, I think we kind of had it 
inthe bag, and the momentum really was 
ours the rest of the game.” 

O’Hanlon’s return set up a Zac Lee 
touchdown run — the only points Nebraska 
needed in a thorough domination of 
Arizona. 

Nebraska held the Wildcats to 109 yards 
of total offense. Until the fourth quarter, 
Arizona took one snap in Nebraska territory 
— aplay that began at the Nebraska 49- 
yard line and ended with a 10-yard sack. 


Matt O'Hanlon races upfield with an interception early in the Holiday Bowl. His 37-yard retum set up 
NU at the Arizona 5-yard line and the Huskers scored two plays later. (Eric Gregory) 


“We just did what our coaches asked?” 
O'Hanlon said. “We knew we had the 
physicality that it takes to dominate a team 
like this. It was a great effort by everyone?’ 

Nebraska secondary coach Marvin 
Sanders, very emotional in discussing 
O'Hanlon, paused for nearly 20 seconds 
while he held back tears. 

“You know, early in the year, that young 
man had amoment that everybody counted 
him out,’ Sanders said. “But he was a guy 
that just kept persevering through it and is a 
great example of what a Nebraska Black- 
shirt is all about.” 

Sanders, of course, was referring to 
O’Hanlon’s coverage mistake late in Ne- 
braska’s 16-15 loss to Virginia Tech back in 
September. 

O'Hanlon had already redeemed him- 
self for that game with his three-intercep- 
tion performance against Oklahoma. 

Wednesday was just a little emphasis. 

“He understands our defense very well,” 
Sanders said. “He’s a leader on that team, 
and he’s been making plays for us all year. 


That interception really set the tone early 
on, because he understood exactly where 
they were going to throw the ball, and he 
went and got it.” 

O’Hanlon also had a pass breakup and 
finished with five tackles, including one 
when he came seemingly out of nowhere to 
upend Juron Criner on a speed sweep. Criner 
looked to have acres of running room; 
O'Hanlon stopped him for a 1-yard gain. 

“We were supposed to be in cover-2 on 
that one, but I don’t think our corner got 
the check, so Ijust came up, and he kind of 
played man,” O'Hanlon said. “We kind of 
got lucky, but stuff like that happens all the 
time.’ 

Arizona, which had been averaging 167.5 
rushing yards, finished with 63. And the 
Wildcats were a dismal 10-of-31 passing for 
46 yards, well below their average (240 
yards). 

“Tt was incredible,” O’Hanlon said. 
“They had a good offense, and for us to be 
able to shut them down like that, it was big. 
I'm glad we were able to help our team win.” 
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Where did this come from? 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


SAN DIEGO — Didn’t see 
this coming. No way. 
Nebraska 33, Arizona 0. 


But I do see Nebraska coming. 

Coming out of the doldrums in which the 
Huskers were mired for much of the past 
decade, and for a short stretch this season. 

Coming closer to respectability on of- 
fense, and even beyond, as opposed to being 
ranked 102nd nationally in yards per game, 
as was the case entering Wednesday night's 
Holiday Bowl at Qualcomm Stadium. 

Is Nebraska ready to conquer the Big 12 
on a semi-regular basis, maybe starting next 
season? 

“Tjust want to say Nebraska’s back and 
we're here to stay?’ coach Bo Pelini yelled into 
amicrophone during the post-game celebra- 
tion. 

Well, let’s not go overboard here. Arizona 
(8-5) was obviously unprepared. At the same 
time, you have to admit Nebraska (10-4) was 
awfully impressive in surging to a 23-0 half- 
time lead before finishing off an Arizona 
outfit that had beaten Oregon State, Stan- 
ford and Southern Cal, and even took Ore- 
gon into double-overtime. 

However, Arizona players looked like lost 
souls on offense by the end of the first 
quarter. Of course, considering Nebraska’s 
defensive prowess, we could have guessed 
that was coming. 

But Zac Lee asserting himself in sucha 
strong manner at quarterback? Really? 
Granted, Cody Green will keep pushing Lee 
for the job, That said, Lee certainly made a 
statement with his play. News flash: He ran 
the option effectively. He ran well, period. 
He also gunned some impressive passes in 
finishing 13-for-23 for 173 yards and a 
touchdown. He showed poise while 
operating Nebraska’s spread offense. 

Yes, NU went back to the spread after 
using “big” personnel and power sets for 
much of the second half of the season. The 
Huskers even unveiled their version of the 
wildcat formation. Didn’t see that coming, 


either. 

The press box was buzzing with the 
predictable, “Why didn’t they use that 
against Texas in the Big 12 title game?” Fair 
question, except it's perilous to roll out such 
wrinkles against a team as fast and as 
explosive as the Longhorns. 

Having three weeks to prepare for Ari- 
zona is another story. 

Nebraska looked comfortable and confi- 
dent running it. The Huskers looked com- 
fortable running basically everything. The 
line opened holes. The plan was excellent. 

Pelini, now 3~-0.as a head coach in bow] 
games, appears to have this postseason drill 
down pat. 

And the offseason just got much more 
pleasant for offensive coordinator Shawn 
Watson, assailed by fans and media most of 
the season. 

Nebraska was strong out of the chute on 
both sides of the ball, Senior safety Matt 
O'Hanlon not only made an excellent 
interception on Arizona’s first series, he also 
showed explosiveness on his 37-yard return 
that set up Lee’s 4-yard touchdown mn 
around right end. 

Arizona was flat to start the game and 
pretty much all night. 

““The game’s over before it starts!’ Wild- 
cat coach Mike Stoops said. “That’s where 
we lost the game. That's my fault.” 

Said Nebraska defensive tackle Jared 
Crick: “All we need is that little spark to get 
rolling, and Matty gave us that.” 

So much for Nebraska battling a hang- 
over in the wake of its emotional loss in the 
league title game. Credit Pelini for his team 
maintaining its hard edge. But also credit the 
team leaders, most notably the 13 seniors 
who played their final game for NU. 

They’re obviously leaving a program on 
the rise. We had a strong feeling that was the 
case, It just got stronger. 

Crick was right when he said Nebraska 
has “tons and tons of momentum” entering 
the offseason. The Huskers lose only one 
starter on offense (center Jacob Hickman) 
and return nine defenders who made at least 
five starts in 2009. 

“We're going to go hard in the offseason 
and try to come out with the same product, 
if not better, next year,’ he said. 
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Nebraska 33, Arizona 


Arizona 07D, wi 
Nebraska 10. 13. 10 
FIRST QUARTER 


13:45— NEBRASKA 7, ARIZONA O 
Zac Lee 4 run (Alex Henery kick) 


8:53 — NEBRASKA 10, ARIZONA 0 
Henery 47 field goal 


SECOND QUARTER 
11:57— NEBRASKA 17, ARIZONA 0 
Rex Burkhead 5 run (Henery kicl) 


8:25 — NEBRASKA 20, ARIZONA 0 
Henery 50 field goal 


00:35 — NEBRASKA 23, ARIZONA 0 
Henery 41 field goal 


THIRD QUARTER 
10:07 — NEBRASKA 26, ARIZONA 0 
Henery 22 field goal 


3:39 — NEBRASKA 33, ARIZONA 0 
Niles Paul 74 pass from Lee (Henery kick) 


UA 
First downs 6 
Rushes-yards 20-63 
Passing yards 46 
Passing 10-31-14 
Tota! yards 109 
Fumbles-lost 10 
Penalties-yarcs 2-25 
Punts-avg. 941.6 
Punt returns-yards 1(-1) 
Kickoff returns-yards 7-148 
Time of possession 21:48 
Third-down conversions 315 
Fourth-down conversions 12 
Sacks-yards 00 

PASSING 
Zac Lee 13 23 
Cody Green 0 2 
RUSHING 
Rex Burkhead 17 
Zac Lee 18 
Niles Paul 1 
Cady Green 5 
Lester Ward 2 
Roy Helu 3 
Dontrayevous Robinson 1 
Austin Jones 1 
RECEIVING 
Niles Paul 4 
Mike McNeill 3 
Rex Burkhead 2 
Brandon Kinnie 2 
Curenski Gilleylen 4 
Chns Brooks 1 
TACKLE LEADERS 

Phillip Dillard 5 2 
Matt O'Hanlon 4 1 
Pierre Allen 3 1 
Eric Martin 3 0 
Prince Amukamara 2 1 
Larry Asante 2 1 
Ndamukong Suh 2 2 
Jared Crick ht 2 
Barry Turner 2 0 
Will Compton 2 0 
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He’s a man named 


BY JOHN MABRY 


Aug, 16, 2005 


You have to start with the 
namie. It’s Suh — pro- 
nounced Sue, as in a boy 
named... 


Oh, the first name? Easy. It’s 
Ndamukong, and it’s pronounced 
En-DOM-ah-ken, as in ‘Come again?’ 

It means ‘house of spears’ in Cameroon, 
homeland of Suh’s father, Michael. His 
mother, Bernadette, is from Jamaica. Suh 
said only one teammate at Nebraska has ex- 
pressed much curiosity about the spears 
thing — “It was actually Ola (Dagunduro). 
His dad’s from Nigeria.” 

When it comes to trying to pronounce 
Ndamukong, the Huskers are taking the 
easy route. 

“They call me Suh,” he said. 

And so will 78,000 NU fans when the 
6-foot-4, 300-pound freshman from 
Portland, Ore., makes his first stop as a 
Husker defensive lineman. 

You want a rookie to root for, this is your 
guy. After reading so many flattering things 
about Suh, I had to meet him. I don’t know 
that you can really know a person after a 
10-minute conversation, but this young 
man is on the right track. 

His mother teaches first and second 
grade, and she and Michael, a mechanical 
engineer, have taught their son well. 

Suh lesson No. 1: Don’thog the 
spotlight. 

Remember that ultra-hyped Army 
All-American Bow1 all-star game in San 
Antonio in January? Suh was there, and he 
could have used the NBC spotlight to make 
a big production out of his college choice. It 
was down to Cal and Nebraska at that 
point. 

But Suh pulled something different out 
of his hat. He decided to go home and make 
sure he had made the right choice first. 

“Tjust said, ‘I’m just going to focus on 


Jan. 21, 2005 


Nebraska landed two significant 
commitments Thursday. 

Wide receiver Chris Brooks and 
Ndamukong Suh told NU coaches they 
would play for the Huskers. 

Suh, a 6-foot-4, 278-pound defen- 
sive tackle from Portland, Ore., had 
pared his final list to NU and California. 

Both Brooks and Suh are rated as 
four-star prospects in Rivals.com's 
five-star system. 

They become the 25th and 26th 
players known to have committed to 
Nebraska’s highly regarded 2005 
scholarship recruiting class, which now 
includes nine four-star prospects and 
two-five star players. 

Rivals.com rates Brooks No. 15 
among the nation’s high school wide- 
outs, while Suh is ranked No. 6 among 


the game right now and wait till I get home 
to take care of all that/” 

Suh lesson No. 2: Put your siblings first. 

Suh’s sister, Ngum, just completed her 
collegiate soccer career at Mississippi State. 
And although Ndamukong was a state shot 
put champ and an outstanding basketball 
player at Grant High in Portland, he said, 
*The best athlete right now (in my family) is 
my sister.’ 

Suh lesson No. 3: Take the heat with 
your teammates, even before they’re your 
teammates. 

Suh was nowhere in sight when the 
Huskers went 5-6 last season. He deserved 
none of the blame for NU’s slide in 2004, 
but listen to why he chose NU over Cal. 

“One of the things that turned me off 
trom (Cal), they’re a good program, but 
they have up and down years. I see Nebras- 
ka right now as arising school. Although we 
had alittle downfall this past year, I think 
we're on our way up. The sky’s the limit.” 

Suh lesson No. 4: Be a team player and 
play where you can help your team most. 

Suh loved rushing the quarterback from 
the outside in high school, but he is being 
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Suh 


defensive tackles. 

“Nebraska’s getting a physical 
specimen with an attitude — but it’s the 
tight kind of attitude,” said Gary 
Thorson, head coach at Grant High in 
Portland. “Ndamukong plays with just 
the right amount of nastiness that you 
want.” 

Suh, who participated in last week- 
end’s U.S. Army All-American Bowl, 
was named Oregon’s defensive player 
of the year in a vote of coaches. 

“At Nebraska, I really like the all- 
around family atmosphere,’ he 
said.“The players are really tight-knit, 
maybe because there’s not much of a 
city there. 

“But in asense that’s a good thing, 
because it’s more of a college-town at- 
mosphere.” 

Suh plans to major in engineering. 


asked to provide depth inside and out on the 
Husker defensive line. He spent the morning 
practice Monday working at rush end, then 
moved inside for the afternoon session. 

“He can help us,’ said defensive line 
coach John Blake. “He can give us depth. In 
and out, wherever he can help us, that’s 
where we'll put him,” 

Suh lesson No, 5; Have a plan. 

Most freshmen list “undecided” as their 
major. Suh already knows he wants to fol- 
low his father’s lead and study construction 
management. 

Suh lesson No. 6: Listen to your mother. 

When your mom’s a teacher, you have to 
expect the golden-rule talk before you head 
off to college. 

“Of course. I just spoke to her (Sunday) 
night, and I got that same lecture again. Just 
make sure and do the right thing. Be smart. 
Take care of yourself, and call if youneed 
anything.” 

I think we’re going to like this 
Ndamukong Suh. And if you can’t get the 
first name straight, just remember the last. 

It rhymes with true. 


eady to make his mark 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


March 30, 2006 


Ndamukong Suh’s pulse 
quickens as NU prepares for 
a dose of live scrimmaging. 
His senses sharpen. He’s all 
business now. 


The 6-foot-4, 315-pound Suh embraces 
scrimmages the way a wild horse embraces 
an open field. It’s time for a romp. Time to 
snort and dance and kick up dust. An 
otherwise mundane day of practice sud- 
denly becomes a proving ground for the 
sophomore nose tackle. 

I-back Marlon Lucky clutches a handoff 
and darts to his left. Instead of running 
room, Lucky plows into a wall in the form of 
Suh. No gain, at least not for Lucky. No 
question, Suh gains another shot of confi- 
dence, 

After being sidelined for all but two 
games last season with a knee injury, the 
Portland, Ore., native expects to see plenty 
of action in 2006. 

“Anything less than a Blackshirt would 
definitely be a disappointment to me,” said 
Suh, referring to the black practice jerseys 
awarded annually to Husker defensive 
starters and selected reserves. “I mean, 
that’s just the way I am. I have to have the 
best. [have to work for the best, That’s the 
way I’ve been brought up, to go for the best 
— just go for the top,’ 

Ola Dagunduro, a 6-2, 300-pound senior 
nose tackle, has spent the lion’s share of the 
time playing with the first-string defense 
through five of 15 spring practices, Dagun- 
duro last season recorded 22 tackles, includ- 
ing four for loss, while playing a top backup 
role behind senior starter Le Kevin Smith. 

Suh, however, isn’t conceding the start- 
ing role to Dagunduro. 

“T think the coaches are giving me an 
opportunity to start right now, “Suh said 
Wednesday. “But I have to prove myself be- 
fore I can get the starting job. That’s what 


I’m trying to doin spring ball.” 

From a physical standpoint, Suh said, 
he’s ready to become a regular contributor. 

“Mentally, I believe I have quite a bit of 
work to do, which I have ample time to do 
during spring ball,’ he said. “It’s a matter of 
knowing all of the plays and having it 
become crisp to where you're just reacting 
— you don’t have to think about anything. 
You know what you're doing, and you go 
and doit, and become full-go in doing it. 

“During spring ball, I’m getting to that 
point. But sometimes | still fall back to 
thinking before I react.” 

Nebraska defensive line coach John 
Blake likes Suh’s physical prowess. 

“He's a big, strong kid, but he needs to 
learn how to play every down,’ Blake said. 

Suh was upbeat following Wednesday's 
practice, clearly pleased with his progress. 
His mood was in stark contrast to last 
season, when his injured knee and resulting 
inactivity soured him at times. 

“Tt got pretty bad,” he said of his de- 
meanor. “It didn’t get to the point where [ 
wanted to quit or anything like that. But I 
was upset and wanting to go home some- 
times. But it’s something you have to fight 
through, especially being a freshman com- 
ing to college. My family and coaches back 
home definitely helped me.” 

The knee injury that sidelined Suh last 
season actually occurred during his senior 


-93- 


By the time he was 
a senior at NU, 
Ndamukong Suh 
had a big fan club, 
including (from 
left) Ryan Cooksley 


of Anselmo, and 
Payden Borders 
and Griffin Wright, 
both of Broken 
Bow. (Eric Gregory} 


year in high school, he said. He tore the 
meniscus playing basketball but didn’t ini- 
tially undergo surgery because swelling sub- 
sided. He said Husker football coaches were 
unaware of the injury last summer when he 
arrived on campus for preseason drills. 

“Treally didn’t tell them,” Suh said. “I 
hesitated to tell them. I was working with 
my trainer back home to heal it up and get it 
strong coming into fall practice. Then one 
day (last September) during practice I 
couldn’t move onit. It got to the point 
where I had no strength in my knee. I 
couldn’t push off.” 

After undergoing arthroscopic surgery 
in late September, Suh’s knee actually was 
healthy enough for him to play in the last 
few games. But Husker coaches decided it'd 
be better to sit out the rest of the way and 
eventually apply for a medical hardship to 
regain the lost season of playing eligibility. 

Suh agreed with the decision, And even 
ifhe ultimately is denied a hardship season, 
he said, “I have three years to work with. 
That’s ample time,” 

His focus now, of course, is contributing 
in2006. 

“My expectation is to fight for that 
starting spot,” he said. “If I end up not get- 
ting it, I'll be a Blackshirt backup to whoev- 
er’s in front of me. As long as I’m on the 
field getting reps, getting into the flow of 
the game, I'll be fine” 


Suh has huge impact for NU 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Jan, 3, 2009 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Carl Pelini 
remembers last spring when he mentioned 
that he expected the defensive line to 
perhaps be the strength of this NU team. 


He assumes there was laughter from others about that state- 
ment. Perhaps his assumption is accurate. 

After all, this was areturning front four that had been much 
maligned — part of a Husker defense in 2007 that was worse from a 
statistical standpoint than any in NU history. 

But after Thursday's 26-21 Gator Bowl win against Clemson, a 
satisfying season of progress in the books, the Husker defensive 
coordinator seemed a wise prognosticator. 

His prediction had come true. And one of his defensive linemen 
in particular, Ndamukong Suh, seemed to have developed by 
season’s end into aman among boys. 

Suh was so good against Clemson — eight tackles (four for loss), 
two sacks, a blocked field goal — that it couldn’t help but increase 
the chatter on whether the junior nose tackle had elevated his play 
to sucha level that he’d consider leaving early for the NFL Draft. 

The 300-pound Suh left alittle wiggle room after the game, but 
said “my mind-set right now is that I’m 99 percent coming back to 
school.” 

Pelini said after the game he just wants Suh to do what's best for 
him. “I’m not going to worry about it. I'd love to have him back and 
I think he will)” Pelini said. “And I think in the end, probably just in 
terms of his future and his career, that’s probably the right decision. 

“But if he explores it and it turns out it’s not the best thing for 
him (to stay), he’s a great kid, I love him. I want to do what is best for 
Suh.’ 

Suh was hardly the lone dominant force on the Husker defen- 
sive line against Clemson, Ty Steinkuhler proved a major pest to the 
Tigers, along with defensive end Zach Potter. Those are two seniors 
that the Pelini brothers will greatly miss. 

“They’re the hardest-working group I think I’ve ever coached,” 
Pelini said of this Husker defensive line. “They never complain. 
And I work them hard, They go to work from the start of practice to 
the end. There is no downtime for them.” 

Clemson had a patchwork offensive line and started two fresh- 
men on the right side. Nebraska coaches thought the Huskers 
might expose some flaws in the Tigers’ line and they did. 

Tiger coach Dabo Swinney was the first to admit it, saying the 
Husker defensive line “dominated us.” 

And Suh? Yeah, you could say Swinney noticed the whipping he 
was handing out. 


Nebraska senior defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh had plenty to celebrate 
during 2009, including winning five major awards, including Associated 
Press Player of the Year. (Gwyneth Roberts) 


“That No. 93 is a heck of a player, an NFL player,’ Swinney said. 
“They did a great job creating pressure with just their front four and 
they won the matchups. That’s what this game is about.” 

Nebraska limited the Tigers to just 210 total yards and only 4 
rushing. The Huskers yielded just one scoring drive longer than 13 
yards and made life a literal pain for Clemson quarterback Cullen 
Harper, sacking him five times. 

Bo Pelini said Clemson tried to double Suh early, and Steinkuh- 
ler made the Tigers pay. So then Clemson started paying more 
attention to Steinkuhler and Suh took over. 

“They played their tails off. It was one of the best games two in- 
terior tackles have had in my career,’ Bo Pelini said. “They were just 
all over the place, making plays down the field on screens. They did 
it all.” 

Nebraska won nine games this year with a rather inexperienced 
back seven, but as Bo Pelini said after the game, “When you're good 
up front, it covers up a lot.” 

Suh wasn't surprised by the success. He’s been having it all year. 
He finished the season with 76 tackles, becoming the first defensive 
lineman to lead NU in tackles since 1973. He also had 7'/: sacks and 
19 tackles for loss. 

He had two interception returns for touchdowns, stiff-arming a 
quarterback to the ground on one of them. To top it all off, he even 
got to play some fullback, scoring a touchdown against Kansas. 

To make the big play, to hear the crowd chant “Suuuuuuuuh,’ 
that just became something he anticipated. 

“T expect that from myself every day, day-in and day-out,’ Suh 
said. “I play hard in practice and make plays in practice, because 
that turns into what you do on the field?” 
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eciding to take a pass 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 
Jan. 13, 2009 

When Bo Pelini arrived in 
Portland, Ore., last Tues- 
day to eat dinner with 
Ndamukong Suh and his 
family, he brought no sales 
pitch with him to the table. 


Pelini was instead “very even-keeled;” 
according to Suh, talking over the pros and 
cons that were likely to surface if the 300- 
pound nose tackle decided to bulldoze into 
the NFL a year early. 

“Tnever have, never will tell a guy, ‘You 
should come back}” Pelini said. “I said, 
“You have to do what’s best for you and your 
family’ ... [just said, ‘It’s on you. I’m going 
to support you either way?” 

But there’s no doubt Pelini was brim- 
ming with pleasure from the verdict Suh 
unveiled Monday when he made it official 
that he is returning for his senior season at 
Nebraska. 

Suh decided to return despite informa- 
tion from the NFL Advisory Committee 
projecting him to be drafted by the second 
round, possibly even late in the first. 

“School's a huge thing for me and my 
family. I definitely want to graduate from 
the University of Nebraska,’ Suh said. “And 
although the seniors had a great start in 
pushing this program the right way, I think I 
can help in pushing it even more in the right 
direction.” 

Suh said he was almost 100 percent sure 
he was coming back after he got done talk- 
ing with Pelini last week. 

“The most important thing I said to him 
is, if you’re coming back, you need to come 
back for the right reasons,” Pelini said. “And 
the right reasons are not NFL-oriented. 
The right reasons are to get his degree, to 
play tremendous football, to help this pro- 


Husker coach Bo Pelini told Ndamukong Suh in 2008 that he hadn't yet played up to his potential. 
So instead of declaring early for the NFL Draft, the defensive tackle returned for his senior season 


and became the nation’s best defensive player and one of the greatest Blackshirts in history. 
(Gwyneth Roberts) 


gram in the future, and it’s about team, it’s 
about Nebraska, it’s about what we have 
going on here. And he was totally on the 
same page as I was. 

“He’s an unselfish football player, a 
great person, the kind of person you want to 
be the focal point of our football team.” 

It’s a significant offseason victory for 
Nebraska. Combined with defensive ends 
Pierre Allen and Barry Turner — who fig- 
ures to be granted another year of eligibility 
after missing almost all of the 2008 season 
because of an injury — Nebraska’s defensive 
line looks to again be a strong suit of the de- 
fense. 

And with Suh coming back, the Huskers 
go into next season with arguably the top 
interior defensive lineman in the country. 

“Thave to go out there and prove it’ Suh 
said of any talk about him holding sucha 
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title. “It’s a great challenge. I love the chal- 
lenge. That will be a goal to maintain that 
(top status). I don’t know if I’ve ever 
reached that yet, but it’s a goal to reach. 
And when I think Ihave achieved it, it’s a 
goal to maintain that.” 

Despite missing spring practice witha 
knee injury, Suh led the Huskers in tackles 
(76), tackles for loss (19), sacks (7'/:) and in- 
terceptions (2), helping him to first-team 
All-Big 12 honors. 

But he’s raising the bar for what he ex- 
pects out of the 2009 season — at least 
from a team perspective. 

“T don’t see why this team can’t go 14-0, 
but obviously that’s going to start next 
week (with winter conditioning),” Suh said. 
“T don’t see why that’s not a goal we can’t 
reach, and why we won't reach it.” 


He has something to prove 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


July 28, 2009 


DALLAS — Ndamukong 
Suh’s teammates razz him 
about the plentiful offsea- 
son hyperbole, calling him 
Mr. NFL or Mr. First Round. 


Or how about Mr. First Pick Overall? 
“Tt’s all out there for me, but I have to 
work for it;’ the Nebraska senior nose tackle 
said. “Until it happens, until I work for it, 

it’s all speculation.” 

Suh met the press Monday at Big 12 Me- 
dia Days. As the league’s preseason defen- 
sive player of the year, Mr. First Round nat- 
urally was in heavy demand with reporters. 
He arrived with his typical humility and 
class. 

Tarrived with a glass of cold water, 
which, of course, was nowhere near enough 
to control the raging fire of publicity for Mr. 
NEL. 

Let’s get something straight. I think Suh 
is eminently worthy of his Big 12 preseason 
honor. I think he’s a bona fide NFL player 
and perhaps even worthy of being the first 
overall selection in the 2010 NFL Draft, as 
The Sporting News projected. 

But I’d like to see Big Suh — that’s what 
Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini always calls 
him — churn out a second consecutive Big 
Season to stamp out any nagging questions 
people — NFL folks, for instance — might 
have about Suh’s 2006 and 2007 seasons. 

“Those weren’t the best of seasons,” 
Suh admitted Monday. 

Because so much contract money is in- 
volved, NFL teams often delve deep into the 
past of prospects. What will NFL teams see 
when they watch film of Suh in 2007, when 
he failed to record a tackle behind the line in 
any of the last seven games? Will they see a 
player who played hard all of the time? 

“T’ve definitely matured in that aspect 
— going hard every single play,’ Suh said. 


ae 


GREGORY 


With his play, Ndamukong Suh helped raise the play of his fellow defensive linemen. Here, Suh and 
Barry Turmer pressure Kansas State quarterback Grant Gregory as he throws from the end zone. 


(William Lauer) 


“Not saying I didn’t go hard (in 2007), but 
last season I found a new level to play at and 
reach for.” 

The Pelini brothers — Bo and Carl, the 
defensive coordinator — obviously had a lot 
to do with Suh’s rise in 2008. Suh makes 
that clear. 

“Like Coach (Bo) Pelini always says, 
you'll never fathom how much more you 
can grow,’ Suh said. “With them (Bo and 
Carl) coming here before last season, I’ve 
seen I can grow that much more. Not only 
technique-wise, but effort-wise” 

I fully expect Suh’s rise to continue in 
2009, that is, ifhe continues to play with 
the hunger and passion he showed last sea- 
son as opposed to 2006, when he recorded 
only five tackles over the last seven games. 

The greatest players often overflow with 
hunger and passion. 

“T could show you a film of Grant 
Wistrom in high school, and you’d see the 
meanest motor you've ever seen,’ former 
Nebraska defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride said recently of the 1996-97 
Husker All-American. “I mean, that sucker 
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was a wild man all of the time. Neil Smith? I 
never saw Neil in anything but full speed, 
ever. Danny Noonan? If he wasn’t out on 
the field busting his balls, he was tearing it 
up in the weight room.” 

You get the idea. 

Inregard to Suh’s 2006 and 2007 sea- 
sons, when he made a total of 53 tackles, I’m 
obviously nit-picking to a degree. In fair- 
ness, Suh said something didn’t feel right in 
his knee late in the 2007 season, and he un- 
derwent surgery the next spring. 

Last season, Suh recorded 76 tackles, 
including 42 in the final seven games, when 
he exploded into the nation’s conscious- 
ness. 

“T think he can be special, as good if not 
better than anybody I've ever been around)’ 
Bo Pelini said, adding, “I tell him all the 
time, his biggest challenge is, the special 
ones are guys who never, ever, ever take a 
play off.” 

So, let’s hold off on Mr. First Pick Over- 
all. 

Mr. Suh is probably good for now. 


Putting it in perspective 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Aug. 30, 2009 


It’s an interesting mental 
exercise, if nothing else, 
putting together a list of the 
top 40 Nebraska defenders 
in the last 40 years. 


It's interesting in part because it helps 
put Ndamukong Suh’s prowess into 
proper perspective. Feel free to challenge 
me on this statement, but I think it’s safe 
to say Suh already ranks somewhere in 
the middle of the top 40, perhaps higher. 
With a second straight stellar season, he 
could easily move into the top 10 of any 
list of the greatest Husker defenders of all 
time. 

Yes, Suh is that talented. His statistics 
from last season are that exceptional. He 
possesses that much potential. 

Suh already is a special player, says 
Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini. But Peli- 
ni has said on a couple occasions in re- 
cent weeks that Suh can ascend toa 
higher level by playing with tenacity and 
abandon on every play. Indeed, Pelini 
says Suh's talent is extraordinary enough 
that he must work to avoid complacency. 

“That's something he has to fight 
every day,” Pelini says. 

Of course, our top 40 ranking is by na- 
ture extremely subjective. Different peo- 
ple analyze different areas when under- 
taking such a list. We culled individual 
statistics, All-America lists, all-conference 
lists, team won-loss records, overall team 
stats, et al. 

We called former coaches and players. 

In many cases, it just comes down to a 
gut feeling. 

But it’s important to note that Suh's 
statistics from 2008 stack up well when 
compared to other elite Husker defend- 
ers of the past, especially fellow interior 
linemen. Now we'll watch to see if Suh 


Like most NU opponents in 2009, Colorado tried to stop Ndamukong Suh with double teams (and 


even some illegal holding). Most times it didn’t work. (Ted Kirk) 


can put together back-to-back strong 
seasons, as middle guard Rich Glover did 
in 1971 and 1972. Great players typically 
sustain high levels for multiple years. 

Glover made an astounding 100 tack- 
les, including nine for loss, in 12 games in 
1972 while winning both the Lombardi 
Award and Outland Trophy. In 13 games 
in 1971, Glover recorded 92 tackles, in- 
cluding 13 for loss (sacks weren't tracked 
back then). 

In 13 games last season, Suh finished 
with 76 tackles, including 19 for loss, with 
7'/z sacks. He became the first Nebraska 
defensive lineman since 1973 to lead the 
team in tackles. However, in 2007, he 
made just 34 tackles, including six for 
loss, with only one sack. 

In 1971, defensive tackle Larry Jacob- 
son became the first Husker to capture 
the Outland Trophy, after recording 73 
tackles, including 12 for loss. He was 
coming off a 49-tackle season (nine for 
loss) in 1970. 

Middle guard Danny Noonan was a 
dominating presence in 1985 and 1986. 
In 1985, he made 47 tackles, including 14 
for loss, with 11 sacks. In 1986, he made 
53 stops, including 12 for loss. 

“He was stronger than mustard gas,” 
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former Nebraska defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride says. “Like Suh, Danny 
could just explode on a blocker.” 

Defensive tackle Jason Peter in 1996 
and 1997 averaged 59 tackles. 

In terms of overall athletic prowess, 
the 6-foot-4, 300-pound Suh clearly 
stacks up well among the greatest 
Nebraska linemen. In order to keep im- 
proving, Suh says, he wants to perfect his 
technique and remain forever mindful of 
the basics. 

“You don't really need to do anything 
extra,” he says. “As long as you take care 
of two main things — being a complete 
player and getting your fundamentals 
down — you'll make plays because you'll 
be in the right position to make those 
plays. 

“That's what I've learned from playing 
the game of football. It’s simple. Yet 
people try to make it so difficult, talking 
about the spread offense and those dif- 
ferent things. Defense is always going to 
be the same. As long as you're controlling 
your man and playing off of him, you're 
going to make plays.” 

The great ones tend to make it look — 
and sound — easy. 


aving a lasting impression 


BY BRIAN CHRISTOPHERSON 


Nov, 29, 2009 


BOULDER, Colo. — The 
number of U’s has seemed 
to grow with each passing 
week. 


When Ndamukong Suh was a sopho- 
more, the chant was amore restrained 
“Suuuuh,” 

When he ran off the field Friday — 
helmet in hand, looking as stern as if Colt 
McCoy were already standing before him — 
he was met witha line of U’s that stretched 
longer than a Led Zeppelin song. “Suuuuu- 
uuu)” 

Hey, he’s earned each U, as far as Husker 
fans are concerned. Their love for the 
6-foot-4, 300-pound defensive tackle is 
unquestioned. 

But has Big Suh earned enough love 
across the country to possibly make one last 
push for the biggest award in college foot- 
ball, or at least enough love to get an invita- 
tion to New York for the Heisman Trophy 
ceremony? 

Unless you've been locked in a wine cel- 
lar for the past month, you know Nebraska 
is about to play on its biggest stage in eight 
years when it meets undefeated Texas in the 
Big 12 title game Saturday. And certainly 
you're aware that McCoy is one of the top 
names in the Heisman conversation right 
now. 

Given that and the fact many Heisman 
voters will be paying such close attention to 
this game, we pose this question: Could an 
amazing performance by Suh against Texas 
and McCoy vault Suh into top considera- 
tion for the award? 

Say Suh has a game this week similar to 
the one he had at Missouri. Say he’s 
MeCoy’s worst nightmare, sacks him a 
couple times and forces a turnover and the 


Huskers pull the upset. Is the Heisman 
dream a reality if that were to happen? 

You can think about it. Suh says he 
won't. 

“T could care less about the Heisman,’ 
he said after Friday’s 28-20 win against 
Colorado, “It’s a great honor, but (McCoy’s) 
an offensive quarterback. Obviously, he's 
going to be up there. He plays for a great 
team and puts up great numbers both run- 
ning and passing. But I don’t think it's a 
statement game. I just want to go out there 
and win. That'll be my statement, if we go 
out there and win.” 

Here’s what we do know: According to 
Tim Henning, coordinator for the Heisman 
Trophy Trust, in recent years only about 20 
percent of Heisman voters have submitted 
their ballots for the award prior to the con- 
ference championship games on the first 
week of December. (Votes for the Heisman 
are due Monday, Dec.7.) 

If the same pattern holds true this year, 
and you'd suspect it would, given the wide- 
open nature of this year’s Heisman race, 
that means a majority of voters could have 
their minds swayed this weekend. 

“Suh's going to come out and play his 
butt off no matter what,’ said senior center 
Jacob Hickman. “Obviously, it could be 
more of astatement game given the gravity 
of the situation and who he's playing 
against, but it’s not going to change his 
mentality. If we were playing Nicholls State 
or whoever, he’s going to come out and give 
everything he’s got. And that’s the reason 
he’s had so miuch success. He doesn’t care 
who he’s playing?” 

Don’t confuse it: Suh is a major longshot 
for the bronze statue. Just one defensive 
player has ever won it. And while it’s an 
award given to an individual, it doesn’t help 
Suh that NU has three losses. 

Voters, as SI.com’s Andy Staples wrote 
last week, prefer players on championship 
teams. 

“Tf Nebraska were the (undefeated) Big 
12 team instead of Texas, we'd already be 
talking about Suh becoming the first pri- 
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marily defensive player to win the Heisman 
since Michigan's Charles Woodson in 
1997? Staples wrote. “But since the Corn- 
huskers have been up and down this sea- 
son, Suh hasn’t gotten the attention he 
probably deserves.” 

Suh received some Heisman buzz after 
his dominating performance in a nationally 
televised game against Missouri. But since 
then, national talk about Suh’s chances for 
the award has died down. 

A few weeks ago, ESPN's Mel Kiper list- 
ed Suh as his top pick for the Heisman. But 
most analysts have centered recent conver - 
sations around offensive guys: McCoy, 
Florida quarterback Tim Tebow, Alabama 
running back Mark Ingram, Houston quar- 
terback Case Keenum, Stanford running 
back Toby Gerhart and Clemson running 
back C.]. Spiller. 

Given that the award has so often gone 
to quarterbacks and running backs, just 
making it to New York as a Heisman finalist 
would be a stunning accomplishment for 
Suh. 

He will no doubt receive hardware of 
some kind this December. Suh seems to be 
among the leading candidates for the Out- 
land Trophy and Lombardi, Nagurski, Bed- 
narik and Lott awards. 

Suchis the attention that comes when 
you face double teams on a weekly basis 
and still post 65 tackles, 7'/sacks, 15 tackles 
for loss, 20 quarterback hurries, three 
blocked kicks, one interception, one forced 
fumble and 10 pass breakups — which ties 
for the team lead with cornerback Prince 
Amukamiara. 

Media and fans can talk about Suh’s op- 
portunity all they want this week. But 
Husker assistant John Papuchis said Suh is 
nota guy who is going to get caught upin 
conversations about the Heisman or any 
other individual trophy. 

“He's as good as anyone | can imagine in 
that situation,” Papuchis said. “I’ve never 
heard him bring it up in a private situation, 
and he certainly doesn't doit publicly. He's 
into winning.” 


Taking his place in history 


A ¥ N 
BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


Nov. 29, 2009 


Making a list and check- 
ing it twice. Before this 
season began, Bo Pelini 
said Ndamukong Suh al- 
ready was a special player. 


In order to ascend to an even higher lev- 
el, Pelini said, Suh needed to play with 
tenacity and abandon on every single play. 

Check. 

In order to be considered among Ne- 
braska’s best defenders of all time, Suh 
needed to follow his 2008 breakout season 
with a similarly spectacular 2009. After all, 
the greatest players typically sustain high 
levels for multiple years. 

Check. 

“From what I see, he’s as good as there’s 
ever been at Nebraska,” says Charlie 
McBride, providing substantial credence to 
what many of us have come to believe. 
McBride, Nebraska’s defensive coordina - 
tor/defensive line coach from 1982-99, 
helped mold Grant Wistrom and Jason Pe- 


ter, among other All-America defenders. 
McBride obviously recognizes rare talent 
when he sees it. 

He sees it in Suh. 

“Suh’s drawn double teams, he’s drawn 
triple teams and he’s still made plays,” 
McBride says.“‘He’s been consistent. He 
hasn’t been one of those guys who’s taken a 
nap. A lot of times, you get guys who don’t 
play every play. As time’s gone on, he’s ma- 
tured and learned that every play has to 
count. He’s special.” 

In fact, Suh’s arguably special enough to 
be considered one of Nebraska’s top three 
defenders of all time. 

In August, I ranked the 40 best Husker 
defensive players over the last 40 years, 
with rush end Wistrom (1994-97) topping 
the list, followed by middle guard Rich 
Glover (1970-72) and safety Mike Brown 
(1996-99), If nothing else, it was an inter- 
esting mental exercise. 

Really, who’s to say who’s the best? It’s 
an extremely subjective analysis, just one 
man’s opinion. 

That said, after discussing the topic at 
length with McBride, [have little trouble 
saying Suh belongs among the all-time top 
three, probably behind Wistrom and Glover 
and ahead of Brown. That’s as far as I’d go 
with Big Suh until someone convinces me 


Ndamukong Suh 
high-fives Husker 
fans while leaving 
Folsom Field 
after the 


Huskers’ 28-20 
victory against 
the Buffaloes. 
(William Lauer) 


otherwise. 

Suh and Wistrom are comparable sta- 
tistically over their junior and senior sea- 
sons. 

Glover’s amazing tackle totals in 1971 
and 1972 top both Suh and Wistrom. But 
stats are only part of the story. 

In addition to Wistrom and Peter, 
McBride coached standout linemen such as 
Trev Alberts, Broderick Thomas, Danny 
Noonan, Neil Smith, Jim Skow and Jared 
Tomich — each of whom made the top 15 of 
my top 40 — “and Suh may be the best of 
all of them,’ McBride says. “And I mean, 
those guys are great players, They had 
unbelievable motors.” 

However, “Those guys, alot of them, 
didn’t have the athletic ability that Suh 
has,’ McBride says. “If you tested out 
Wistrom, he didn’t always do very good. 
But his motor made up the difference.” 

Some might be skeptical of seeing Suh 
mentioned in such exalted company. 
Skeptics will say the latest star often gets 
the nod when discussing the greatest in any 
category. That’s why I sought out McBride. 
He coached many of the greatest, and still 
watches NU closely. 

Regarding Suh’s standing among elite 
Husker defenders, McBride’s awfully con- 
vincing. 


Suh adds to t 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Dec. 11, 2009 


ORLANDO, Fla. — Even 
fans from Florida and 
Alabama appreciate 
Ndamukong Suh. 


They accounted for most of the 200 
people who lined the red carpet before The 
Home Depot ESPNU College Football 
Awards show Thursday night. 

As Suh made his entrance into Atlantic 
Dance Hall at Disney’s Boardwalk Resort, 
fans greeted him with a healthy “SUUUH”” 
Suh then signed some autographs, includ- 
ing inking an Alabama poster, although a 
young boy ina No. 12 Texas jersey, about 
2 feet from Suh, didn’t bother to stick out 
his pen and notebook. 

Earlier, an ESPN worker with a clip- 
board had barked into his headset, “I want 
Suh and Colt together?” 

Alas, Suh and Colt McCoy made sepa- 
rate entrances, but together hauled in some 
serious hardware. 

Suh, the decorated Nebraska defensive 
tackle, won the Outland Trophy and the 
Bednarik Award, pushing his postseason 
trophy count to four. He’s already won the 
Lombardi Award and Nagurski Trophy this 
week. 

McCoy, whom Suh terrorized in Satur- 
day’s Big 12 Conference championship 
game, won the Davey O’Brien Award and 
beat out Suh for the Maxwell Award, given 
annually to the best all-around player. 

Both are among five finalists for the 
Heisman Trophy, to be awarded Saturday in 
New York. 

“Tjust want to represent all the guys in 
the trenches, the unsung heroes, offensive 
line, defensive line,’ said Suh, the Huskers’ 
leading tackler this season with 82 tackles, 
including 23 for loss and 12 sacks. “Just rep- 
resent them in the right way.’ 

Suh is the first Husker to win the Out- 


rophy collection 


Ndamukong Suh was an imposing figure on the football field. (Eric Gregory) 


land Trophy, given annually to the nation’s 
best interior lineman, since offensive line- 
man Aaron Taylor in 1997. Overall, Suh is 
Nebraska’s ninth Outland Trophy winner, 
by far the most in the nation. Oklahoma has 
the second-most with four. 

Suh won the Lombardi Award on 
Wednesday in Houston, making him the 
fourth Husker player to sweep the Lombar- 
di and Outland in the same season, joining 
Rich Glover (1972), Dave Rimington (1982) 
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and Dean Steinkuhler (1983). 

“First and foremost, I’ve got to thank all 
my teammates, especially my interior guys I 
play with, Jared Crick, Barry Turner, Pierre 
Allen,’ said Suh, who also was named to the 
Walter Camp All-America team. “I 
couldn’t have done this without them. I 
mean, they’re a huge part of this.” 

Overall, Suh is the 12th player to win the 
Outland and Lombardi in the same season. 
The only other player to accomplish that 


since 1996 was LSU defensive tackle Glenn 
Dorsey in 2007. 

Nebraska coach Bo Pelini, formerly the 
defensive coordinator at LSU, coached both 
Suh and Dorsey. 

“1’m proud of them. I’ve been fortunate 
to have good players and good coaches 
coaching them,” Pelini said. “It’s about an 
attitude about the way you go about things, 


and I think our kids have bought in. They’ve 
done things the right way, and when that 
happens, they have success.’ 

Suh made a clean sweep of the nation’s 
defensive player-of-the-year awards by 
winning the Bednarik, given annually to the 
nation’s most outstanding defensive player. 
He is the first Husker to win the award in its 
15-year history, and just the fifth player 


overall to sweep the Bednarik and Nagurski. 

Suh heads to New York today, where 
he’ll try to become Nebraska’s fourth Heis- 
man Trophy recipient. 

“T think he is the Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, but I don’t have a vote,” Pelini said. “I 
think it goes to the best player in the coun- 
try, and I wouldn’t trade him for anybody.’ 


Bo: Big Suh is No. 1 with me 


BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Dec. 13, 2009 


NEW YORK — Nebraska 


coach Bo Peliniis con- 
vinced that Ndamukong 
Suh will be No. 1 the next 


time he comes to New York. 


Suh’s first trip to the Big Apple didn’t 
reveal what Pelini believes is the truth — 
that Suh is the best player in college foot- 
ball. 

The Nebraska senior defensive tackle 
finished fourth in voting for the Heisman 
Trophy, behind Alabama running back 
Mark Ingram, Stanford running back Toby 
Gerhart and Texas quarterback Colt 
McCoy. 

Pelini predicts Suh will prove who's re- 
ally best when the NFL Draft unfolds in 
New York in April. 

“When he’s the No. 1 pick in the draft,” 
Pelini said, “I think everybody will realize 
who the best football player in the country 
was.” 

Pelini’s fire and passion for Suh after 
Saturday’s Heisman ceremony rivaled what 
the coach sometimes displays during 
games. He sincerely believed Suh might be- 
come the first defensive player to win the 
Heisman since Charles Woodson in 1997, 
and the first interior lineman. 

“T was hearing his chances were good,” 
Pelini said. “I thought maybe that people 
finally came to their senses:” 

Instead, voters went offensive. Again. 

Ingram, becoming Alabama’s first Heis- 
man winner, won with 1,304 points, edging 
Gerhart by 28 points in the closest Heisman 
vote. 

“Treally wasn’t expecting to win it;’ Suh 
said. “My two top guys were Toby and 
Mark, and, obviously, they were the top two 
guys in everybody else’s eyes. They’re well- 
deserving. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I would’ve loved 


Husker coach Bo Pelini has a quiet word with Ndamukong Suh following the announcement of the 


Heisman Trophy winner in New York on Dec. 12. Suh finished fourth in the voting. (Eric Gregory) 


to win it. I’m acompetitive guy. I would’ve 
loved to have taken this award, it being such 
a prestigious award, and sharing it with all 
the other linemen.” 

McCoy, the player Suh harassed a week 
ago in the Big 12 championship game to 
jump-start alate Heisman push, finished 
third with 1,145 points. 

Suh’s 815 points were the most by a 
fourth-place finisher. That wasn't enough 
to comfort Pelini. 

“He’s a defensive guy, and I don’t think 
anybody’s ever got past the bias that he’s a 
lineman,’ Pelini said. “I’ve said it before: 
Maybe they should redefine what the quali- 
fications are. 

“T don’t want to take away from what 
Mark Ingram did, because he had a great 
year and everything. You can call me 
biased, but I talked to a lot of people in that 
room, and every one of them thought he 
(Suh) was the best football player in the 
country. 

“Unfortunately, the people who vote, 
some of them are uninformed.” 
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Suh, who received 16] first-place votes, 
won the Southwest Region — which in- 
cludes Nebraska and Texas — with 254 total 
points, while McCoy had 216 points. 


But Suh didn’t finish in the top three in 
any of the other five regions. 

“That was a little disappointing,” said 
Eric Crouch, former Nebraska quarterback 
and 2001 Heisman Trophy winner. “He 
needed to make more ballots, to me. I know 
he won in the region where people got to 
see him play a lot.” 

It’s the 17th time a Nebraska player has 
finished in the top 10 in the Heisman vot- 
ing. Suhis the third defensive tackle and 
fourth Husker lineman to finish in the top 
10, joining middle guard Wayne Meylan 
(ninth in 1966), middle guard Rich Glover 
(third in 1971) and offensive tackle Zach 
Wiegert (ninth in 1994), 

The only better finishes by interior de- 
fensive linemen in Heisman history were 
third-place finishes by Alex Karras of lowa 
in 1957 and Glover in 1972. 


Crouch, who said he voted for 
Suh, attended Saturday’s cere- 
mony along with Nebraska Heis- 
man winners Johnny Rodgers and 
Mike Rozier. 

“T thought Suh had a great 
opportunity to win,’ Crouch said. 
“Treally felt that way when I was 
standing on the stage when they 
were ready to announce it. Ihon- 
estly thought they just might an- 
nounce his name. That’s how I 
felt, just because of the player 
that he was, the impact that he 
made for college football this 
year.” 

Pelini, after Suh met with the 
media at the Marriott Marquis in 
Times Square, hugged his senior 
leader, patted him on the back 
and spoke quietly into his ear. 


The coach’s words? 

“Basically, that he’s very 
proud of me in the way that I’ve 
handled it;’ Suh said. “Most of 
that conversation Id like to keep 
between me and him, but that 
was pretty much the brunt of it, 
he was very proud of me, and 
don’t feel too bad. 

“He knows I’m a competitor 
and would’ve loved to taken it 
home for all of the offensive line- 
men and defensive linemen.” 

Suh, who earlier this week 
won the Outland Trophy, Lom- 
bardi Award, Bednarik Award and 
Nagurski Trophy, will head today 
to Los Angeles, where he’Il attend 
a ceremony for the Lott Award. 

“The experience,” Suh said, 
“is one I’ll never forget.” 


Suh first defender to earn AP honor 


Dec. 22, 2009 


Just when you thought Ndamukong Suh’s awards run 
might be finished, he receives another sizable honor. 

The Nebraska senior defensive tackle was named The 
Associated Press national player of the year. 

Suh is the first defensive player to win the honor since 
its inception in 1998. In addition, he becomes the first 
non-Heisman Trophy winner to be honored with the AP award 
since lowa quarterback Brad Banks in 2002. 

Suh is Nebraska’s first winner of the AP national player of 
the year award. Quarterback Eric Crouch won the Heisman 
in 2001, but Florida’s Rex Grossman got the AP honor. 

“Just being recognized as player of the year is a huge 
accomplishment,” Suh said. 

Suh received 26 of a possible 59 first-place votes from 
the AP panel, edging Stanford running back Toby Gerhart, 
who received 20 votes. 

“It’s a great choice,” Nebraska coach Bo Pelini told the 
AP “I give (the voters) a lot of credit. I’m not taking anything 
away from (Mark) Ingram or (Colt) McCoy or any of the other 
guys. | just think at his position, you would be hard-pressed 
to say there’s a better player than Suh. He’s had a tremen- 
dous year.” 
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Offense 

PASSING GP-GS 

Zac Lee 12-11 

Cody Green 82 
RUSHING GP-GS 
Roy Helu 13:13 
Rex Burkhead 80 
D. Robinson 7-0 
Cody Green 82 
Zac Lee 12-11 
Niles Paul 13-13 
Lester Ward 40 
Latravis Washington 3-0 
Austin Jones 40 
Marcus Mendoza 7-0 
Collins Okafor 10 
Ben Cotton 13-1 
RECEIVING GP-GS 
Niles Paul 13:13 
Mike McNeill 13-13 
Roy Helu 13-13 
Curenski Gilleylen 10-2 
Menelik Holt 135 
Chris Brooks 11-0 
Brandon Kinnie 12-2 
Khiry Cooper 11-4 
Rex Burkhead 80 
Marcus Mendoza 7-0 
Kyler Reed 10-1 
Dreu Young 11-8 
Ben Cotton 13-1 
D. Robinson 70 
Ter Legate 133 
Ryan Hill 120 
Antonio Bell 60 
Wes Cammack 80 
Austin Jones 40 
Will Henry 60 
PUNT RETURNS No. Yds. 
Niles Paul 35 362 
Rex Burkhead 4 73 
Eric Martin ites3 
Mathew May i 4 


Justin Blatchford O 25 


REGULAR-SEASON STATISTICS 


Cmp.-Att. TD-INT Pct. 
164273 1310 588 
3360 22 55.0 
Att. Yds. 1D 
217 1,139 10 
64 257 2 

38 159 2 

26 140 2 

85 106 0 

2 28 1 

8 30 0 

3 17 (@) 

6 15 ¢) 

4 10 0 

1 9 (0) 

0 0 1 

Rec. Yds. TD 
36 673 3 

25 240 4 

19 149 0 

16 299 1 

4B TD 1 

13. AV7 1 

13. 129 0 

13 80 1 

114 76 1 

¢ 45 0 

6 54 0 

5 78 @) 

5 43 1 

4 26 0 

3 27 1 

2 8 1 

1 3 0 

1 2 fe) 

1 2 (0) 

2. 1 ce) 

Avg. TD INTERCEPTIONS 
10.3. 1 Matt O'Hanlon 
18.2 0 PAmukamara 
9.0 O Dejon Gomes 
4.0 O Larry Asante 
0.0 1 Phillip Dillard 

Eric Hagg 
N. Suh 


Yds. 
1,970 
317 


Long 
63 
16 
23 
49 
32 
30 


Nene 
NM MN oon On 


No. 


5 
5 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 


Avg./G 
164.2 
39.6 


Avg./G 
87.6 
32.1 
2254, 
17.5 
8.8 
2.2 
6.0 
5.7 
3.8 
1.4 
9.0 
0.0 


Avg./G 
51.8 
18.5 
11.5 
29.9 
13.5 
16.1 
10.8 
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KICKOFF RETURNS 
Niles Paul 

Tim Marlowe 
Alfonzo Dennard 
Tyler Legate 

Ben Cotton 

Rex Burkhead 
Graham Stoddard 


FIELDGOALS 1-19 20-29 
AlexHenery 1-1 7-7 


PUNTING 
Alex Henery 
TEAM 1 


Defense 


Tackles 
Ndamukong Suh 
Larry Asante 
Phillip Dillard 
Jared Crick 

Matt O’ Hanlon 
Prince Amukamara 
Barry Turner 
Pierre Allen 

Dejon Gomes 

Eric Hagg 

Will Compton 
Sean Fisher 
Alfonzo Dennard 
Cameron Meredith 
Baker Steinkuler 
PJ. Smith 

Eric Martin 

Rickey Thenarse 
Anthony West 
Graham Stoddard 
Mathew May 
Blake Lawrence 
Austin Cassidy 
Lance Thorell 
Mike Hays 

Colton Koehler 
Jase Dean 
Anthony Blue 
Thomas Grove 
Josh Williams 
Terrence Moore 
Justin Blatchford 
Faron Klingelhoefer 
Courtney Osborne 
David Harvey 
Justin Jackson 


No. Yds. 
73 3,045 
23 


10 
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HUSKER EXTRA JUNIOR ART GALLERY 


Bailey Freye 
Holmes 
First grade 


Alyssa Clark 
Ethan Kramer . 
Cavett, Second grade Fredstrom, Fifth grade 
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HUSKER EXTRA JUNIOR ART GALLERY 


Haley Seip 
Fredstrom 
Fifth grade 


Gabe Patton 
Cavett 
Fourth grade 


and 


Anthony Patton 
Scott 
Seventh grade 


Logan Kelley 
Meadow Lane, Fifth grade 
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HUSKER EXTRA JUNIOR ART GALLERY 


Riley McNair 
Fredstrom, Fifth grade 


Logan Kruse 
Kooser, Third grade 


Steph Schroeder 
Meadow Lane 
Fifth grade 


Lyvi Hillman 
Campbell, Third grade 
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HUSKER EXTRA JUNIOR ART GALLERY 


Brody Amen 
Meadow Lane 


Wyatt Vivier 
Saratoga, Fifth grade 


Thank you to all 
the students who 
submitted artwork 


Jonathan Gerdes 
Meadow Lane, Third grade 
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Future schedules 


These schedules are tentative, and seasons 
after 2010 still have open dates. 


2010 
Sept. 4 Western Kentucky 
Sept. 11 Idaho 
Sept. 18 at Washington 
Sept. 25 South Dakota State 
Oct. 2 at Kansas State 
Oct. 16 Texas 
Oct. 23 at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 30 Missouri 
Nov. 6 at lowa State 
Nov. 13 Kansas 
Nov. 20 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 26/27 Colorado 


“<a> Of note: The Huskers host 


Texas on Oct. 16 in what 
appears to be the premier 
game on the 2010 sched- 


ule. It will mark Texas’ first 
trip to Lincoln since a 22-20 


win in 2006. 
2011 

Sept. 10 Fresno State 
Sept. 17 Washington 
Sept. 24 at Wyoming 
Oct. 8 Kansas State 
Oct. 15 at Texas 
Oct. 22 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 29 at Missouri 
Nov. 5 lowa State 
Nov. 12 at Kansas 
Nov. 19 Texas A&M 
Nov. 25/26 at Colorado 


Of note: The Huskers travel 
to Laramie, where you can 
bet War Memorial Stadium 
(32,000-plus capacity) will 
have a large share of Husker 
fans, Nebraska is still look- 
ing to fill one more noncon- 
ference spot. 


2012 

Sept. 1 Southern Miss 

Sept. 8 at UCLA 

Sept, 29 Missouri 

Oct. 13 at Texas Tech 

Oct. 20 at lowa State 

Oct. 27 Baylor 

Nov. 3 at Oklahoma 

Nov. 10 Kansas 

Nov. 17 at Kansas State 

Nov. 23/24 Colorado 
Of note: The Huskers 
haven't played in Pasadena, 
Calif., since the 2001 Rose 
Bowl, and they haven't 
played UCLA there since 
1993 (a 14-13 win). 
Nebraska will need to fill two 
more nonconference spots. 

2013 

Aug. 31 Wyoming 

Sept. 7 at Southern Miss 

Sept. 14 UCLA 

Oct. 5 at Missouri 

Oct. 12 Texas Tech 

Oct. 19 lowa State 

Oct. 26 at Baylor 

Nov. 2 Oklahoma 

Nov. 9 at Kansas 

Nov. 16 Kansas State 

Nov. 29/30 at Colorado 


Of note: The last time NU 
played Southern Miss, the 
Huskers lost 21-17 at home 
in 2004. Nebraska needs to 
fill one more nonconference 
spot. 
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2014 
Sept. 13 at Fresno State 
Sept. 20 Miami 
Oct. 4 at Kansas State 
Oct. 11 Texas 
Oct. 18 at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 25 Missouri 
Nov. 1 at lowa State 
Nov. 8 Kansas 
Nov. 15 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 28/29 Colorado 


Of note: The Huskers open 
the season in California. 
Pending schedule changes, 
it will mark the first time NU 
has opened the season 
away from Lincoln since 
1999 (a 42-7 win at lowa). 


2015 
Sept. 19 at Miami 
Sept. 26 Southern Miss 
Oct. 3 Kansas State 
Oct. 17 at Texas 
Oct. 24 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 34 at Missouri 
Nov. 7 lowa State 
Nov, 14 at Kansas 
Nov. 21 Texas A&M 
Nov. 27/28 — at Colorado 


Of note: NU and Miami 
have had storied matchups, 
but most of them have 
come in bowl games. The 
Huskers haven't played Mia- 
mi since the Orange Bowl 
following the 1994 season. 


2016 
Fresno State 
Tennessee 
Wyoming 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 17 


Of note: Fresno State 
returns to Lincoln for the 
third game in the two-for-one 
series. 


2017 


Sept. 9 at Tennessee 


Of note: NU will make a 
rare trip to Tennessee, home 
to one of the largest stadi- 
ums in the nation, 
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To our valued customers: 


If you are a longtime DuTeau customer, let us take th(<“pportunity to once again 
extend our sincere appreciation for allowing us to serve you and the community of 
Lincoln for the past 82 years. Our success and longevity would not be possible without 


your patronage. 


If today is your first experience with DuTeau Chevrolet ¢ Subaru, let us assure you 
that everything we do today is not just for today, it is truly about tomorrow and the 
many tomorrows that we would like to have you as a member of the DuTeau family. 


Thank you for the opportunity to serve you today. 


DU ' EAU 7300 S. 27th St., Lincoln 


CHEVROLET * SUBARU 


402.420.3300 |. 800.228.4183 
www.duteau.com 
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